Minutes of October Meeting 2011

________________________________________________________________

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 17th October 2011
In attendance:   


Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. O. Tully

Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, M. Butler, T. Byrne, E. Corrigan, A. Donohoe, L. English A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, C. Markey, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, I. Munster, M. Murnaghan, M. O’Dowd, L. Reilly. T. Sharkey, P. Savage
Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager






J. McGuinness, Director of Services





J. Martin, Director of Services






F. Pentony, Director of Services







B. Woods, Head of Finance






G. Kelly, Senior Engineer






M. O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer






P. Gallagher A/Senior Engineer






T. Savage, Senior Executive Planner






L. Ward, Assistant Planner






W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer






P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer

Apologies:

Cllrs. P. Smith, J. Ryan
--------------------------------------
Minute No. 202/11

CONFIRMATION OF  MINUTES – MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 19TH SEPTEMBER 2011
Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. J. Lennon
And Resolved:-
That the minutes of the monthly meeting held on the 19th September 2011 be adopted.

Minute No. 203/11

MINUTES FOR INFORMATION
The minutes of the following committee meetings were noted     
· CPG




             04/8/2011 & 09/09/2011

· Economic Development & Future Planning SPC

09/06/2011


· Dundalk Carlingford/South Area Meeting 


08/06/2011

· Dundalk Carlingford/South Area Meeting 


13/07/2011

· Drogheda Area Meeting 




04/07/2011

· Ardee Joint Policing Committee 



03/05/2011

· Dundalk Joint Policing Committee



09/05/2011

· Drogheda Joint Policing Committee



30/05/2011

Minute No. 204/11

COMMITTEE  REPORTS

The following reports were noted by the members 
· CPG - The Cathaoirleach reported on the CPG meeting held on 7th October 2011.
Minute No. 205/11
TO CONSIDER MANAGERS REPORT ON AMENDMENT TO DUNDALK & ENVIRONS DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2009-2015 RELATING TO LANDS AT LOWER POINT ROAD DUNDALK (DD + E33)
The following was the result of a roll call vote:-
For
Zero




0 votes
          


Against
Cllrs. M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, M. Butler, T. Byrne, E. Corrigan, A. Donohoe, L. English A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, C. Markey, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, I. Munster, M. Murnaghan, M. O’Dowd, L. Reilly. T. Sharkey, P. Savage
                    






22 votes

Absent

Cllrs. P. Bell, P. McQuillan, J. Ryan, P. Smith







4 votes

Following the vote the Cathaoirleach declared that the County Manager’s recommendation in respect of the Lands at Lower Point Road, Dundalk (DD + E33) had not been confirmed.

The County Manager advised that members would now be required to hold a Special Meeting on or before 24th October to determine a zoning for the said lands and to make a Development Plan for same.
The Cathaoirleach proposed Thursday 20th October at 5.00 p.m. and this was agreed by the members.
Minute No. 206/11
ALLOCATION OF MEMBERS COMMUNITY GRANTS
Proposed by Cllr. F. McCoy
Seconded by Cllr. L. English
And Resolved
To confirm the allocation of Members Community Grants numbering thirty-four as per the report dated October 2011 and circulated with the Agenda.
Minute No. 207/11
PRELIMINARY FLOOD RISK ASSESSMENT

Presentation by Mark O’ Callaghan, Senior Engineer in regard to the OPW’s Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment and notification of the public display of same for the members information.
Minute No. 208/11
TRANSPORTATION PROGRESS REPORT
The Transportation progress report dated 6th October 2011 as circulated with the agenda was noted by the members.
Minute No. 209/11
VOTE OF SYMPATHY

Proposed by An Cathaoirleach Cllr. O. Tully
Seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach
And Resolved

That a Vote of Sympathy be extended to Breeda Tuite on the death of her husband Patrick 
Minute No. 210/11
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS UNTIL ALL BUSINESS COMPLETED

Proposed by Cllr. E. Corrigan
Seconded by Cllr. T. Sharkey

Amendment
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. M. O’Dowd

Continue to 1 o’clock and consider suspending standing orders at that stage.

