Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Market Square House, Market Street, Ardee on Wednesday 11 February 2004 at 7.30 pm

Present:

Cathaoirleach Cllr J Tenanty




Cllrs T Minogue, , J Gavin




L Hatrick, P Mckenny, J Maguire, F Malone.

Officials:

Ms M Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer

Ms F Reilly, Town Clerk

Ms J Martin, Director of Services 

Mr Paul Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer

Mr Paddy Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer

  ________________________________________________________________________

MINUTE   12/04
Minutes

On the proposal of Cllr J Gavin and seconded by Cllr F Malone the minutes of the monthly meeting held on January 14th 2004 were approved and signed.

MINUTE 13/04

Roads Progress Report

Members noted the Roads Progress Report included with the agenda and welcomed Ms J Martin, Director of Service, Mr P Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer and Mr P Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer to the meeting to deal with matters arising from the report.  During a lengthy discussion on the issue the following matters were discussed.

· In response to a query from Cllr L Hatrick Mr P Gallagher confirmed that adverse weather conditions were responsible for delays in commencing work in Dawsons Demense but that it was proposed to commence work there and also in School Lane the following week. It was further confirmed that storm drains and sewerage pipes would be laid as part of the work and also that public lighting and footpaths in the area were due to be upgraded in 2005.

· In response to a query from Cllr J Maguire Mr P Gallagher confirmed that money had been made available for works in Bridge Street and Irish Street and would necessitate the closing of Bridge Street for approximately 5-6 weeks to enable works to be carried out.

· Cllr P McKenny raised the issue of extending the footpath out past O’Callaghans house to the Link Road.  P Gallagher advised that the NRA had indicated it was not in favour of such a proposal but advised that he would approach them again about the matter.  Mr Gallagher advised that he had been in further contact with Mr Stephen Lambert in relation to proposals about lighting at the junction and he would revert to members with an update when available.  Members were further advised that the Community and Enterprise section of Louth County Council had developed proposals for the upgrading of the old railway line and would be seeking funding for the carrying out of the works.

· Following suggestions from the members Ms J Martin, Director of Service indicated that she would examine the possibility of naming roundabouts in the Ardee area and would revert to members with an update.

· In response to a query from Cllr T Minogue Mr P Gallagher advised that work would recommence in the next fortnight on the Drogheda road.  Mr Gallagher further advised that large concrete kerbs would be used, as these were deemed more suitable than the bollards suggested for opposite the Shell Station.

· Members raised the issue of pay-parking particularly in relation to a required extension to include St Patrick’s Terrace and the area in proximity to the Fairgreen down as far as the roundabout on the Dundalk road.  Ms J Martin, Director of Service indicated that Louth County Council were aware of problems in these areas but any review of the current scheme would require new bye-laws and would be a lengthy process.  Ms J Martin advised members that they would be consulted with in the course of any review that would take place.  Ms J Martin confirmed for members that approximately €150,000 had been collected in the first year of pay-parking but advised that the cost of setting up pay-parking including installation of meters was a charge against any income raised.  She did however suggest that it would be appropriate at this stage to draw up a programme of works, prioritising works that councillors felt were necessary in the area and which could be met from future income from pay-parking.

· In response to a query from Cllr P McKenny about lack of follow up on suggestions made by the members of Ardee Town Council in relation to speed limits Ms J Martin requested interested members to send in motions/proposals for the next meeting of the Speed Limits Committee which is scheduled to take place in May.

· In response to a query from Cllr J Maguire Mr P Gallagher confirmed that he would re-examine the rota for street sweeping to see if additional areas could be included on a rota basis.  Members were advised that the Council was not responsible for the maintenance of private housing estates and that the sweeper would not be including such estates on its rota.  

· The issue of traffic calming at John Street/ Stoney Lane was raised with Mr P Gallagher stating that careful consideration was required to alleviate the problem.  In response to a suggestion from Cllr J Gavin Mr P Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer advised that the installation of ramps in this area would have an adverse effect on emergency services using the area.

· In response to a query from Cllr F Malone in relation to the current status of the Ardee by-pass, Ms J Martin advised that while the Council was still awaiting approval from the NRA plans for compulsory purchase of land were been advanced.

MINUTE 14/04

Public Liability Claims

Cllr J Gavin raised the issue of the publication of details of public liability claims against Louth County Council in the local media but discussion in the matter was ruled out of order by the Cathaoirleach on the basis that this was a function solely of Louth County Council.

MINUTE 15/04

Correspondence

Correspondence from Clones Town Council indicating that the following Notice of Motion was passed at their meeting of the 26th of February 2004

“ Article 2 of the Constitution states: “It is the entitlement and birthright of every person born in the island of Ireland, which includes its islands and seas, to be part of the Irish nation.  That is also the entitlement of all persons otherwise qualified in accordance with law to be citizens of Ireland”

In the spirit of this article, that Clones Town Council calls on the Government to put in place arrangements, to extend voting rights in the 2004 Presidential Election, to citizens living in the North of Ireland.

That this motion be circulated to all Local Authorities on the island of Ireland.”

Members endorsed the sentiments of the motion.

MINUTE 16/04

Galen

Cllr P McKenny expressed concern at the contents of an article in the Irish Independent quoting a director of Galen, John King as saying the Company would have to reconsider its position in relation to locating to Ardee given the ongoing delays being experienced.  Members expressed deep concern at this possibility and following discussion it was agreed that, notwithstanding the fact that the matter was subject to a judicial review currently scheduled for mid-march, that the Town Clerk should write to the Tanaiste seeking her advice/support for the location of the industry in the town.

MINUTE 17/04

Next Agenda

It was unanimously agreed by members that the functional area for discussion for next months meeting would be Sanitary Services and an appropriate official from Louth County Council asked to attend the meeting.

SIGNED ____________________

DATE     ____________________

