JUNE 2012

________________________________________________________________

Minutes of the June Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall on Monday 18th June 2012 


Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. F. McCoy

Members:
Councillors: D. Breathnach, M. Butler, T. Byrne, E. Corrigan, A. Donohoe, L. English, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, C. Markey, P. McGeough, P. McQuillan, I. Munster, M. Murnaghan, M. O’ Dowd, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, T. Sharkey, P. Savage, P. Smith, O. Tully


Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager





B. Woods, Head of Finance






J. Martin, Director of Services






M. Curran, Director of Services






F. Pentony, Director of Services






W. Walsh, A/Director of Services




C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer




M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer




P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer



Apologies:

Cllrs. P. Bell & M. Bellew 

                    Minute No. 172/12

CONFIRMATION OF  MINUTES 
Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. L. English
And Resolved
That the minutes of the ordinary Meeting held on 21st May 2012 be adopted. 
                    Minute No. 173/12

MINUTES – For Information 
The minutes of the following meetings were noted:

· CPG







11/05/2012
· Housing, Social & Community Planning SPC


20/02/2012
· Dundalk Joint Policing Committee



20/02/2012

· Drogheda Joint Policing Committee



21/02/2012

· Ardee Joint Policing Committee



27/02/2012

· Dundalk/Carlingford Area Committee



06/06/2012

· Ardee Area Committee





07/06/2012

                    Minute No. 174/12

COMMITTEE  REPORTS
Cllr. Oliver Tully outgoing Cathaoirleach reported on the meeting of the CPG held on Friday 8th June 2012.
The Chairman of the Housing, Social & Community Planning SPC, Cllr. Jim Ryan reported on the meeting held on 31st May 2012 
                    Minute No. 175/12

Annual Report 2011
Proposed by Cllr. O. Tully
Seconded by Cllr. M. Murnaghan
And Resolved
To adopt the Annual Report for 2012 as circulated with the agenda in accordance with Section 221 of the Local Government Act, 2001 


Minute No. 176/12

July Monthly Meeting
Proposed by Cllr. M. Murnaghan
Seconded by Cllr. C. Markey
And Resolved
That the July ordinary meeting is held in County Hall and that a future meeting of Council is hosted in Drogheda this year and a further meeting be hosted in Ardee during the term of the current Cathaoirleach.








Minute No. 177/12

SECTION 183 NOTICE
DISPOSAL OF LANDS AT KNOCKNAGORAN OMEATH
Proposed by Cllr. P. Savage
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey
And Resolved
To dispose of lands at Knocknagoran, Omeath as per the Section 183 notice dated 8th June 2012













Minute No. 178/12

GRANTS PROVIDED TO PROMOTE THE INTERESTS OF LOCAL COMMUNITIES 
Proposed by Cllr. P. Savage
Seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach
And Resolved
That the grants as set out in the report provided under cover of correspondence dated 12th June 2012 be confirmed as provided for under Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001


Minute No. 179/12

TRANSPORTATION & MARINE PROGRESS REPORT
The Transportation and Marine progress report dated 8th June 2012 and circulated with the Agenda was noted by the members and question in regard to same were dealt with by Mrs. Joan Martin, Director of Services.


Minute No. 180/12

Right of Way at Mollie Wee, Clogherhead
Proposed by Cllr. I. Munster

Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey

And Resolved

That in Principal Council proceeds with the creation of a Right of Way at Mollie Wee, Clogherhead.



Minute No. 181/12

PLANNING PROGRESS REPORT 
The Planning progress report for June 2012 and circulated with the Agenda was noted by the members and questions in regard to same were dealt with by Mr. Willie Walsh, A/ Director of Services.

Minute No. 182/12

HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT
The Housing progress report dated 12th June 2012 and circulated with the Agenda was noted by the members and questions in regard to same were dealt with by Mr. Willie Walsh, A/ Director of Services.


