Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Market Square House, Market Street, Ardee on Wednesday 14 January 2004 at 7.30pm

Present:

Cathaoirleach Cllr J Tenanty




Cllrs T Minogue, G Halpenny, F McCoy, J Gavin




L Hatrick, P Mckenny,  J Maguire, F Malone.

Officials:

Ms M Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer, 

Ms F Reilly, Town Clerk

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

________________________________________________________________________

MINUTE   01/04
MINUTES





On the proposal of Cllr P McKenny and seconded by Cllr F Malone the minutes of the monthly meeting held on December 10th 2003 were approved and signed.

On the proposal of Cllr F McCoy and seconded by Cllr T Minogue the minutes of the Annual Budget Meeting were approved and signed.

MINUTE   02/04
CORRESPONDENCE
Cathaoirleach J Tenanty read out a joint statement issued by Ardee Town Council and Louth County Council to the local media clarifying the position and action taken in the matter of water shortage problems experienced in Ardee over the Christmas period.  The Members complimented the staff of Louth County Council for the work they carried out in restoring the water and it was agreed to write to the Council thanking them and congratulating them on their response to the problem.

Cllr L Hatrick read a letter from Minister Michael McDowell confirming his inability to attend the January Monthly Meeting of the Council.  The Members expressed regret and it was agreed to write further to the Minister asking if he would be willing to attend a meeting of Ardee Town Council at a time that fitted in with his itinerary.

A letter from Ferdia Community Development Ltd was read out regarding the Castle lease and stating that there was still no resolution to the matter.  It was agreed to check with the relevant official in Louth County Council to see what steps can be taken to advance the issue.

It was agreed to write to the Minister of Justice outlining the need for CCTV in Ardee as a deterrent to the current level of vandalism that prevails in the town.  It was noted that the installation of cameras without the actual 24 hr monitoring by the Gardai would be effective.  Reference to be made in the communication to the submission already lodged by Ardee Town Council for inclusion in the scheme of installation.

MINUTE   03/04

PUBLIC LIGHTING AT FAIRGREEN

Cllr F McCoy suggested that the Town Council contact the ESB in the matter of installing public lighting at the Fairgreen, particularly in the area of the playground.  Members were advised that the area engineer had indicated that he would request an official from the ESB to inspect the site for the purpose of giving an estimate and he would also request that an estimate for lighting the Library Square would also be provided.  Members recommended that a quotation should also be received for lighting at College Park and the Riverside Walk.  The matter to be discussed again upon receipt of quotations.

MINUTE 04/04

AGENDA/ORDER OF BUSINESS
Cathaoirleach J Tenanty suggested to Members that the matter of agreeing on more focused agendas would ensure that future meetings of the Town Council were more effective.  It was noted that issues were being raised on a monthly basis, with no prior warning, and answers were not always available at the meeting resulting in lengthy correspondence being required to follow up on the issue.  Following much discussion it was agreed that from the February monthly meeting the agenda would be restructured to include:

1. Minutes

2. Report of Activities/Louth County Council

3. Correspondence

4. A.O.B

It was noted that under item 2 above a written report would be provided for members with their agenda on an agreed function of Louth County Council in so far as it relates to Arden and environs and that a Senior official from the relevant section of the County Council would attend the meeting to take Members questions and hear recommendations.  It was further agreed that the area of roads/traffic management would be the appropriate topic for the February agenda.  Any other business not listed on the agenda could be raised under item 4 and it was recommended that members give some prior notice if they wished the matter to be researched and a detailed answer given at the meeting.  It was noted that members would not now need to raise 3 issues each at every meeting when the new system was in operation as many of the issues raised would in fact be dealt with on a rota basis under item 2.

MINUTE    05/04
SLIABH BREAGH

Cllr F Malone stated that a recent survey carried out by residents of Sliabh Breagh indicated that 200 cars per hour were passing through the estate and that a petition to change the course of traffic through the estate was being forwarded to the County Council.  After much discussion it was agreed to invite Sliabh Breagh Residents Association to the Malone room at 7pm on Wednesday the 11th of February to discuss their proposals for traffic management in the area.  It was further agreed that the senior official from the roads department due to attend the February meeting would be requested to include this proposal in their written report for the meeting.

MINUTE   06/04

ESB

Members expressed concern at what appears to be an increase in the level of  power cuts in the Ardee area and it was agreed to write to the ESB asking them to confirm that they are in a position to meet the demand for supply as a result of the extensive development ongoing in the area.  It was further agreed to request an explanation for the problems to date.

MINUTE   07/04

FOOTBRIDGE AT DAWSONS DEMENSE

Cllr L Hatrick expressed concern that the footbridge at Dawson Demense had not been repaired as previously recommended.  He requested that consideration be given to surfacing the path from the bridge to Keenans house as part of the contract for laying the sewers which is ongoing.  It was agreed to check with Louth County Council to see if the two projects could be carried out simultaneously and revert to the members with an update.

MINUTE   08/04

MARINE RESCUE

The Members commended the Navan Branch of river rescue for their emergency service over the Christmas period.  It was also agreed to try to identify the present location of the rescue boat that was previously located at Annagassan.

MINUTE   09/04

JUNCTION N33

The Members once again expressed their concerns about the N33 juction.  It was widely felt that the junction is badly lit, the sheer drop each side of the road is dangerous and the entrance on to the main road is also a danger.  Cathaoirleach J Tenanty said that following discussion at area level it was his understanding that there were no plans to make any changes to the area at the moment.  Cllr F Malone proposed and Cllr P McKenny seconded and it was agreed that the Town Council  write to the local Gardai seeking a full report on accidents in the vicinity which would be forwarded to the NRA in support of a request in support of realignment/lighting of the junction.  It was further noted that the matter could be advanced at the February meeting in the context of the roads report.

MINUTE   10/04

MILLOCKSTOWN ROAD

Cllr J Maguire requested that the speed limit on the Millockstown road be moved beyond the Clonmore development.  Again it was noted that this matter could be dealt with in the context of the roads report at the next meeting.

MINUTE   11/04

REFUSE CHARGES

Cllr T Minogue raised the issue of waivers for old age pensioners from payment of refuse charges.  Ms M Murtagh explained that the local authority had no direct role in refuse charges in the county area given that the service had been privatised a number of years ago.  Members also expressed concern at the lack of consistency in service charges from county to county and queried if permits issued considered charging levels.  It was agreed to clarify the position with the environment section of the county council and revert to members with an update when available.

