Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Market Square House, Market Street on Wednesday 12th December 2007 at 7.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Councillor Jim Tenanty
Other Members:
Councillors Niall Carberry, Padraig McKenny, Leonard Hatrick, Tom Minogue, Finnan McCoy, Fionnan McCoy, 
Apologies:
Councillors Fintan Malone, Seamus Gaffney.



Officials:

Joe McGuinness, Director of Service



Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk



Paul Gallagher, Senior Executive 





Engineer.

In Attendance:
Sgt. Gerry Carolan, Ardee Garda Station
-------------------------------

MINUTE 65/07
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 14th November 2007 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. Padraig McKenny, seconded by Cllr. Niall Carberry.
MINUTE 66/07
Anti-social Behaviour
Cllr. Padraig McKenny raised the issue of ‘Boy Racers’ in Ardee.  Sgt. Gerry Carolan reported on two recent cases which came before the court in which fines and driving bans were issued.  Sgt. Carolan highlighted that this issue is not unique to Ardee.  A lengthy discussion follow after which it was decided that Ardee Town Council in conjunction with an Garda Siochana would issue a press statement seeking public support in this matter.
Cllr. Leonard Hatrick enquired if the Gardai could address traffic issues in the town.  Sgt. Carolan said this was not possible until road works were complete.
Cllr. Niall Carberry enquired if there had been an increase in crime in the run up to Christmas.  Sgt. Carolan reported a decrease in robberies and will look into any muggings in the area.
A discussion took place in relation to the possibility of a split in the current garda divisions and the possibility of a 24 hours station in Ardee.  Sgt. Carolan could not confirm either possibility.
Sgt. Carolan highlighted a possible danger at Riverside Walk in that the river is open.  Cllr. Jim Tenanty suggested this be raised under Notice of Motion/Questions at the next Council meeting.
MINUTE 67/07
Library Opening Hours
Joe McGuinness advised Councillors that the Ardee Library has extended it’s opening hours as of 1st December 2007.  A new staff member has been appointed to the Ardee Library which has proved very beneficial.  
MINUTE 68/07
Hale Street Progress Report
Paul Gallagher advised Councillors that it is hoped to open Hale Street by Friday 14th December, weather dependant.
MINUTE 69/07

Notice of Motion – Ardee Town Council
Joe McGuinness put the notice of motion/question to councillors and proposed that this notice of motion/question would eliminate AOB as an agenda item in future.  Councillors are reluctant to omit AOB from the agenda at this point.  Joe McGuinness advised that full answers to motions/questions will be issued with the agenda although answers may not be available to items which are raised under AOB.  
MINUTE 70/07
Notice of Motion – Macroom Town Council
On the proposal of Cllr. Finnan McCoy the Notice of Motion presented was passed, and was seconded by Cllr. Padraig McKenny.

MINUTE 71/07

Notice of Motion – Monaghan Town Council

On the proposal of Cllr. Finnan McCoy the Notice of Motion presented was passed, and was seconded by Cllr. Niall Carberry.

MINUTE 72/07

Correspondence

Councillors viewed correspondence.  A discussion followed in relation speed limit signage at Rivertown Cross.  Councillors were advised that the committee dealing with speed limits were due to meet on Thursday 13th December 2007. 
On the proposal of Cllr. Padraig McKenny full backing and endorsements from Ardee Town Council to Oriel 2012 was given, and was seconded by Cllr. Tom Minogue.
MINUTE 73/07

Any Other Business

· Christmas Lighting – Cllr. Niall Carberry congratulated Cllr. Finnan McCoy on the work he carried out over the last number of weeks in Ardee.
· Pay Parking – Cllr. Padraig McKenny enquired as to when the pay parking extension will be enforced.  Paul Gallagher advised that this extension will be implemented in the New Year. A discussion followed in relation to the long stay carpark and questions were raised in relation to the  progress of Lanney’s development. 
· Riverside Walk – Cllr. Padraig McKenny and Cllr. Finnan McCoy raised concerns about the safety of Riverside Walk.  Joe McGuinness asked that this issued be formally tabled by Councillors to allow a response to be issued.
· Boat Trench – Cllr. Finnan McCoy proposed a barrier be erected at Boat Trench.  Paul Gallagher will look into this.  Cllr. Jim Tenanty highlighted that there is a resident’s committee for this area and that this committee will need to be consulted.
· County Development Board – Cllr. Jim Tenanty advised Councillors that Cllr. Fintan Malone has been proposed to sit on the County Development Board in 2008
· Presentation to Town Clerks – Cllr. Jim Tenanty proposed a presentation be made to Fiona Reilly and Karen Crilly Owens as outgoing Town Clerks at the January 2008 meeting.
That concluded the meeting.
Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
