LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Special Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Wednesday 4th May, 2011
In attendance:   


Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. P. Savage

Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, D. Breathnach M. Butler, E. Corrigan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, P. McQuillan,  J. Ryan, T. Sharkey, O. Tully

Apologies:

Cllrs. P. Bell, L. Reilly, Director of Services D. 



Foley
Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager






J. McGuinness, Director of Services






B. Woods, Head of Finance






F. Pentony, Director of Services / Town Clerk






M. Curran, Director of Services






W. Walsh, Senior Executive Planner






M. Quinn, Senior Executive Planner





P. Hughes, Executive Planner





T. Savage, Senior Executive Planner





G. Kelly, Senior Engineer






P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer

--------------------------------------
Minute No. 79/11

The meeting was convened at the request of the Chairman to facilitate the members and give them an opportunity to raise issues in regard to the County Development Plan 2009-2015. 
Minute No. 80/11

The County Manager advised the members that the meeting was not to be considered as a formal review of the County Development Plan as provided for in the Planning and Development Act 2000-2010 but was an opportunity to review issues of concern that would be responded to by the Planning Staff as soon as practicable.
Minute No. 81/11

The following issues were raised and noted for response
· Rather than prohibiting certain types of development we recommend that the Qualifying Criteria applied in the 2003-2009 Plan be included in the 2009-2015 Plan namely:- That a grant of Planning Permission for a dwelling within Control Zone 1 will be favourably considered only where the following criteria apply:-

The proposed dwelling is located on a suitable site and is required to meet the housing need of the son/daughter/grandchild/foster child of a qualifying landowner who resides on the landholding. However a dwelling will only be considered provided there is no suitable alternative site outside Control Zone 1.

Where one dwelling is required on the basis of providing care to an existing elderly or disabled person who resides on the landholding and where there is no immediate family member residing in proximity. In order to qualify applications should be supported by relevant documentation from a registered medical consultant. The proposed dwelling should be located within a short distance of the existing dwelling. Normal planning requirements will apply. 
(Qualification under this condition page 102 Qualifying Criteria in the 2009-2015 Plan is neglected by policy outlined in R.D.33 page 83)
Preventing the creation of ribbon development by not permitting more than four houses in a row along any public road – suggested that  relaxation will be considered where permission is sought on the grounds of meeting the housing needs of the owner of an adjoining landowner or a member of his/her immediate family where no other suitable site is available on the landholding.

Planning applications for a dwelling in control zone 1 must be made in the name of the person who is intended occupier of the dwelling house.

Each site shall have an area of not less that 0.2 hectare. Where houses in excess of 200 square metres are permitted the site shall be correspondingly increased in the ratio of 20 sq m additional site area for each square metre additional floor area.

(Suggested that House owners will be entitled to avail of the additional exempted development space of 40 square metres and will this not be conditioned out).

Suggested that In all control zones the size of the garages / sheds on site will not be limited to a maximum of 50 square metres but a maximum 100 square metres to accommodate rural activities or hobbies providing the garage / shed is detached and placed on the least obtrusive part of the site.

Control Zone 2.
The following suggestions were made
Policy RD 35

Small scale industrial or commercial developments will be permitted on the least obtrusive area of the available landholding.

The 4 Kilometre qualification shall extend to the neighbouring counties of Dublin, Meath, Monaghan, Armagh and Down.

The Occupancy Clause is presenting difficulties for people with Financial/Health problems and the present release system is unsatisfactory. This policy should be clarified and refined to take account of the present economic situation.

Restrictions on the purchase of partially completed houses or sites existing at 1st May 2011 shall be relaxed for a period of five years to allow these buildings/sites to be brought to completion and rid the area of what could become areas of dereliction.

In the matter of Wind Energy, the erection of Wind Turbines will not be permitted within 3 kilometres of any dwelling house or Community Building.

The Development Plan prohibits the erection of a house within 100 metres of the Motorway/Dual Carriageway. Planning Permission should be granted to Landowners within the distance providing they have owned the site for a minimum period of 10 years or where permission was already granted by the council but lapsed due to special circumstances 
· Seven year occupancy clause – proving very prohibitive on home owners particularly those in financial difficulty
· 4km boundary to be interpreted across county boundaries including North of Ireland Counties and should be measured from the proposed site
· To review site size and revert to original as in County Development Plan 2003-2009
· Differentiate between Wind Turbine and Micro Turbine installations and make a distinction between Single Turbine and Wind Farms
· Provide more detailed mapping with more accurate defined boundaries

· Protection of trees is limited and should be extended particularly for native species and a more general protection for all trees
Minute No. 82/11

Response to Issues
Proposed by Cllr. P. Savage
Seconded by Cllr. M. Butler

And Resolved
That a date for a Special Meeting to consider the response of the Planners be 
agreed at the May monthly meeting of Council.
That concluded the business of the meeting.

These Minutes were confirmed at a meeting of the Council held on:-
Date:
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Signed:
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Cathaoirleach

Signed:
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Meetings Administrator

