Minutes of March Meeting 2012

________________________________________________________________

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 26th March 2012
In attendance:   


Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. O. Tully
Members:
Councillors: P. Bell M. Bellew D. Breathnach, M. Butler, T. Byrne, E. Corrigan, A. Donohoe, L. English A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, P. McGeough, P. McQuillan, I. Munster, M. Murnaghan, M. O’ Dowd, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, T. Sharkey, P. Savage
Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager






J. McGuinness, Director of Services





J. Martin, Director of Services






F. Pentony, Director of Services





M. Curran, Director of Services







B. Woods, Head of Finance






G. Kelly, Senior Engineer






P. Hughes, Executive Planner





A. Dullaghan, Executive Planner





E. Woulfe, Chief Fire Officer





P. Donnelly, Meetings Administrator SEO 


Apologies:

Cllrs. C. Markey, F. McCoy, P. Smith
                --------------------------------------
Minute No. 66/12
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey
And Resolved:-
That the minutes of the meetings held on 20th February 2012 be adopted.
Minute No. 67/12

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
Proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey
To consider the motion
“That Louth County Council will not use the power it has been given by Section 14 of the Local Government Act (Household Charge) Act 2011 to access information held by utility companies for the purpose of identifying potential liability to the Household Charge”
Proposed by Cllr. O. Tully

Seconded by Cllr. L. English

To amend the Motion
That the motion be discussed following the break for a period to ten minutes
A vote by a show of hands resulted in 11 for and 5 against the amendment. 
The Cathaoirleach confirmed the amendment carried.

Minute No. 68/12

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

Proposed by Cllr. M. Murnaghan
Seconded by Cllr. J. Ryan

To consider the motion
“That Louth County Council calls on Vodafone to reconsider the proposed move of its Dundalk and Dublin Call centre operations to Newry,  that this Council recognise the implications that such a move will have on the staff currently employed in each location by Vodafone and Rigney Dolphin and also the detrimental impact such a move will have on the local economy, and on tax revenues for this state”.
The Cathaoirleach clarified that this would be for a period of ten minutes following the break.

A vote by a show of hands resulted in 17 for the motion as clarified by the Cathaoirleach.  
Minute No. 69/12

MINUTES FOR INFORMATION

The minutes of the following meetings were noted:
· CPG





06/01/2012 & 10/02/2012

· Housing SPC




21/11/2011

· Dundalk Area Meeting



08/02/2012

· Drogheda Area Meeting



06/02/2012

· Dundalk Joint Policing Committee

18/10/2011

· Drogheda Joint Policing Committee

14/11/2011

· Ardee Joint Policing Committee

15/11/2011

Minute No. 70/12
COMMITTEE  REPORTS

· The Cathaoirleach Cllr. O. Tully reported on the meeting of the Corporate Policy Group held on 9th March, 2012
· Cllr J. Ryan, Chair of the Housing SPC reported on the meeting held on 20th February 2012
· Cllr. F. Maher, Chair of the Transportation SPC reported on the meeting held on 23rd February 2012
Minute No. 71/12
JPC ANNUAL REPORT 2011
The JPC Annual Report 2011 for the Counties Joint Policing Committees under Section 36(5) of An Garda Síochána Act – was noted by the members
Minute No. 72/12
CONSIDERATION OF THE MANAGER’S REPORT ON SUBMISSIONS ON THE PROPOSED MATERIAL ALTERATIONS TO THE DRAFT VARIATION NO. 3. OF THE LOUTH COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2009 – 2015 (SETTLEMENT PLANS)

Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. L. English
And Resolved to
Confirm the County Managers recommendations as set out in the report.

Minute No. 73/12
PRESENTATION ON THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
Members noted and welcomed the presentation delivered by Mr. Michael Curran, Director of Services on the progress of actions under the memorandum of understanding between Louth County Council and Newry and Mourne District Council. In discussing the report the Members expressed unanimous disappointment with the decision of SEUPB not to consider further the application for funding of the Narrow Water Bridge project.

Minute No. 74/12
SECTION 183 NOTICES
Proposed by Cllr. P. Savage
Seconded by Cllr. F. Maher
And Resolved
That having considered the Section 183 Notice dated 27th February, 2012 as provided for in the Local Government Act 2001, that the said lands as set out at Lavin Park, Tullyallen be disposed off to Electricity Supply Board, 27 Lower Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin 2.
That having considered the Section 183 Notice dated 1st March, 2012 as provided for in the Local Government Act 2001, that the said lands as set out at Fr. Finn Park, Louth Village be disposed off to Electricity Supply Board, 27 Lower Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin 2.

That having considered the Section 183 Notice dated 1st March, 2012 as provided for in the Local Government Act 2001, that the said lands as set out at Dorie Beag, Collon, Co. Louth be disposed off to Electricity Supply Board, 27 Lower Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin 2.