Following a show of hands in which 13 were in favour of the amendment and 5 were against, the Cathaoirleach declared the amendment confirmed.
Minute No. 211/11
VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations extended to Dundalk Grammar School on their success in the World Championship FI Competition.
Minute No. 212/11
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT
The Housing progress report dated 10th October 2011 as circulated with the agenda was noted by the members.
Minute No. 213/11
PLANNING PROGRESS REPORT

The Housing progress report dated 11th October 2011 as circulated with the agenda was noted by the members.
Minute No. 214/11
CONFERENCES / EVENTS
Proposed by Cllr. M. Bellew 
Seconded by Cllr. M. O’Dowd
And resolved

To approve members’ attendance at the conferences as circulated with the agenda, considered by the Corporate Policy Group and recoded in the Conference register. 
Minute No. 215/11
NOTICES OF MOTION
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. T. Byrne
(i)

That this Council limit the tonnage of vehicles using the Monasterboice/Sandpit /Termonfeckin/Greeenhills Road exiting at Drogheda Port as a rat-run to avoid the motorway tolls in the interest of public safety & road safety due to the disintegration of road surfaces.
Reply
Drogheda Borough Council made a decision a number of years ago to place a weight restriction on the Crosslanes in Drogheda as a response to concerns about the very high number of HGVs using the road to access various locations around the town, including the Port.        It was inevitable that HGV drivers would identify alternative access routes into Drogheda as a result and the route referred to here is one of those routes.
 

However, it is clear that this particular route is one of the more suitable options available to drivers.      The surface of the roads in question is generally in good condition.   The Sheetland Road is in the 2011 Roads Programme and while the other road is showing some deterioration, it is in the Multiannual Programme to be resurfaced in 2012.
 

The imposition of a weight restriction on this route would:
 

1.    Divert this traffic onto parallel, narrow, lower standard roads
2.    Cause problems with deliveries into Termonfeckin, Clogherhead, etc
 

The imposition of the weight restriction suggested is not, therefore, recommended.    In the longer term, it is intended that such traffic will use the Port Access Northern Cross Route to access the Port and other locations on that side of Drogheda.      The Council has, as you are aware, already activated the CPO for the new road and discussions with landowners in relation to acquisition of their land are ongoing.
Minute No. 216/11
Proposed by Cllr. M. O’ Dowd
Seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach

(ii)
That Louth County Council considers calling on the NRA to rename the Boyne Cable Bridge the St Oliver Plunkett Boyne Cable Bridge in recognition of the strong links with both County Louth and Meath of Oliver Plunkett and his work during the 17th Century for peace and reconciliation in Ulster.  If successful this motion is forwarded to Meath County Council for their consideration.

Reply
This is a matter for the members

The result of a show of hands was:-

3 in favour, 5 against and 10 abstentions

The Cathaoirleach declared the motion defeated.
Minute No. 217/11
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. A. Grehan

(iii)
“That Louth Local Authorities reduce Development Levies by half, in order to attract investors to do business in the County and promote job creation.”
Reply
Louth Local Authorities have already reduced development levies in order to attract inward investment and create jobs in the County. The Development Contribution Scheme 2010 - 2014 was adopted by Louth County Council on the 15th of March 2010. The scheme provides a reduction of 50% for manufacturing / International Trade / Financial Services support which is certified by the Development Agencies such as IDA and Enterprise Ireland. There are additional discount provisions for other developments covered by the scheme with regard to job creation. Development Levies are a key factor to the Economic Development of the County and we will continue the conditions for job creation and the development of the County. To date in regard to making Louth the best County to do business in, we have established a Business Support Unit in the local authority that provides expertise and assistance to new and developing companies. When the Louth Economic Forum was established it was to get all the Development Agencies to collaborate and work together for the good of the County and Louth has been a model of best practice for the rest of the Country. 
The result of a show of hands was:-

