Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Market Square House, Market Street, Ardee on Wednesday 10 March 2004 at 7.30 pm

Present:

Cathaoirleach Cllr J Tenanty




Cllrs T Minogue, J Gavin, F McCoy




L Hatrick, P Mckenny, J Maguire, F Malone, G Halpenny

Officials:

Ms M Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer

Ms F Reilly, Town Clerk




Mr Mark O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​MINUTES 18/04
Minutes
The minutes of the February monthly meeting were approved on the proposal of Cllr F Malone and seconded by Cllr P McKenny.

MINUTE 19/04

Matters Arising
It was agreed to amend the minute 13/04 of meeting held on January 14 to note that Ms J Martin confirmed that members would be consulted with in relation to the payparking review being undertaken in St Patrick’s Tce/Fairgreen area of the town.

MINUTE 20/04

Sanitary Services Report
Members noted the Sanitary Services Report included with the agenda and welcomed Mr Mark O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer to the meeting to deal with matters arising from the report.  During a lengthy and detailed discussion on the issue the following matters were discussed.
In response to a query from Cllr McCoy, Mr M O’Callaghan confirmed that there were no plans to relocate the reservoir at De La Salle Crescent for a number of reasons which were outlined to the meeting
In response to a query from Cllr Tom Minogue, Mr O’Callaghan stated that 3,100 cubic metres of water is produced per day, 2,000 metres coming from the River Dee and the balance from the wells at Currabeg and Townparks.  It was further confirmed that at present the wastage is currently around 50% and the aim was to reduce this to 25%.
In response to a query from Cllr P McKenny, Mr O’Callaghan stated that the wells in Currabeg are currently on a licence agreement which is renewable every 5 years, that they are not expensive and are afforded protection by the landowners.  Mr O’Callaghan also stated that the council would be looking to source more wells.
In reply to a query on the connection of Moorhall and Clonmore to the sewer using different roads in Campbell’s Park, Dawson’s Demesne Mr O’Callaghan replied that an initial survey had been carried out and it was not feasible to combine the works by the two contractors, however, full restorations works would be carried out by both contractors.
Members thanked Mr O’Callaghan for his detailed update on services in the Ardee Area and for the opportunity to discuss requirements/improvements for the area.  Mr O’Callaghan expressed a willingness to attend future meetings for similar presentations if/when required.
MINUTE 21/04
Notice of Motion from Cllr F Malone
“The tourism figures over the last number of years have increased despite predictions from the tourism trade but has enough been done to promote Ardee when you see Sligo capitalizing on Cuchullain and Ferdia and the North advertising N.I.  You look in the brochures and all that is given for Ardee is a few lines and a picture of Cuchullain and Ferdia.  Is this sufficient to promote Ardee and Mid-Louth area?”
Members noted the response included on the agenda and in the course of discussion it was agreed to write to the tourism officer in Louth County Council to arrange a meeting to discuss member’s views and recommendations for the promotion of tourism in the Ardee and Mid-Louth area.
Doctor on Call
“People are concerned about this service because when they make the call, they area asked to describe their complaint/symptoms.  They are told that the doctor is not available for a period of time and contact their own doctor the following day or wait for a long period for the doctor to call.  They feel they would not be contacting this service only it was urgent and are let down by the service.

I propose that we write to the North Eastern Health Board to find out what is the normal practise in contacting this service and are these complaints justified”.

Members noted the response included on the agenda and following discussion on the matter it was agreed to write to the North Eastern Health Board seeking assignment of a doctor to St Brigids Hospital to implement the doctor on call service for the town and surrounding area.

MINUTE 22/04
Correspondence
Cllr L Hatrick raised the issue of empowering Traffic Wardens to prosecute the owners of vehicles who do not adhere to the law at the Yellow-lined boxes placed at Junctions to increase the free flow of traffic in town.  Cllr J Maguire pointed out that this was a matter for the Garda Siochana and following discussion it was agreed that the matter be tabled as a notice of motion for the next meeting so that a response from the relevant department could be included on the agenda and discussed at the next meeting.
MINUTE 23/04
Any Other Business
It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr F McCoy to write to the Minister for Health, and the North Eastern Health Board highlighting Ardee Town Councils support for the town as a prime location for a Regional Hospital.
It was noted that Cllr’s P McKenny and J Maguire recently met with the Minister for Health and made representations to him in relation to the provision of a one stop health centre for Ardee.

MINUTE 24/04
Next Agenda
It was unanimously agreed by members that the functional area for discussion for next months meeting would be Housing and that an appropriate official from Louth County Council be asked to attend the meeting.
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