Minute No. 75/12

POLICY ON INSTALLATION OF DOMESTIC FIRE DETECTION SYSTEMS

Proposed by Cllr. J. Ryan

Seconded by Cllr. M. Murnaghan

And Resolved

To confirm the policy on Domestic Fire Detection and Alarm systems as presented by the Chairperson of the Housing Strategic Policy Committee under cover of his correspondence dated 8th March 2012
Minute No. 76/12

ORDER AND CONDUCT
Proposed by Cllr. M. O’Dowd
Seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach

And Resolved

That in accordance with standing orders, Cllr. Sharkey withdraws remarks made about Cllr. Tully, Cathaoirleach and that the said member withdraw from the Chamber. 
Following an exchange on the matter The Cathaoirleach accepted the withdrawal of the remarks and noted same as an apology from Cllr. Sharkey. 

PROPOSED EVENT MANAGEMENT GUIDE

Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. F. Maher

And Resolved

To confirm as the practice for events in County Louth recommendations and practices as set out in the Event Management Guide.
Minute No. 77/12

SECOND REVIEW OF THE LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL ROAD TRAFFIC SPEED LIMITS, COUNTY OF LOUTH BYE-LAWS 2009 AS PROVIDED FOR IN THE ROAD TRAFFIC ACT 2004 – FOR APPROVAL TO COMMENCE STATUTORY CONSULTATION
Proposed by Cllr. M. Butler
Seconded by Cllr. P. Savage

And Resolved
To confirm approval to proceed to commence the statutory consultation process in regard to County Louth Road Traffic Speed limits.

Minute No. 78/12

ROAD TRAFFIC SPEED LIMITS COUNTY OF LOUTH BYE-LAWS 2009; SPECIAL 30 kph SPEED LIMIT DUNDALK TOWN CENTRE CORE 2012 – FOR APPROVAL
Proposed by Cllr. M. Butler
Seconded by Cllr. P. Savage

And Resolved
To confirm the new 30kph speed limit for Dundalk Town Centre core.

Minute No. 79/12

VOTE OF SYMPATHY
The members expressed their sympathy to the families of the following:-

Mr. Brian Lynch, Finance Section on the death of his father Stephen
Mr. Paddy Walsh, Mid Louth Area Office, on the death of his Father

Family of the late Tommy Doyle former employee Dundalk Town Council

Family of the late Richard Morgan, former Mayor, Drogheda Borough Council
Minute No. 80/12

VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS
The members expressed their congratulations to all staff who recently retired recognising their contribution to the work of the Council
Congratulations were extended to the Louth GAA under 21 team on their achievement in reaching the Leinster Final.
Minute No. 81/12

ROAD WORKS PROGRAMME 2012

Proposed by Cllr. F. Maher
Seconded by Cllr. T. Byrne
And Resolved
To approve the Road Works programme 2012 as circulated with the agenda.
Minute No. 82/12
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. F. Maher.
And Resolved
To suspend Standing Orders as per Standing Order Number 24 until 2.00 p.m.
Minute No. 83/12

TRANSPORTATION AND MARINE PROGRESS REPORT

The Transportation & Marine Progress Report dated 8th March 2012 as circulated with the Agenda was noted by the members.
Minute No. 84/12

PLANNING PROGRESS REPORT

The Planning Progress Report dated 29th February 2012 as circulated with the Agenda was noted by the members
Minute No. 85/12

HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT

The Housing Progress Report dated 12th March 2012 as circulated with the Agenda was noted by the members.
Proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey
Seconded by Cllr. P. McGeough

And Resolve to

Invite Minister Hogan to attend a meeting of Louth County Council to discuss housing issues.
Minute No. 86/12

ALLOCATION OF MEMBERS COMMUNITY GRANTS
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey

Seconded by Cllr. A. Grehan

And Resolved
To approve the allocation of fourteen (14) Members Community Grants as circulated with the Agenda.
Minute No. 87/12
CONFERENCES / EVENTS

Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey

Seconded by Cllr. M. O’Dowd
And Resolved

To approve members attendance at conferences circulated with the agenda and as recorded in the Conference attendance register.

Minute No. 88/12

Notice of Motion

Proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey
Seconded by Cllr. O. Corrigan

“That Louth County Council will not use the power it has been given by Section 14 of the Local Government Act (Household Charge) Act 2011 to access information held by utility companies for the purpose of identifying potential liability to the Household Charge”

The County Manager advised the Members that revenue realised by the payment of the Household charge is fundamental to the resourcing of the Local Authority. As Manager he will be pursuing as an executive function the collection of this charge regardless of the Members decision.

The Motion was not confirmed.

Minute No. 89/12

Notice of Motion

Proposed by Cllr. M. Murnaghan
Seconded by Cllr. J. Ryan

To consider the motion
“That Louth County Council calls on Vodafone to reconsider the proposed move of its Dundalk and Dublin Call centre operations to Newry, that this Council recognise the implications that such a move will have on the staff currently employed in each location by Vodafone and Rigney Dolphin and also the detrimental impact such a move will have on the local economy, and on tax revenues for this state”.

Following discussion on the matter The Cathaoirleach confirm the Motion carried.
Minute No. 90/12
Special Meeting

Proposed by Cllr. M. Murnaghan
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey
And resolved

That a special meeting of Council be convened on Tuesday 3rd April at 6.00pm to deal with the outstanding item on the March Agenda 
That concluded the business of the meeting.
These Minutes were confirmed at a meeting of the Council held on:-

Date:

      

__________________


Cathaoirleach:    

__________________

Meetings Administrator
__________________

________________________________________________________________

COMHAIRLE CONTAE LÚ


