Minutes of December Meeting 2012

________________________________________________________________

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall on Monday 17th December 2012                 
In attendance:   

Cathaoirleach:

Cllr. F. McCoy
Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew D. Breathnach, M. Butler, T. Byrne, E. Corrigan, A. Donohoe, L. English F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, C. Markey, P. McGeough, P. McQuillan, I. Munster, M. Murnaghan, M. O’ Dowd, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, T. Sharkey, P. Savage, P. Smith, O. Tully


Officials:

J. Martin, County Manager





B. Woods, Head of Finance





J. McGuinness, Director of Services





F. Pentony, Director of Services





R. McAuley, Financial Management 






Accountant







B. Lynch, Financial Management Accountant






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer






W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer






G. Kelly, Senior Engineer 
P. Donnelly, Meetings Administrator


Apologies
:
Cllrs. P. Bell & A. Grehan
Minute No.  293/12

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

Proposed by Cllr. M. Murnaghan
Seconded by Cllr. P. Savage
And Resolved:-

That the minutes of the Ordinary Monthly Meeting held on 19th November 2012 be adopted.
Minute No.  294/12

VOTE OF SYMPATHY
The following votes of sympathy were recorded to:-

The wife and family of the late Sean Kenna, former member of Louth County Council and Dundalk Town Council

The wife and family of the late Paddy Lavin, former County Manager, Louth County Council

Minute No.  295/12

VOTE OF GOOD WISHES

Members extended their good wishes to Mr. John Quinlivan, former County Manager, Louth County Council who is recuperating following recent surgery.
Minute No.  296/12

VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations were extended to:-

The President, Mr. Denis Cummins and Board of DKIT on achieving the Green Campus Award for 3rd level institutions.
Mr. Larry Magnier on receiving the Coast Care Award
Minute No.  297/12

MINUTES – For Information 
The minutes of the following meetings were noted:







· CPG







09/11/2012
· Drogheda East & West Area Meeting



05/11/2012
· Dundalk/Carlingford Area Meeting



07/11/2012
· Ardee Area Meeting





06/11/2012
· North Louth Joint Policing Committee


10/09/2012
· Mid Louth Joint Policing Committee



17/09/2012
· South Louth Joint Policing Committee


18/09/2012
· North East Regional Homeless Consultative Forum
26/09/2012
Minute No.  298/12

Committee Reports
CPG – An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. F. McCoy reported on the meeting of 7th December 2012 
Environment SPC – Cllr. M. O’Dowd chair, reported on the meeting held on 29th November 2012
Minute No. 299/12

DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS IN DEVELOPMENT KNOWN AS HARBOUR COTTAGES, CARLINGFORD, CO. LOUTH 

Proposed by Cllr. P. Savage
Seconded by Cllr. M. Murnaghan
And Resolved:-
In accordance with Section 11 or Roads Act, 1993 and Section 180 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 that the roads in Development known as Harbour Cottages, Carlingford, Co. Louth be declared as public roads.
Minute No.   300/12
SECTION 183 NOTICE
Proposed by Cllr. L. Reilly
Seconded by Cllr. P. Savage
And Resolved:-
That the notice circulated on 6th December 2012 in respect of the disposal of Lands at Richardstown, Ardee to Des and Kathleen Campbell, Richardstown, Ardee be confirmed. 
Minute No.   301/12

SECTION 85 AGREEMENT – FIRE SERVICES
Proposed by Cllr. J. Ryan
Seconded by Cllr. T. Byrne

And Resolved:-
To confirm Section 85 agreement  with Dundalk Town Council and Drogheda Borough Council with respect to Louth County Council carrying our the functions under both the Fire Services Act 1981-2003 and the Building Control Acts 1990 - 2007.
Minute No.   302/12

AUDIT COMMITTEE REPORT
Dr. Philip Byrne, Chair of the Audit Committee presented the Committee Annual Report and addressed the member’s questions in respect of same.
Minute No. 303/12

HOUSING FINANCE AGENCY DRAWDOWN
Proposed by Cllr. P. Savage

Seconded by Cllr. F. Maher

And Resolved
To confirm agreement to drawdown €2,500,000 from the Housing Finance Agency for the funding of Housing loans, including those being processed under the Tenant Purchase Schemes and the Incremental Purchase Scheme.
Minute No. 304/12
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2011

The Annual Financial Statement 2011 was presented by Ms. B. Woods, Head of Finance and noted by the members
Minute No. 305/12

RAISING OF A LOAN
Proposed by Cllr. P. Savage
Seconded by Cllr. M. Butler

And Resolved:-
To confirm the approval of the raising of a loan in the amount of 3 million euro in respect of a Waste Energy Facility at Whiteriver Landfill Site, Dunleer.
Minute No.   306/12
FIRE SERVICES QUARTERLY REPORT

The quarterly report on the Fire Service dated 8th December 2012 was noted by the members.
Minute No.   307/12

TRANSPORTATION & MARINE PROGRESS REPORT
The Transportation & Marine Reported dated 7th December 2012 was noted by the members.
Minute No.   308/12

PLANNING PROGRESS REPORT
The Planning Progress Report dated 7th December 2012 was noted by the members.
Minute No.   309/12

HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT
The Housing Progress Report dated 7th December 2012 was noted by the members.
Minute No.   310/12

ENVIRONMENT PROGRESS REPORT
The Environment Progress Report dated 11th December 2012 was noted by the members. 
Minute No.   311/12

CONFERENCES AND EVENTS

Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. A. Donohoe
To approve the attendance of members at conferences endorsed by the CPG on Friday 7th December 2012 with an 
Amendment
That Conference No. 1 (Local Electoral Boundaries) be removed from the list

Proposed by Cllr. I. Munster

Seconded by Cllr. T. Sharkey

There followed a roll call vote on the amendment
For:

Cllrs E. Corrigan, J. Loughran, P. McGeough, P. McQuillan, I. 


