 Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Market Square House, Market Street on Wednesday 12th September 2007 at 7.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Fintan Malone
Other Members:
Councillors Niall Carberry, Padraig McKenny, Leonard Hatrick, Tom Minogue, Finnan McCoy, Niall Carberry, 



Apologies:

Fionnan McCoy






Jim Tenanty
Officials:

Paddy Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer



Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk



Karen Crilly Owens, Clerical Officer

In Attendance:
Ardee Tidy Towns Committee Members:





Brendan Matthews, Miriam Clarke, 




Peter Long.
-------------------------------

MINUTE 39/07

Standing Orders
On the proposal of Padraig McKenny Standing Orders were suspended until after a presentation by Ardee Tidy Towns Committee 
MINUTE 40/07

Tidy Towns
Support was requested by Ardee Tidy Towns Committee from Ardee Town Council for phase three of a three year plan which includes;
· Ducting of cables  
· Erection of lighting 
from the Bank of Ireland to the Credit Union.  Work is expected to cost €330,000 to €400,000. A local contribution of 10-15% from Ardee Town Council was requested.  The Tidy Towns Committee formally highlighting two requests; 

1. Support from Ardee Town Council

2. Three Ardee Town Council Representative to sit on the committee

Councillors gave credit to the committee for gaining 14 points in the Tidy Towns Competition.  The Tidy Towns Committee agreed to try and incorporate hanging baskets in the plan.  Cllr. Fintan Malone suggested selecting Ardee Town Councillors to meet and work with the Tidy Towns Committee.

MINUTE 41/07
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 11th July 2007 were approved by the Members subject to the following amendments, on the proposal of Cllr, Finnan McCoy, seconded by Cllr. Niall Carberry.

· Cllr Fionnan McCoy was present at the meeting.

MINUTE 42/07

Disposal of Lands at Fairgreen, Ardee
Mr. Paddy Donnelly SEO, updated Members on the works that have been carried out at the new Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre on the Fair Green. Mr. Donnelly also outlined to the Members the difficulty Louth County Council would have in trying to execute a lease with the OPW and Court Services as a result of the second condition the Members proposed at their December 2006 meeting. A discussion followed regarding the disposal of the lands and the value the new project would bring to Ardee.

Cllr. Finnan McCoy proposed that the second condition as proposed at the December meeting be removed; the motion was seconded by Cllr. Tom Minogue. Cllr Padraig McKenny proposed an amendment – That the Members of Ardee Town Council meet with the Council solicitor before a final decision was taken” this was seconded by Cllr. Seamus Gaffney. Mr. Donnelly advised that it was not normal for Members to meet with the solicitor as this was an Executive function and it was not a valid motion. Following further discussion the Chairman call a vote on the amendment:

For:

Cllrs. McKenny, Gaffney and Malone

Against:
Cllrs. McCoy, Carbery, and Minogue

Abstain:
Cllr. Hatrick

On the casting vote of the Chairman the amendments was carried. 

MINUTE 43/07

Oriel 2012

It was proposed by Cllr Fintan Malone the a presentation on the Oriel 2012 project be included on the agenda for the October monthly meeting.  
MINUTE 44/07

Hale Street

Cllr Padraig McKenny enquired why the works are taking so long.  Paddy Donnelly reported on the works so far confirming that phase 1 of the project is now complete and phase 2 is currently ongoing highlighting that phase 2 incorporates the majority of the civil works for the entire contract.  Paddy Donnelly will keep Ardee Town Council updated on progress.

A discussion followed highlighting problems encountered by residents (both residential and commercial).  Councillors acknowledged their appreciation to Paddy Donnelly for his attendance at the meeting and his response to a letter outlining Councillors queries to Louth County Council.  

MINUTE 45/07

Correspondence

· Clonakilty Town Council – members unanimously adopted the notice of motion
· Alison Quail & Co Solicitors – Consent to sale of property at 4 Campbell’s Park, Ardee – members unanimously agreed
· John C. Kieran & Son – Consent to transfer dwelling house at 6 St. Vincents Rd, Ardee . – members unanimously agreed
· Louth County Council – Proposed variation of Development Plan – correspondence to be posted to all members for their perusal.
· A.M.A.I. – Annual Conference – information distributed
· A.M.A.I. – Annual Report – information distributed
· Dept of the Taoiseach – Public Service Excellence Awards 2008 – information distributed

· The Equality Authority – ‘Dara has the Craic’ – information distributed

· Dept of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government – Circular LG20/07 – information distributed.
MINUTE 46/07

Any Other Business

· Ardee Castle – Cllr. Finnian McCoy spoke of the untidiness of Ardee Castle.  Cllr. McCoy requested new spot lights for the Castle and the removal of weeds  
· Christmas Decorations – Cllr. Leonard Hatrick referred to the need to sort out Christmas Decorations.  Cllr. Padraig McKenny proposed €10,000 be set aside within the budget to light up the town square.  This is to be brought to the attention of Tony Davis.
· Alcohol Bye Laws – Cllr. Leonard Hatrick enquired why signs have not as yet been erected.
· Line Markings & Signage – Cllr Finnan McCoy requested that line markings at the Fairgreen be looked at and stop signs be erected at Sliabh Breagh/Stoneylane.

· Motorway Crash Barriers – Cllr. Finnan McCoy requested a letter be sent to the NRA re. Crash Barriers after a fatal accident on the M1 during the week.
· Forrestors’ Banner – Cllr. Fintan Malone spoke of the poor condition of the Forrestors’ Banner.  Advice to be sought from Brian Walsh, curator, County Museum.
· Naming New Council Chambers – Cllr. Finnan McCoy proposed the new Council Chambers be named after the late Dermot O’Brien, all agreed.  Paddy Donnelly will raise this at the next meeting with the OPW and the Court Services.  Paddy Donnelly advised the members of the name of the new building at the Fairgreen as the Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre.

· Town Wall – Cllr. Fintan Malone asked for the town wall to be cleaned up.  Cllr. Finnan McCoy will bring this matter up with the engineers.

That concluded the meeting.
Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
