Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Market Square House, Market Street on Wednesday 14th March 2007 at 7.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Jim Tenanty

Other Members:
Councillors:- Fintan Malone, Padraig McKenny, Leonard Hatrick, Niall Carberry, Seamus Gaffney, Tom Minogue, Finnan McCoy, Fionnán McCoy, Seamus Gaffney
Officials:

Karen Crilly-Owens, A/Town Clerk
-------------------------------

MINUTE 12/07

Monthly Meeting

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Wednesday March 14th were approved on the proposal of Councillor Tom Minogue and seconded by Councillor Leonard Hatrick.
It was noted that Seamus Gaffney had made apologies for not attending February meeting.
MINUTE 13/07
Alcohol Bye-Laws

Members were advised that the Alcohol Bye-Laws would come into effect from the 16th March 2007.  Cllr. Hatrick was congratulated for his work on this issue
MINUTE 14/07

Correspondence
HSE  - North East Regional Hospital
A letter was received from the HSE advising that submission from interested parties must be made by the 30th March 2007.   The members were advised by the chairman, that Seamus Gaffney attended meeting with the Mid Louth Hospital Action Group.  
During a long discussion the following was discussed:
· The group had engaged Grant Thornton as consultants to undertake the feasibility study at a cost of €10,000 plus outlays.  

· Grant Thornton suggested that a nationally know figure would be of benefit, Connor McCann, hospital Consultant was suggested and that he had stated on TV that Ardee was the most suitable town.
· It was agreed that as a body Ardee Town Council would be looking for it to be in the Ardee vicinity.

· There is a landowner willing to give site on Carrick rd.  

· It was asked if Grant Thornton will be doing consultation work or any other area.

· It was suggested that it should be built on the Ardee Link rd, 
· It was highlighted as per the February meeting that 25% be offered up to €5,000 as a contribution from Ardee Town Council
· It was suggested that Ardee Town Council enlist the support of Councils with a 45 mile radius by writing to them and asking for an urgent response because of deadline.

· Cllr. Padraig McKenny proposed as Statutory Body that Ardee Town Council should meet with HSE and that a letter is sent requesting this, this was seconded by Cllr. Fintan Malone.
· It was advised that no date was set for the next meeting of the Mid Louth Hospital Action Group.  Cllr Leonard Hatrick proposed that the Chariman attend these meetings as a representative of Ardee Town Council and in his absence the Vice-Chariman should attend, this was seconded by Cllr. Fintan Malone.

Richard H McDonnell – Transfer Order 13 Campbells Park
There was an agreement on this.
Concerned Citizen – Casino 

The chairman read out a letter from a concerned senior citizen.  The members discussed the letter and the following matters were raised.

· It was advised that Louth County Council Enforcement Section has issued an enforcement Notice on the people concerned and confirmed that nothing could be done by Ardee Town Council
· It was highlighted how concerned people are about the casino and advised that there are no one armed bandits.  
· The members were advised that in 1982 as resolution was passed by Ardee Town Council prohibiting gaming in Ardee.  

· There was concern at the possibility that they can reopen if they apply to An Bord Pleanala for retention. It was confirmed that they have no license to serve food and that they can overcome the gaming laws by using it as a private members club.

· the members were advised that membership is not needed, it is just a case of signing a book.
MINUTE 15/07

A.O.B.
· It was confirmed that the St. Patricks Day Parade would take place at 3pm across from the Castle.
· Cllr. Finnan McCoy queried if the lighting could be upgraded at Hale st/Dawsons demesne while the road in being improved and when would lighting be done on Link rd as there is a transformer there.  NRA had previously advised that lighting is not needed. It was agreed to write to ESB.
· Cllr. Finnan McCoy added that the disabled access bus is not going to Dundalk anymore, so there is no transport for the disabled and elderly in some cased to get to hospitals.  It was agreed to write to CIE to request that a wheelchair accessible bus be made available 
· Cllr Finnan McCoy also requested a letter be written to Louth County Council to remove the litter on the link rd and Tallanstown rd as this is causing a vermin problem.  This was agreed by the members 
· Cllr Fintan Malone queried the bins in Sliebh Breagh.

· Chairman, Cllr. Jim Tenanty asked if Mark Deary, Green Party could attend the next Ardee Town Council meeting to listen to the issued being raised.  Cllr Finnan McCoy asked what his reasons would be for wanting to attend.  He was advised that he is canvassing and wanted to hear the local issues.  Cllr. Leonard Hatrick proposed that he should be allowed to attend the next meeting, this was seconded by Cllr. Niall Carberry.  On a recorded vote this motion was not carried.
Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