2 in favour, 6 against and 10 abstentions
The Cathaoirleach declared the motion defeated.
Minute No. 218/11
Proposed by Cllr. L. English

Seconded by Cllr. M. Murnaghan
(iv)
That the Louth County Council carry out a B.E.R study on all houses in the Council stock in Dundalk South and bring them up to the required standards and assist the home owners in reducing their energy cost and in particular the housing estates named above.”
Reply
Our planned maintenance programme for this year and next is focusing on OPDs, plus several units of older stock in Ferdia Pk/Churchview, on which we will be carrying out energy assessments, and energy retrofits where necessary. 
Subject to resource availability, OPDs at  Clooneevan, Mayfield Drive, and St. Fursey Tec. will be included in this programme. General dwellings (non-OPDs) in Gort na Glaise will not be included at this stage of the planned maintenance programme. 

Up to this year, energy assessments were carried out on voids and vacancies only, and energy assessments and improvements will continue to be carried out on such houses.

The SEAI Better Homes Scheme is targeted at private dwellings only, and unfortunately does not provide money for rented social housing stock.  

It is an objective of the County Council to carry out, interalia, energy assessments on all of its housing stock as part of its planned maintenance programme over the next number of years, subject to finance and resource availability.
Amendment

Proposed by Cllr. P. McGeough

Seconded by Cllr. E. Corrigan

“That the BER assessment be carried out on all Council housing”  

Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services advised the members that such a cost would be prohibitive as we had 943 units at a minimum cost of €100 per unit and as there was no budgetary provision he would not be in a position to execute this action.

The result of a show of hands was:-

12 in favour, 0 against and 4 abstentions
The Cathaoirleach declared that the amendment to the motion confirmed.
Minute No. 219/11
Proposed by Cllr. T. Byrne
Seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach
(v)
That Louth County Council, noting statements by Minister Phil Hogan over the past number of months, demands that the Government drops its plans to impose charges on rural dwellers for Licensing of septic tans, noting that the recent European Court decision on this issue does not  require the Government to impose charges.

Reply
This is a matter for the members

Confirmed that the motion be conveyed to the Minister
Minute No. 220/11
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey

Seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach

That Standing Orders be suspended in accordance with Section 24 of Standing Orders to 14.00 hrs.
Amendment 
Proposed by Cllr. E. Corrigan

Seconded by Cllr. I. Munster

That Standing Orders be suspended until all the business of the meeting is completed.

The result of a show of hands was:-

5 in favour, 9 against 

The Cathaoirleach declared that the amendment to the motion defeated  and the original proposal to suspend Standing Orders to 14.00 hrs was confirmed
NOTICES OF MOTION - CONTINUTED
Minute No. 221/11
Proposed by Cllr. J. Loughran

Seconded by Cllr. E. Corrigan
(vi)

That this Council

· Acknowledges the 26 Counties must introduce a new inspection regime for septic tanks and other private wastewater treatment systems, in order to comply with a 1975 Council Directive on waste (as amended), which the European Court of Justice has ruled that the state has breached;

· Calls upon the government to end its practice of foisting further punitive household charges upon the public

· Calls upon the government to establish a body for the purpose of carrying out these inspections through the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government using a €200 million fund that would employ 20 people over ten years, including a €20 million fund to allow for upgrades and refits to septic tanks. 

