Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Market Square House, Market Street on Wednesday 14th of July, 2004 at 7.30 pm.

Present


Cathaoirleach Leonard Hatrick

Cllrs, Finnan McCoy, Tom Minogue, Padraig McKenny Fintan Malone, Fionnan McCoy, Jim Tenanty, Jim Gavin, Niall Carberry
Officials

Fiona Reilly, Town Clerk




Brian Harten, Arts Officer, Louth County Council




Paula Phelan, General Manager, Irish Baroque Orchestra

________________________________________________________________________

MINUTE NO. 51/04
Minutes of Monthly Meeting
The minutes of the May monthly meeting were approved on the proposal of Cllr P McKenny and seconded by Cllr J Tenanty.

MINUTE NO. 52/04

Minutes of AGM

The minutes of the Annual General Meeting were approved on the proposal of Cllr P McKenny and seconded by Cllr F Malone.

MINUTE NO. 53/04
Baroque Festival
Members noted the report on Ardee Baroque and welcomed Mr Brian Harten, Arts Officer, Louth County Council and Ms Paula Phelan, General Manager, Irish Baroque Orchestra to the meeting to discuss matters arising from the report.  

In response to a query from Cllr J Gavin, Paula Phelan confirmed that this concert would be an annual event.  Louth County Council were funding this year’s event and that next years funding would come from other sources.

In response to a query from Cllr J Tenanty, Brian Harten explained that press releases to publicise the event would start from the end of August.  On 29th of October there would be a launch held in Ardee Castle.  Paula Phelan stated that as the Festival was the only one of its kind in Ireland she had secured a feature with the Irish Times and that Nationwide had also been contacted.

The members were unanimous in their agreement that the festival should go ahead in Ardee and Cathaoirleach L Hatrick thanked Brian and Paula for choosing Ardee Town as the venue and also welcomed the boost in tourism that would be generated from the concert.
MINUTE NO. 54/04

AMAI Conference

On the proposal of Cllr F Malone and seconded by Cllr J Tenanty it was agreed Cathaoirleach L Hatrick should attend the forthcoming AMAI conference in Listowel.
Cllr Finnan Coy was chosen as the second delegate. 
MINUTE NO. 55/04
Retirements
The members paid tribute to Garda Long congratulating him on his 20 years service in Ardee and his involvement in the community.  On the proposal of Cllr P McKenny and seconded by Cllr T Minouge it was agreed to write to Garda Peter Long wishing him a  happy retirement.

The members also paid tribute to Superintendent Eamonn Courtney in his forthcoming retirement and on the proposal of Cllr J Gavin and seconded by Cllr F Malone the members agreed to write to Superintendent Courtney wishing him a long and happy retirement.

MINUTE NO. 56/04
ESB/Rehab People of the Year Award
On the proposal of Cllr J Tenanty and seconded by Cllr P McKenny it was agreed to nominate Peter Long for the ESB/ People of the Year Award for his outstanding work and commitment in the local community.

MINUTE NO. 57/04
Vote of Sympathy

On the proposal of Cllr T Minogue and seconded by Cllr P McKenny the members sympathised with  Cllr F Malone on the recent death of his mother.   Cllr F Malone on behalf of his two sisters, wife and daughter, thanked all members past and present for their kind words and sentiments.
MINUTE NO. 58/04
Correspondence
A letter from Ardee Concert Band was read out thanking the members and in particular Cllr J Tenanty for the Civic Reception held for the Norfolk Broads Concert Band in Ardee Castle on 3rd of June.

MINUTE NO. 59/04
Motions
A motion passed by Ballina Town Council was read calling “for the Minister for Justice to enact legislation, that mandates the courts to impose at least community service orders, which can be seen to benefit the local community, on second ad subsequent offences of wanton vandalism and public order offences”.  The members were in agreement.
A motion was read from Balbriggan Town Council to “call on the Government to cease the  practice of double taxation whereby a Social Welfare payment is deducted from the recipients working partner/spouses tax free allowance”  The members were in agreement.

A motion was read from Castlebar Town Council to “call on the Minister for the Environment to create the position of an  Ombudsman to deal with complaints of elected representatives”.  The members were in agreement.

A motion was read from Kilkee Town Council regarding Holiday Home tax relief under the Seaside Renewal Scheme.  The members felt this motion was not relevant to ATC and therefore would not support it.

MINUTE NO. 60/04
Fairgreen
After much discussion on the problem of teenagers using the amenities provided for children in the Fairgreen,  Cllr F Malone proposed and Cllr N Carberry seconded that signs be erected stating no-one over the age of 14 was allowed to use the amenities.

On the proposal of Cllr J Tenanty and seconded by Cllr P McKenny it was agreed that LCC be asked to provide Anti-Litter signs in the park.

MINUTE NO. 61/04
Public Toilets
The members agreed Cathaoirleach L Hatrick and a delegation should seek out a meeting with the County Manager regarding the closure of the public toilets in Ardee for refurbishment.   Whilst the members agreed with Louth County Council that the toilets needed to be closed for upgrading, the provision of portaloos  should be provided in the interim, to facilitate the public.  On the proposal of Cllr J Tenanty and seconded by Cllr F Malone it was agreed that a special meeting would be held in a months time if the renovations of the toilets had not progressed.
MINUTE NO. 62/04
Tidy Town Issues
It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr P McKenny and seconded by Cllr F Malone that the Town Clerk, Fiona Reilly would talk to Finance Officer Tony David about the quotation of €2,500 that Cllr J Tenanty had received for the cleaning/sandblasting of the statue in Market Square.

SIGNED______________________

DATE________________________

