Minutes of May Meeting 2012

________________________________________________________________

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall on Monday 21st May 2012                 
In attendance:   


Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. O. Tully

Members:
Councillors: P. Bell M. Bellew D. Breathnach, M. Butler, T. Byrne, E. Corrigan, A. Donohoe, L. English A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, C. Markey, P. McGeough, P. McQuillan, I. Munster, M. Murnaghan, M. O’ Dowd, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, T. Sharkey, P. Savage, P. Smith


Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager





B. Woods, Head of Finance





J. McGuinness, Director of Services





J. Martin, Director of Services





M. Curran, Director of Services





F. Pentony, Director of Services





G. Kelly, Senior Engineer





T. Savage, Senior Executive Planner






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer





R. McKenna, Senior Engineer





W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer





E. O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer





M. Deery, Administrative Officer



F. McGee, Senior Engineer



C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer


Apologies:

Cllr. F. McCoy
Minute No.  139/12

CONFIRMATION OF  MINUTES 
Proposed by Cllr. F. McCoy
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey

And Resolved:-

That the minutes Monthly Meeting held on 16th April 2012 be adopted. An amendment to Minute Number 136/12 as proposed by Cllr T. Sharkey was agreed as follows:-
“Furthermore no planning decision has been overturned by any Official of this Authority” was amended to read “It was also stated that no decision has been overturned by any Official of this Authority”

Minute No.  140/12

CONFIRMATION OF  MINUTES 

Proposed by Cllr. F. Maher

Seconded by Cllr. M. Bellew

And Resolved:-

That the minutes of Special Meeting held on 23rd April 2012 be adopted. Cllr P. McQuillan requested that his attendance be reflected in the minutes and this amendment was agreed.
Minute No.  141/12

MINUTES – For Information 
The minutes of the following meetings were noted:
· CPG







05/4/2012

· Audit Committee






15/2/2012

· Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee

18/1/2012

· Economic Development & Future Planning SPC

09/2/2012

· Ardee Area Meeting





10/5/2012

· Dundalk Area Meeting





09/5/2012

Minute No.  142/12

Committee Reports
The Cathaoirleach Cllr. Oliver Tully reported on the meeting of The Corporate Policy Group held on Friday 11th May 2012.
The Chairman of the Transportation S.P.C. Cllr. F. Maher reported on the meeting of the Transportation S.P.C. held on 18th April 2012 and the special meeting of the committee held on 10th May 2012
Minute No. 143/12

DATE FOR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Proposed by Cllr. P. Savage
Seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach
And Resolved:-
That the Annual General Meeting would take place on Monday 18th June 2012
Minute No.   144/12

RURAL WATER PROGRAMME – PROVISIONAL PROPOSALS FOR YEAR 2012

Proposed by Cllr. P. Savage
Seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy
And Resolved:-
To approve the proposals as presented to the members for the Rural Water Programme for the year 2012
Minute No.   145/12

RURAL WATER PROGRAMME – YEAR 2011 REVIEW
The 2011 review of the Rural Water Programme was noted by the members

Minute No.   146/12

DRAFT VARIATION NO.4 OF THE LOUTH COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2009-2015 – MANAGER’S REPORT
Proposed by Cllr. F. McCoy
Seconded by Cllr. L. English
And Resolved

To approve the Manager’s Report on the draft variation No. 4 of the Louth County Development Plan 2009 subject to the following amendments :-

· Residential Development Zone 1

That residential development in Development Zone 1 should revert to the qualifying criteria contained in the Louth County Development Plan 2003-2009.

As this constituted a non compliance with an observation or recommendation made by the Minister, the members were asked to provide justification for the alteration and the reasons pertaining to the alteration to the Minister as specified in Section 13 (5)(aa) of the Planning and Development Acts 2000 – 2010.
The members agreed to provide same.
· Policy RD5

The replacement of the sentence “Any proposals must demonstrate an intrinsic link to the rural area and be of a scale commensurate with the rural area” with any proposals must demonstrate that they have a site specific link to the rural area, is appropriate for the site size, and be of a scale commensurate with the rural area”. 
On a show of hands 21 members were in favour and 1 member (Cllr. M. O’Dowd) voted against. The Cathaoirleach confirmed the motion carried. 
It was clarified by G. Kelly, Senior Engineer that the amendments agreed at the meeting would require the draft amended variation to go on public display for a further period of public consultation.

Minute No.  147/12

SECTION 85 AGREEMENT WITH KILDARE COUNTY COUNCIL RE ANAGLOG BRIDGE (LEINSTER BRIDGES REHABILITATION CONTRACT NO.1 – 2012
Proposed by Cllr. F. McCoy
Seconded by Cllr. L. English
And Resolved:-

To approve the Section 85 Agreement with Kildare Co. Co. re Anaglog Bridge (Leinster Bridges Rehabilitation Contract No.1-2012)
Minute No.   148/12

ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2011
Ms. B. Woods, Head of Finance gave a presentation on the 2011 Annual Financial Statement and responded to queries raised in relation to same. It was agreed that a breakdown of the figure on the purchase of lands, members costs, and consultancy & professional fees would be forwarded as requested.
Proposed by Cllr. F. McCoy
Seconded by Cllr. L. English
And Resolved:-
To approve the 2011 Annual Financial Statement and the over-expenditure.  Following a show of hands 18 voted in favour and none against.  The Cathaoirleach confirmed the motion carried.
Minute No.    149/12

APPOINTMENT OF MS REBECCA QUINN TO THE LOCAL TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
Proposed by Cllr. L. Reilly
Seconded by Cllr. E. Corrigan
And Resolved:-
To approve the appointment of Ms. Rebecca Quinn to the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee as per Section 21 of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998

Minute No.   150/12

TAOISEACH’S PUBLIC SERVICE EXCELLENCE AWARDS
The selection of the Louth Age Friendly County Initiative “Sharing the Journey” by the Taoiseach’s Public Service Excellence Awards Selection Committee in the final 20 awards candidates was noted by the members and congratulations was extended to the staff involved. 