Minute No. 183/12

ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRESS REPORT
The Environmental progress report dated 18th June 2012 and circulated with the Agenda was noted by the members and questions in regard to same were dealt with by Mr. Frank Pentony, Director of Services
                   Minute No. 184/12

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey

Seconded by Cllr. J. Ryan
And Resolved
To Suspend Standing Orders as per standing Order Number 24 to allow the meeting continue until 2.00pm 


Minute No. 185/12

ALLOCATION OF MEMBERS COMMUNITY GRANTS

Proposed by Cllr. J. Ryan
Seconded by Cllr. O. Tully
And Resolved
To approve the allocation of twenty (20) Members Community Grants as circulated with the Agenda.


Minute No. 186/12

CONFERENCES / EVENTS
Proposed by Cllr. J. Ryan
Seconded by Cllr. L. English
And Resolved
To approve members’ attendance at the conferences endorsed by the Corporate Policy Group on 8th June, 2012 circulated with the Agenda and recorded in the Conference Register.

Minute No. 187/12

Vote of Sympathy
The following Votes of Sympathy were recorded.

· Ms. Sinead Lally, Planning Service, on the death of her Mother Mrs. Marie Lally.

· Cllr. Colm Markey on the death of his Aunt Ms. Alice Cunningham.

· Mr. Paul Kneel, Environment Section, on the death of his Mother-in-Law, Mrs M. McCabe
· The Faulkner Family on the Death of Mr. Padraig Faulkner former member of the Oireachtas and Minister.

Minute No. 188/12

NOTICE OF MOTION
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. M.O’Dowd
And Resolved
That Louth County Council investigate the source of pollution on the River Boyne close to Baltray and give a report on same.  How many cases of pollution from farm slurry, septic tanks etc have occurred into our rivers and streams since 2009?

Reply
Louth County Council received a complaint on 29th March 2012 which alleged that an oil type substance was being discharged to the River Boyne from a pump intake station operated by an industrial facility located at Baltray Road, Drogheda.  This industrial facility is licensed by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) by means of an Integrated Pollution Prevention Control (IPPC) license.  The EPA is the licensing authority for this facility and is responsible for investigating pollution complaints.  Louth County Council referred the complaint to the EPA on 29th March 2012 for investigation.  Notwithstanding this, Louth County Council inspected the site on 30th March 2012.  No discharge of oil was detected by Louth County Council on this date, but a small oil residue was visible on the river embankment both upstream and downstream of the alleged pollution location.  The river is subject to tidal movements at this location and the source of oil residue on the river embankment could not be determined.  On 5th April 2012 Louth County Council requested EPA to provide information on its investigation.  The EPA has advised Louth County Council the pollution complaint was investigated and no pollution source was identified.  The EPA has further advised Louth County Council the industrial facility concerned has claimed the pumping station in question is an electrical pumping station, no oil is used or stored at the pumping station, no maintenance works were carried out in the week prior to, or around the time of, the alleged incident, and no oil was released from the pump station to the river Boyne.  The EPA has not been able to identify the source of the alleged pollution.

Between 31st December 2009 and 18th April 2012 Louth County Council received 162 complaints relating to water pollution.  These complaints include septic tank discharges, discharges from agricultural activities and hydrocarbon spillages (domestic and commercial).  All complaints have been investigated. At this time156 of these complaints are closed and 6 are open.  One of the open complaints is currently subject of legal action by Louth County Council, a legal notice has been served in another case, and warning letters with time frames for compliance have been issued in relation to the remaining four open cases.

The Response was noted.

Minute No. 189/12

NOTICE OF MOTION
Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. J. Ryan
And Resolved
“Louth County Council calls on the Minister for the Environment to exempt all householders who have paid stamp duty on primary residences and or paid development levies to all local authorities since the introduction of such levies.  Such properties would be given credit for such payments for a period of years and allowed offset these credits on any property tax proposal that Government may contemplate”.

Following a show of hands the motion was confirmed with thirteen (13) for and seven (7) against.
The time being 2.00pm that concluded the business of the meeting
That concluded the business of the meeting.

These Minutes were confirmed at a meeting of the Council held on:-

Date:

      

__________________


Cathaoirleach:    

__________________

Meetings Administrator
__________________

________________________________________________________________

COMHAIRLE CONTAE LÚ