· Calls upon the government to review this after ten years with a view to harmonisation with the 6 Counties system.
Reply
This is a matter for the members

The result of a show of hands was:-

8 in favour and 3 abstentions

The Cathaoirleach declared that the motion was confirmed.
Minute No. 222/11
Proposed by Cllr. I. Munster

Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey
And Resolved 

That this matter be maintained on the Agenda

(vii)  
Calling on this council to take immediate action to remove the illegal obstruction (fortified gate) blocking the Public Right of Way at the Mollie Wee in Clogherhead. This matter was raised with the council eleven months ago and despite continuous chasing of this issue with both officials and indeed the county manager this illegal obstruction still remains in place blocking a Public Right of Way. Having eventually issued a 7 day notice to remove same in May of this year the council also stated ”that failure to comply with the 7 Day Notice will result in a prosecution notice being served along with an application for an injunction against this illegal obstruction of a Public Right of Way". Can the council confirm whether or not they have followed through and served both the prosecution notice and the application for an injunction?   
Reply
As the seven day warning notice has not been complied with, the file has now been referred to our barrister for preparation of the equity civil bill for submission to the circuit court for orders.

Minute No. 223/11
Proposed by Cllr. E. Corrigan

Seconded by Cllr. J. Loughran

(viii)
That the list of proposed conference attendances be read into the minutes before adoption at each monthly meeting of Louth County Council.

That a list be provided immediately of all conferences attended by each individual member of this Council since the beginning of 2011, detailing the dates, venues, themes of the conferences and including copies of the reports submitted and from here on in that a monthly list be provided to members. That this information be posted on a dedicated section of the www.louthcoco.ie website.

Reply
Council agreed a protocol in regard to Conference attendances in May 2010 which was prepared in accordance with Section 142 of the Local Government Act, 2001. The conference register is available for inspection by the members at each meeting as are reports from the members attending conferences. Amendments to the protocol can in the first instance be considered by the Corporate Policy Group and such recommendations may then be brought to council.
Amendment

Proposed by Cllr. C. Markey

Seconded by Cllr. M. Murnaghan

“That the protocol as currently in place remains the practice”
The result of a show of hands was:-

13 in favour and 6 against the amendment

The Cathaoirleach declared that the amendment was successful
Minute No. 224/11
Proposed by Cllr. P. McGeough
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey
(ix)
That Louth County Council supports the residents of the Mid Louth area in their concerns that 10,000 tonnes of ash waste from the Indaver Incinerator in County Meath will be dumped in Whiteriver by the end of this year. This Council expresses our dissatisfaction with the actions of the County Manager in negotiating this deal with Indaver.

This deal, along with the relocation of waste from an illegal dump in the North of Ireland has led to the situation where Whiteriver Landfill is no longer accessible to the business people and domestic users of County Louth and will have a detrimental effect on efforts to support the local economy.

Reply
This matter was addressed at the Special Meeting held on 5th October 2011
The result of a show of hands was:-

13 in favour and 2 against and 2 abstentions 

The Cathaoirleach declared that the motion was confirmed.
Minute No. 225/11
Proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey
(x)
That Louth County Council notes that the Health Information and Quality Authority have recently called on Tallaght Hospital to stop the practice of leaving patients on trolleys in its A&E Department.

Louth County Council notes that in recent weeks up to 58 patients at a time are on trolleys in the A&E Department of Our lady of Lourdes Hospital in Drogheda.  This causes suffering and anxiety for patients and their families. This also causes undue pressure for the excellent staff of the hospital.

This Council deplores the fact that 96 beds were closed in Louth county Hospital in July 2011.

Louth County Council calls on HIQA to make an urgent statement on the overcrowding in our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, to call for no more patients to be left on a trolley in a corridor or storage area. This Council also calls for the reopening of wards in Louth County Hospital.

Reply
This is a matter for the members

The result of a show of hands was:-

15 in favour.  
The Cathaoirleach declared that the motion was confirmed. 
The Cathaoirleach concluded the business of the meeting at 2.00 p.m. as 
agreed.
These Minutes were confirmed at a meeting of the Council held on:-

Date:

      

__________________


Cathaoirleach:    

__________________

Meetings Administrator
__________________

________________________________________________________________

COMHAIRLE CONTAE LÚ