Minute No.   151/12

Vote of Sympathy

The Members expressed their sympathy as follows:

· Padraig Donlon, Forward Planning unit - on the death of his Father James Donlon in Longford and his Father-in-law – Louis Leech, Dundalk

· Colette Moss, Human Resources on the Death of her Father-in-law Mr. Harry Moss.

· Una Stewart, Motor Tax Office on the death of her Mother – Mrs. Majella Stewart 

· Mrs. Anne Maguire & Family of the late Richard Maguire employee of Dundalk Town Council

· Lilian O’Neill, Louth County Library Service. On the death of her Father Mr. Johnny Byrne

· Parents of Ms. Brid Maloney, Pollbrock, Stabannon, Castlebellingham on the death of their daughter

Minute No.  152/12

Vote of Congratulations
A vote of congratulations was extended to the Louth GAA team on their victory over Westmeath.

Minute No.    153/12
ENERGY MANAGEMENT IN LOCAL AUTHORITY BUILDINGS

A presentation on the Cross-border project in relation to energy management in Local Authority Buildings was given by Ms. Bernadette McArdle, Executive Engineer and Mr. Brian Crowe.
Minute No.    154/12
FINANCE QUARTERLY REPORT

The Finance quarterly report as circulated with the Agenda was noted by the members and questions in regard to same were dealt with by Ms. B. Woods, Head of Finance

Minute No.    155/12
LIBRARY & ARCHIVES QUARTERLY REPORT

The Library & Archives quarterly report as circulated with the Agenda was noted by the members and questions in regard to same were dealt with by Ms. B. Woods, Head of Finance

Minute No.    156/12
ARTS QUARTERLY REPORT

The Arts quarterly report as circulated with the Agenda was noted by the members and questions in regard to same were dealt with by Ms. B. Woods, Head of Finance

Minute No.    157/12

Suspension of Standing Orders

Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey
And Resolved:-

To suspend Standing Orders as per Order Number 24 to permit the business of the meeting continue until 2.00pm

Minute No.    158/12

TRANSPORTATION & MARINE PROGRESS REPORT
The Transportation and Marine progress report dated 9th May 2012 as circulated with the Agenda was noted by the members and questions in regard to same were dealt with by Ms. Joan Martin, Director of Services. 
On the request of Ms. J. Martin it was proposed by Cllr. L. English, seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey and agreed by the 20 members present that the update on the “Mollie Wee” would be given to the Council in committee as the update included legal advice, the giving of which at a public meeting could prejudice any future court case in relation to this matter.  Details of the options available to the Council were given by Ms. J. Martin and following a discussion on the matter it was agreed that options to be pursued in this instance should be a further attempt to gain agreement with the landowner, and / or to exercise the Councils options under the Planning & Development Acts in relation to the creation of a Public Right of Way.  Ms. J. Martin agreed to provide a further paper on these particular options to the members.

Minute No.   159/12

PLANNING PROGRESS REPORT 
The Planning progress report dated 11th May and as circulated with the Agenda was noted by the members.

Minute No.   160/12

FIRE SERVICES PROGRESS REPORT 
The Fire Services progress report as circulated with the May Agenda was noted by the members.

Minute No.   161/12

HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT
The Housing progress report  dated 14th May 2012 as circulated with the Agenda was noted by the members and questions in regard to same were dealt with by Mr. Joe McGuinness, Director of Services. 


Minute No.   162/12

ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRESS REPORT
The Environmental progress report dated 11th May 2012 as circulated with the Agenda was noted by the members and questions in regard to same were dealt with by Mr. Frank Pentony, Director of Services.

Minute No.   163/12

ALLOCATION OF MEMBERS COMMUNITY GRANTS

Proposed by Cllr. M. Murnaghan
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey
And Resolved:-

To approve the allocation of sixteen (16) Members Community Grants as circulated with the Agenda.

Minute No.    164/12

CONFERENCES / EVENTS
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy
And Resolved:-

To approve the attendance of Members at conferences as circulated with the Agenda and recorded in the Conference Register. 

Minute No.   165/12

NOTICE OF MOTION
Proposed by Cllr. L. English
Seconded by Cllr. M. Murnaghan

“That Louth County Council refer to the Housing SPC for its consideration, the installation of Budget Meters in all existing  and New Housing Stock to assist tenants in meeting Electricity Costs.


Minute No.    166/12

NOTICE OF MOTION
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
That Louth County Council do not punish the areas where the Household Charge has not been successfully collected.

As there was no seconder the motion fell

Minute No.    167/12

NOTICE OF MOTION
Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey
“In view of the large number of vacant private houses across the state that Government introduces a grant scheme as an incentive to bringing such properties into habitable use.  In return for such a grant the property owners undertake to make their properties available to the Local Authority for letting stock to tenants or persons on their housing lists.  Such a scheme could help stimulate the depressed housing sector activity and help reduce the growing housing lists in local authorities.  A pilot scheme could be introduced in Louth Local Authorities to ascertain the degree of interest in the private sector”

A short discussion on the matter took place followed by a vote.  On a show of hands 8 voted in favour of the motion and 2 voted against.

The time being 2.00pm The Cathaoirleach concluded the meeting.

That concluded the business of the meeting.

These Minutes were confirmed at a meeting of the Council held on:-

Date:

      

__________________


Cathaoirleach:    

__________________

Meetings Administrator
__________________

________________________________________________________________

COMHAIRLE CONTAE LÚ


