Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Market Square House, Market Street on Wednesday 14th November 2007 at 7.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Fintan Malone
Other Members:
Councillors Niall Carberry, Padraig McKenny, Leonard Hatrick, Tom Minogue, Finnan McCoy, Seamus Gaffney, Fionnan McCoy, Jim Tenanty



Officials:

Joe McGuinness, Director of Service



Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk
In Attendance:
Michael Curran, Director of Services
-------------------------------

MINUTE 57/07
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 10th October 2007 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr, Niall Carberry, seconded by Cllr. Padraig McKenny.

MINUTE 58/07
Over-Expenditure 2006
On the proposal of Cllr. Jim Tenanty the over-expenditure on CCTV for 2006 was approved and seconded by Cllr. Padraig McKenny.
MINUTE 59/07
Nomination to New Development Company
Mr. Michael Curran spoke of the Cohesion Process and sought a nomination from Ardee Town Council to sit on that body.  Cllr. Jim Tenanty proposed the Chairman, Cllr. Fintan Malone be nominated, this was seconded by Cllr. Padraig McKenny.
MINUTE 6007
Hale Street Progress Report
Councillors were happy with the Hale Street Progress Report submitted.  Cllr. Seamus Gaffney complimented the Contractors on their courteousness. Cllr. Finnan McCoy, Cllr. Padraig McKenny and Cllr. Fintan Malone gave credit to the Area Engineers on night work being carried out at the Fairgreen and Market Street and the efforts made by Area Engineers to keep residents informed of works. 
Cllr. Finnan McCoy requested that Hale St. be open on Thursday 29th November for the visit to Ardee of Cardinal Brady and all Councillors are invited to the Church at 2.00pm.  Cllr. Padraig McKenny proposed that Ardee Town Council write to Cardinal Brady’s office offering their congratulations, all Councillors agreed.
Mr. Joe McGuinness, representative informed Councillors that a request has been made that an Area Engineer attend Ardee Town Council meetings on a monthly basis to commence in December 2007.
MINUTE 61/07

Notice of Motion – Monaghan Town Council
On the proposal of Cllr. Jim Tenanty the Notice of Motion presented was passed, and was seconded by Cllr. Niall Carberry.
MINUTE 62/07
A.M.A.I. – Submission on Local Government Reform
Councillors discussed the submission on Local Government Reform with interest and are glad to see that A.M.A.I. are taking the views of Town Councillors on board.
MINUTE 63/07
Correspondence

Councillors viewed correspondence.  A discussion followed in relation to the 2008 Budget Meeting.  Mr. Joe McGuinness proposed the date for this meeting as 27th November 2007 and proposed a different format for the 2008 Budget to be discussed at the Budget Meeting.  This will include an additional €20,000 for Ardee Town Council with proposed projects to be discussed at the Budget Meeting.  Cllr. Seamus Gaffney said this was a positive step.
Mr. McGuinness suggested that Ardee Town Council take over the running of Christmas lighting acknowledging the work carried out by the Ardee Traders Association.  Mr. McGuinness expressed hopes that the Ardee Traders Association will continue in their work after Christmas.  Cllr. Jim Tenanty and Cllr. Niall Carberry said that the Traders Association was willing to continue.
Cllr. Finnan McCoy thanked Mr. McGuinness and County Manager, Mr. Conn Murray for their assistance in securing extra moneys for Christmas lighting in Ardee, seconded by Cllr. Padraig McKenny.

Chairman, Cllr. Fintan Malone delivered correspondence inviting all Councillors to the O’Carroll-Tierney Commemoration on Sunday 25th November 2007 in Ardee.
MINUTE 64/07

Any Other Business

· Book Launch – Cllr. Padraig McKenny advised Councillors that the book compiled by Mr. Stephen McGivern – Records & Recollection – is now ready for publication.  The proposed date for the book launch is Friday, 7th December 2007 in Ardee Castle which Cllr. McKenny sought permission to organise.
· Commemoration – Cllr. Padraig McKenny feels that the O’Carroll-Tierney commemoration statue would be better placed in the centre of town.  Cllr. McKenny would like to see Ardee Town Council honouring people who were killed in World War I and has suggested that the O’Carroll-Tierney statue be moved to a location beside the new Civic Centre with a plaque being erected in honour of those who died in WWI in close proximity to the commemoration statue.
· Pedestrian Lights – Cllr. Leonard Hatrick spoke of the long wait at the pedestrian lights in Ardee to turn green and suggested a flashing amber option.  Cllr. Fintan Malone will speak to the local Engineers in relation to this matter.
· Forrestor’s Banner Restoration – Cllr. Leonard Hatrick sought an update on the restoration of the Forrestor’s Banner hanging in the Library building.  Mr. Joe McGuinness advised that the Museum Curator has looked at the banner and it will be restored.
· Ardee Extrusions – Cllr. Seamus Gaffney expressed his disappointment at the closure of Ardee Extrusion with the loss of 20 jobs in the area.  Cllr. Gaffney proposed that Ardee Town Council write to the organisations head office requested that a fair redundancy package be put in place for workers who have contributed handsomely to the organisation over the years, seconded by Cllr. Padraig McKenny.  Cllr. Fionnan McCoy said that if the deputies within the county were to attend Ardee Town Council meetings Councillors would be able to put Ardee’s case forward.  Cllr. Leonard Hatrick and Cllr. Fintan Malone are in agreement.
· ESB Lights – Cllr. Finnan McCoy highlighted problems with faulty ESB lighting in Ardee.  Cllr. Leonard Hatrick and Cllr. Jim Tenanty have also had reports of faulty ESB lighting which have been logged with ESB.  Cllr. Jim Tenanty issued the phone number to which faults are logged to Cllr. Finnan McCoy.
· Notice of Question/Motion – Mr. Joe McGuinness requested that a notice of question/motion process be utilised to prepare Area Engineers for monthly meetings.  He indicated he would return with a procedure on this matter.
That concluded the meeting.
Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
