ARDEE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Market Square House, Market Street, Ardee on Wednesday 12th May 2004 at 7.30 pm

Present:

Cathaoirleach Cllr J Tenanty




Cllrs T Minogue, J Gavin, F McCoy




L Hatrick, P McKenny, J Maguire, F Malone, G Halpenny

Officials:

Ms F Reilly, Town Clerk




Ms M Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer




Ms A Condra, Tourism Officer

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​MINUTE 32/04
Minutes

The minutes of the April monthly meeting were approved on the proposal of Cllr J Gavin and seconded by Cllr F Malone.

MINUTE 33/04
Sale of Land
The sale of property at 29 Campbells Park, Ardee was approved on the proposal of Cllr P McKenny and seconded by Cllr F Malone.

MINUTE 34/04

Annual Report
A copy of the annual report was distributed among the councillors and Cathaoirleach J Tenanty complimented the Council on the high quality of the report.  The Members endorsed the sentiments.
MINUTE 35/04
Notice of Motion From Cllr F Malone
“When Planning Permission for new developments are being granted, consideration ought to be given to mature areas and they should not be adversely effected by these new developments”.
The Members noted the response included on the agenda and in the course of discussion the members felt that planning permission for major housing developments should not interfere with mature areas, the wishes of residents already living in mature residential areas should be taken into consideration and that new developments should have access to road frontage.  Cathaoirleach J Tenanty felt that Ardee Town Council should be consulted about large scale developments in the area.  It was agreed that Mary Murtagh would contact the Senior Planner.
MINUTE 36/04
Tourism Officer
The members welcomed Ms Alison Condra, Tourism Officer to the meeting to discuss tourism in the town and in particular the potential for Ardee Castle to be a catalyst for tourism development in the town and mid-louth area.    Alison Condra stated that the Castle was refurbished to a very high standard and in her view  was an obvious tourist attraction for the area.  Members were advised that a similar castle in Kells had been refurbished and was operating as a Heritage Centre which incorporated a coffee shop, gallery museum and tourist information centre.  The difficulties in relation to  fire/building control  in Ardee Castle need to be addressed as Á matter of priority and the tourism officer indicated that she would liaise with Duchas and other relevant personnel to advance the matter.  Members brought to the attention of the tourism officer other areas in the town that should be promoted as part of the overall tourism marketing initiative e.g. the  Jumping Church and the Heritage Trail and stressed that the completion and opening of  Ardee Castle must be a priority.

MINUTE 37/04
Civic Reception

On the proposal of Cllr P and seconded by Cllr L Hatrick members approved the holding of a Civic Reception to honour the Norfolk Broads Concert Band who were visiting Ardee at the invitation of the Ardee Concert Band.    It was agreed that Cathaoirleach J Tenanty, Cllr F McCoy, Ms M Murtagh and Ms F Reilly would liaise in regards to the organising of  the reception.
MINUTE 38/04
Public Toilets
Cllr F McCoy expressed concern in relation to the poor condition of the public toilets in Ardee and requested an update on any proposals to upgrade same.
MINUTE 39/04
Tidy Towns Issues
Cllr P McKenny raised the issue of cleaning/sandblasting the statue at Market Square and also Christ the King statue at the Fairgreen.  It was agreed a quotation would be received for the required works and the matter would revert to the members in due course. 
MINUTE 40/04
Local Elections
Cathaoirleach J Tenanty wished all outgoing Councillors good luck in the forthcoming elections and the members reciprocated and also expressed their thanks to the Cathaoirleach for his work in the past year.   Ms M Murtagh and Ms F  Reilly wished the members every success in the local election and thanked them for their co-operation during their term in office.
SIGNED____________________

DATED____________________
