Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Market Square House, Market Street on Wednesday 13th of October 2004 at 8.30 pm.

Present


Cathaoirleach Leonard Hatrick

Cllrs, Finnan McCoy, Tom Minogue, Fintan Malone, Fionnán McCoy, Jim Tenanty, Jim Gavin, Niall Carberry  Padraig McKenny

Officials

Mary Murtagh, Meetings Administrator

Fiona Reilly, Town Clerk




Paddy Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer, Roads Section
________________________________________________________________________
MINUTE 75/04
Minutes

The minutes of the September monthly meeting were approved on the proposal of Cllr Jim Tenanty and seconded by Cllr Finnan McCoy.
MINUTE 76/04
Vote of Congratulations
The members unanimously passed a vote of congratulations with former Cllr Nicholas McCabe on his unprecedented record of public service and wished him all the best in his retirement.

MINUTE 77/04
Signposts
Mr Paddy Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer, Roads/Marine Department, Louth County Council attended the meeting to address issues raised by members in relation to Roads and Marine functions.  The following issues were raised/addressed.

Speed Limit Signs: Members raised a number of issues in relation to possible amendments/additions to speed limits in the general Ardee area.  The Senior Executive officer explained that the speed limit committee generally only met once a year and were due to meet before the end of the year.  It was agreed that the members of the Town Council would submit proposals to the Town Clerk who would co-ordinate them into one submission which would then be forwarded to the speed limit committee for consideration.
Repeater signs: Paddy Donnelly, advised that the provision of repeater signs, as suggested by the members, would be examined in the context of the introduction of the new metric signage.

Non-Regulatory Signage: Paddy Donnelly advised that Louth County Council had adopted a signage policy in 2003.  In response to concerns raised by the members in relation to charges imposed for non- regulatory signs it was confirmed that these charges are set nationally. The Senior Executive Officer confirmed for the members that applications from non- profit making sporting organisations would be considered on an individual basis.
MINUTE 78/04
Ardee Public Toilets
The members acknowledged a letter received from Director of Services Ms Joan Martin apologising for the delay in refurbishing and re-opening the public toilets and informing   them that plans for developing new toilets in Ardee were ongoing.
MINUTE 79/04
Bernard Markey Millennium Park

The members agreed that Cathaoirleach L Hatrick would obtain a written quotation for the proposed works and submit same to the Town Clerk so that the issue of funding could be pursued.
MINUTE 80/04
Ferdia Park
Cllr P McKenny advised members that together with Cllr J Tenanty he had met earlier that day with Patsy Fitzsimons,Senior Executive Officer,  Michael Campbell, Tenant Liasion Officer and Ger Murphy, Community and Enterprise,  regarding the Community House in Ferdia Park.  The Housing Officer had agreed to meet with the committee and residents in Ferdia Park in the near future to discuss concerns raised in relation to the project.
MINUTE 81/04
Notice of Motion from Cllr F Malone

Recycling Centre for Ardee – Mid-Louth Area
I propose that Ardee – Mid-Louth area should look for a recycling centre as from next January, pay-by-weight for wheelie bins is being introduced. Over the years, recycling banks have increased in the area but as we all know, the Reclycing Centre in Dundalk was a great success and one is proposed for Drogheda next year. Ardee and Mid-Louth paid for the wheelie bin service when other areas were getting the same service free and now this area will have to travel to avail of this service at recycling centres.

The members noted the response on the agenda and indicated they were unhappy with same.
Notice of Motion from Cllr F Malone

The Ardee Town Council has raised this matter with the N.R.A. several times but the closure of Bridge St. and the additional traffic high-lighted the dangers at this junction:

1. The lighting is deplorable at night.  
2. The sign-posting needs to be upgraded at the approach of Ardee on the N33 towards Hale St. 

3. Safety Barrier needs to be erected to prevent vehicles going down the bank, especially at night or in fog.  .

4. The N.R.A. stated that this road was only temporary and when the by passes are         completed, this road would be made a cul-de-sac but we cannot wait until there is another fatal accident.  This junction needs immediate attention.

The members noted the response on the agenda and in the course of discussion it was agreed that they would write to Ms Joan Martin, Director of Services requesting clarification on what Authority is actually responsible for the layout and maintenance of the junction in the first instance and also who is responsible for the proper lighting of the junction.  It was further agreed to write to the NRA seeking similar clarification from their perspective.
MINUTE 82/04
Bus Shelter

The members agreed to write to Kevin Flannery, Bus Eireann, regarding the bus shelter on the Drogheda Road seeking confirmation that it was an official bus stop as indicated by Mr Flannery on a previous occasion 

MINUTE 83/04
College Park

The members agreed to write to Michael Arthur, Secretary,  College Park Association clarifying the position in relation to media coverage following discussion on the issue of College Park refurbishment at a previous meeting.  The members acknowledged the voluntary work of Mr Arthur and the College Park Association in maintaining the park. 
MINUTE 84/04

N.E.H.B. Land
After much discussion the members agreed to write to the North Eastern Health Board seeking details of any proposals to sell land currently in the ownership of the Board in Ardee.
MINUTE 85/04

A.O.B.

Cllr Jim Gavin tendered his resignation as a member of Ardee Town Council effective from the 13th of October and thanked members for their co-operation since his election.  He also recorded his thanks to the various town clerks who served during his term of office and officials of Louth County Council who responded to representation made by him.  Members in turn expressed their thanks to Cllr Gavin and wished him every success in his retirement.
MINUTE 86/04
The members agreed to ask Tony Davis Finance officer to attend the next meeting for a pre-budget talk and to then hold the Annual Budget Meeting on Wednesday 17th November 2004.

SIGNED:____________________

DATE:______________________
