Minutes of January Meeting 2012

________________________________________________________________

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 16th January 2012
In attendance:   


Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. O. Tully

Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew D. Breathnach, M. Butler, T. Byrne, E. Corrigan, A. Donohoe, L. English A. Grehan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, C. Markey, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, P. McQuillan, I. Munster, M. Murnaghan, M. O’Dowd, L. Reilly. J. Ryan, T. Sharkey, P. Savage, 
Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager






J. McGuinness, Director of Services





J. Martin, Director of Services






F. Pentony, Director of Services





M. Curran, Director of Services







B. Woods, Head of Finance






G. Kelly, Senior Engineer






M. O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer






W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer






P. Donnelly, Meetings Administrator SEO 
                --------------------------------------
Minute No. 04/12
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
Proposed by Cllr. J. Lennon
Seconded by Cllr. J. Ryan
And Resolved:-
That the minutes of the meetings held on 19th December 2011 be adopted
Minute No. 05/12

CONFIRMATION OF BUDGET MEETING MINUTES 
Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. F. Maher
And Resolved:-
That the minutes of the annual Budget Meeting held on 19th December 2011 be adopted

Minute No. 06/11
Cllr. Corrigan sought further clarification in regard to the response presented and recorded at Minute No. 284/11.  The Cathaoirleach agreed to raise the matter at the next meeting of CPG.

Minute No. 07/12

MINUTES FOR INFORMATION

The minutes of the following meetings were noted:
(Enclosed/Iniata)

· Dundalk Carlingford/Dundalk South Area Committee
07/12/12

· Ardee Area Committee





08/12/12

· CPG Special Budget Meeting 




09/12/12

· CPG 







09/12/12

· Economic Development & Future Planning SPC

13/10/11

· Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee

04/05/11

Minute No. 08/12
COMMITTEE  REPORTS

The Cathaoirleach reported on the meeting of the Corporate Policy Group held on 6th January, 2012
Minute No. 09/12
TRANSPORTATION PROGRESS REPORT

The Transportation report dated 4th January 2012 as circulated with the agenda was noted by the members.  An additional report in respect of the Right of Way at Mollie Wee, Clogherhead as circulated at the meeting was also noted.
Minute No. 10/12
ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT
The County Manager agreed to include in future agenda an Environmental Report which would be adapted to keep the members informed in regard to Environmental issues such as diesel laundering clean up and recovery operations.
Minute No. 11/12
PLANNING PROGRESS REPORT

The Planning Progress Report dated 6th January 2012 as circulated with the Agenda was noted by the members
Minute No. 12/12

SPECIAL MEETING

Members agreed to hold a special meeting of Council “in committee” on Monday 23rd January 2012 at 6.00 p.m. to discuss policy issues in regard to the County Development Plan (2009 – 2015)
Minute No. 13/12

HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT

The Housing Progress report dated 9th January, 2012 as circulated with the agenda was noted by the members.  
Minute No. 14/12
CONFIDENTIAL HELPLINE

Proposed by Cllr. Murnaghan

Seconded by Cllr. McCoy

And resolved

That a confidential helpline be established to facilitate members of the public reporting suspected diesel laundering operations.
The Cathaoirleach suggested that the existing Litter hotline could be used for same.  It was agreed that the matter would be reviewed at the next round of J.P.C. meetings.

Minute No. 15/12
CONFERENCES / EVENTS
Proposed by Cllr. Savage
Seconded by Cllr. Ryan
And resolved

To approve members’ attendance at the conferences as circulated with the agenda, considered by the Corporate Policy Group on 6th January 2012 and recorded in the Conference register. 
Minute No. 16/12
NOTICES OF QUESTION
(i) Cllr. P. McGeough

“Given that access to Whiteriver Landfill is being curtailed, will the County Manager commit to providing alternative services, such as Skips at designated collection points to be used by domestic customers who used to avail of the service at Whiteriver?”

Reply
This matter will be dealt with under item No. 2 on Agenda - Presentation on Whiteriver Landfill site – Special Meeting of 5th October 2011
Mr. F. Pentony, Director of Services updated in regard to the report and advised that there were no provisions under the Licence to accept untreated waste within the Whiteriver Landfill Site.
Minute No. 17/12

(ii) Cllr. T. Sharkey

“In relation to information provided in writing to the July 2011 meeting of Louth County Council (responding to queries on the 2010 Annual Financial Statement), can the County Manager detail what particular capital works in Stephenstown Pond were to be carried out with the €200,000 provided in 2009 to that amenity and when the capital works were carried out?

Can the County Manager confirm that this €200,000 in funding was not issued for the purpose of clearing an outstanding loan from Louth County Enterprise Fund? 

Reply
The payment of €200,000 was paid to Stephenstown Pond in 2009 to assist them in clearing outstanding debt on the project which would then allow them to work on a business plan for the future of the project.  The money was originally included in the capital programme in 2003/4 but at the time was subject to the completion of the building project.  This work was completed in 2008/9 and before payment was made the manager requested an independent review of the operations of the project to be carried out.  As a result of the review the manager agreed to the payment subject to the recommendations made in the review, one of which was that a trust committee would be established with members of the community and a representative of Louth County Council whom the manager recommended.  The manager proposed the Head of Finance to sit on the trust and the trust members approved the appointment at their meeting.

The County Manager advised the Members that if he (Cllr. Sharkey) had information relating to the matter that it should be brought to the attention of the executive and he should do so without delay.
Minute No. 18/12

(iii) Cllr. J. Loughran

“That members of Louth County Council receive a comprehensive report on all properties purchased by Louth Local Authorities in each year since 2002 inclusive. That this report details the lands/properties purchased, price paid, vendor, purpose for which the property was bought and the current situation relating to the property. That this report be made available to all members within 6 weeks”.

Reply
Staff are continuing to collate the detail of the response to this question. Attached are details of expenditure on land purchases for 2010. Further responses will be furnished when they are available
Mr. G. Kelly, Senior Engineer advised that staff resources are limited and face continuing workload pressures. However staff were continuing to collate what was an extensive response and this would be provided as soon as practical.
Minute No. 19/12

(iv) Cllr. F. Godfrey

What is the total amount of Commercial Rates owed to Louth County Council over the past 3 years?

Reply
The Commercial rates due to Louth County Council at 31st December each year are as follows:
 

2010   €2,877,506
2009   €1,797,286
2008      €988,499
Minute No. 20/12

(v) Cllr. F. Godfrey

How many Septic Tanks are there in County Louth?

Reply
It is estimated there are currently approximately 9,500 wastewater treatment facilities for single houses in County Louth
Minute No. 21/12

NOTICES OF MOTION FROM OTHER COUNCILS 

Notices of Motion from other Councils as circulated with the agenda were noted
Minute No. 22/12

CORRESPONDENCE

Correspondence as listed and circulated with previous Agenda was noted.
Minute No. 23/12

COUNTY MANAGERS REGISTER

The availability of the Register was noted
That concluded the business of the meeting.
These Minutes were confirmed at a meeting of the Council held on:-

Date:

      

__________________


Leas-Cathaoirleach:    
__________________

Meetings Administrator
__________________

________________________________________________________________

COMHAIRLE CONTAE LÚ