Munster, T. 
Sharkey (6)

Against: 
Cllrs. M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, M. Butler, T. Byrne, A. Donohoe, L. 

English, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, C. Markey, F. McCoy, F. Maher, M. 


Murnaghan, M. O’ Dowd, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Smith, O. Tully (17)

Abstained: 
Cllr. P. Savage (1)

Absent: 
Cllrs P. Bell & A. Grehan (2)

The Cathaoirleach confirmed the original proposal to be carried.
Minute No.   312/12

NOTICES OF MOTION

(i) 
Proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey


Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey

That Louth County Council has no confidence in the Minister for Health, James Reilly T.D., because of his inability to deliver on his budget commitments which were based on false and misleading targets in many areas that were never achievable or implementable due to his lack of governance, resulting in more chaos across the health service which will directly impact on patients because of more frontline services being cut, extra bed closures, and more cuts to social support services to the disabled and elderly.

The Minister’s inability to manage the crisis in our health services saw more than 60 ill patients on trolleys in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital on Thursday 11th October; only weeks after 36 beds were closed in our county’s hospitals.

This Council notes that some of the direct results of Minister Reilly’s actions in Louth are:

1. The permanent closure of a 20 bed step down ward in Louth County Hospital

2. The closure of 16 beds on the 6th floor of Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital

3. The reduction of Physiotherapy services in Louth County Hospital, which has in the past served to reduce the waiting list for orthopaedic clinics

4. The reduction of opening hours of the Acute Medical Assessment Unit in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital

5. The reduction of the provision of Home Help hours across the state

This Council is also concerned at the imminent reduction of the opening hours of the Minor Injuries Unit in Louth County Hospital and also the proposals to discontinue Respite Beds in the Cottage Hospital Drogheda. 

This Council sees the emergency in the Health Service as having a direct impact on the lives of citizens in Louth and on the functions of Louth County Council and will communicate this resolution to all other Town and County Councils and also to An Taoiseach and An Tánaiste.
Amendment 
That Louth County expresses concern that the reduction in Health Service expenditure will have an effect on the residents of County Louth and the members seek a meeting with the Minister for Health and the HSE to seek the retention of Services.

Proposed by Cllr. M. O’ Dowd

Seconded by Cllr. P. Savage

There followed a roll call vote on the amendment

For: 

Cllrs. D. Breathnach, A. Donohoe, L. English, J. Lennon C. Markey, 

F. McCoy, M. Murnaghan, M. O’ Dowd, L. Reilly, P. Savage, 



P. Smith, O. Tully (12)

Against:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, M. Butler, T. Byrne E. Corrigan, F. Godfrey J. 


Loughran, F. Maher, P. McQuillan, I. Munster, 


M. Murnaghan, J. Ryan, T. Sharkey (12)

The Cathaoirleach opted to use his casting vote in accordance with Standing Orders No 14 (ii) in favour of the amendment.  The amendment was carried
Minute No.   313/12

(ii) 
Proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey

Seconded by Cllr. E. Corrigan
"That Louth Local Authorities explore the feasibility of providing a crematorium in the county as an alternative to traditional burial grounds."

There followed a show of hands resulting as follows:-

For
:
8  

Against:
11 
The motion fell.
Minute No.   314/12

(iii)  
Proposed Cllr. F. Godfrey


Seconded by Cllr. J. Ryan

"That Louth County Council in the interest of public safety, provide rumble strips & increased warning signs of bad bends ahead at Grangebellew.  There has been one fatality in the area in 2010 at the railway bridge, and an assessment of the area is required and a report on costing of same”.

Reply
The Council will carry out an assessment of traffic speeds and determine whether there is a warrant for traffic calming measures as soon as resources permit. Subject to the outcome, the Council will be advised regarding any proposals including costings and requirement for public consultation. Road works are subject to appropriation of adequate funding.  
The response was noted and welcomed by the members

Minute No.   315/12

(iv) 
Proposed Cllr. M. O’Dowd


Seconded Cllr. F. Godfrey

That Louth County Council works with residents in the Termon Abbey / Aston Village area to provide a playground and as a first step it helps identify appropriate funding mechanisms for such a facility.'

Reply
Louth County Council always engage and work with groups towards the provision of playgrounds, however the matter of sourcing funding for same is a matter for each playground committee.

Response was noted - matter will be referred to Area Committee
Minute No.   316/12

(v) 
Proposed Cllr. E. Corrigan


Seconded Cllr. T. Sharkey

That this council call on SEUPB management to address the gap in Peace III and Peace IV funding to ensure clarity and continuity for Peace Partnerships.

Reply
SEUPB have recently completed a public consultation period with both the general public and key stakeholders on the preparation of two EU funded operational programmes, PEACE IV and INTERREG V for the period 2014 to 2020.  The Draft Operation Programmes will then be returned to Europe for inclusion in the EU budgets.  Following approval and agreement among the EU countries it is expected that by mid 2013 statutory public consultations for the development of Local PEACE IV Action Plans will take place with plans being submitted and approved throughout the remainder of 2013.

In the interim, the County Louth Peace and Reconciliation Partnership continue to work with SEUPB in the continuation and development of peace building work in County Louth. 

Response noted – County Manager as chair of Peace Partnership agreed to raise the matter at a future Peace Partnership meeting.
That concluded the business of the meeting.

These Minutes were confirmed at a meeting of the Council held on:-

Date:

      

__________________


Cathaoirleach:    

__________________

Meetings Administrator
__________________

________________________________________________________________

COMHAIRLE CONTAE LÚ


