Minutes of November Meeting 2011

________________________________________________________________

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 21st November 2011
In attendance:   


Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. O. Tully

Members:
Councillors: D. Breathnach, M. Butler, T. Byrne, A. Donohoe, L. English A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, C. Markey, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, I. Munster, M. Murnaghan, M. O’Dowd, L. Reilly. J. Ryan, T. Sharkey, P. Savage, P. Smith
Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager






J. McGuinness, Director of Services





J. Martin, Director of Services






F. Pentony, Director of Services







B. Woods, Head of Finance






G. Kelly, Senior Engineer






M. O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer






P. Gallagher A/Senior Engineer






T. Savage, Senior Executive Planner






L. Ward, Assistant Planner






W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer






P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer

Apologies:

Cllrs. P. Bell, M. Bellew
                --------------------------------------
Minute No. 230/11

CONFIRMATION OF  MINUTES 
Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. J. Lennon
And Resolved:-
That the minutes of the meetings held on:-
Wednesday 5th October 2011 (Special)

Monday 17th October 2011 (Ordinary)

Thursday 20th October 2011 (Special)

be adopted

Noted was the proposal by Cllr. I. Munster to retain the matter of the Right of Way at Mollie Way, Clogherhead on the Agenda.

Minute No. 231/11

MINUTES FOR INFORMATION
The minutes of the following committee meetings were noted     
·  CPG




             08/07/2011 & 07/10/2011

· Dundalk Carlingford/South Area Meeting
  14/09/2011 & 12/10/2011


· Drogheda Area Meeting


  05/09/2011 & 03/10/2011

· Ardee Area Meeting 



  14/07/2011 & 08/09/2011 

· Dundalk JPC (Public Meeting)



   19/09/2011

Minute No. 232/11

COMMITTEE  REPORTS

The following reports were noted by the members 
· CPG - The Cathaoirleach reported on the CPG meeting held on 9th November 2011
· SPC – Economic Development – Cllr Markey, Chair of the SPC reported on the meeting held on 8th September 2011

Minute No. 232/11
COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT IN THE MATTER OF THE DRAFT DROGHEDA AND NORTHERN ENVIRONS CORE STRATEGIES – Variation No. 1 Drogheda Borough Council Development Plan 2011 – 2017 and Variation No. 1 Louth County Council Development Plan 2009 - 2015
Having considered the County Manger’s Report following the period of public consultation and having reviewed the recommendation of the County Manager the following was resolved:-

Submission No 14. – DOECLG – Recommendation confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. Godfrey, seconded by Cllr. Byrne

Submission No. 8 – Border Regional Authority – Recommendation confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. Maher, seconded by Cllr. Savage
Submission No. 1 Health & Safety Authority – Recommendation confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. Maher, seconded by Cllr. Savage

Submission No’s 2 to 6. Development Companies/Partnerships with current live permissions in Nth Drogheda Environs (NDE) – Recommendation confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. O’ Dowd, seconded by Cllr. Smith

Submission No. 9 Department of Education & Science – Recommendation confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. Donohoe, seconded by Cllr. Godfrey

Submission No. 10 – Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht Recommendation confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. Maher, seconded by Cllr. Godfrey

Submission No.11 – E.P.A. – Recommendation confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. Godfrey, seconded by Cllr. O’Dowd
Submission No. 13 – Office of Public Works – Recommendation on the proposal of Cllr. Godfrey, seconded by Cllr.McCoy

Managers Report :  
Proposed by Cllr. Maher 
Seconded by Cllr. Godfrey 
And resolved 
That the County Manager’s Report on submissions to:

Variation No. 1 Drogheda Borough Council Development Plan 2011 – 2017 and
Variation No. 1 Louth County Council Development Plan 2009 – 2015 be adopted.
Minute No. 233/11
SECTION 183 NOTICE

Disposal of Lands at Kaigs Cross, Dromin, Dunleer
Proposed by Cllr. McCoy
Seconded by Cllr. English
And Resolved
To confirm the disposal of Land at Kaigs Cross, Dromin, Dunleer and the transfer of said lands to Maureen Doggett, Kaigs Cross, Dromin as per the noticed dated 11th November, 2011

Minute No. 234/11
BUDGET MEETING

Proposed by Cllr. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. Godfrey
And Resolved

That in accordance with Section 103 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Budget Meeting will be held on Monday 19th December following the December Ordinary Meeting of Council.
Minute No. 235/11
LOUTH ECONOMIC FORUM – DRAFT EDUCATION AND TRAINING ACTION PLAN

The plan was presented by Mr. Padraic White, Chairman Louth Economic Forum and Dr. Shivaun O’ Brien, V.E.C. and was noted by the members.  In response to the Members comments in regard to the University Status for Dundalk Institute of Technology, the Cathaoirleach suggested that the matter be tabled for a future meeting as the importance of DKIT for the County and Region could not be overstated.
Minute No. 236/11
WINTER ROAD MAINTAINENCE PROGRAMME

Members noted the Winter Gritting Routes as presented by Mr. G. Kelly, Senior Engineer, and agreed that the information systems in place during severe weather incidents, as appropriate.  Members also noted the engagement with the Community and Voluntary Sector, together with Utility Service Providers under the ‘Winter Ready’ initiative.

Minute No. 237/11
VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS

Proposed by Cathaoirleach Cllr. O. Tully
Seconded by Cllr. Godfrey
And Resolved

To extend a vote of congratulations to the following:-

· Tallanstown Tidy Towns Committee who achieved the maximum 5 Blooms in the International Communities in Bloom Competition, in addition to winning an Outstanding Achievement Award for Tidiness and the Overall Award in the International Challenge section of the competition held recently in Canada.
· Dundalk Town Council on their success in the Chambers Ireland Excellence in Local Government Awards notably 
· Best Town Council Award
· Best Conservation Award
· Louth Economic Forum on achieving their Chambers Ireland Excellence in Local Government Award
· Drogheda Borough Council on their award from the Heritage Council for the project “I am Wall”
· Stabannon Ladies GFC on reaching the National Intermediate Football Final
· Congratulations & Thanks to Staff – extended to the following who are due to retire shortly
· Mr. Paul Gallagher Acting Senior Engineer
· Mr. Frank O’Hanlon, General Services Supervisor
· Mr. Jim Sweeney, General Services Supervisor
The County Manager concurred with and thanked the Members for their tribute to the staff and noted the particular contribution made by Mr. Paul Gallagher in supporting the Tallanstown Community in achieving the All Ireland Tidy Towns Award.
Minute No. 238/11
OLYMPIC FESTIVAL COMMITTEE
Proposed by Cllr. Savage
Seconded by Cllr. Breathnach

And Resolved

To confirm support for the Tain Festival Committee in their efforts to secure participation in the ‘Olympic Flame hand over ceremony’ at the border in June 2012.
Minute No. 239/11
JOINT POLICING COMMITEES ANNUAL REPORT 2010
The JPC 2010 Annual Report as circulated on DVD with the monthly agenda was noted by the members.

Minute No. 240/11
ALLOCATION OF MEMBERS COMMUNITY GRANTS
Proposed by Cllr. McCoy
Seconded by Cllr. Godfrey
And Resolved
To confirm the allocation of Members Community Grants numbering 151 plus an additional allocation to Glen Emmet’s Football Club as per the report dated 31st October 2011 and circulated with the Agenda.
Minute No. 241/11
TRANSPORTATION PROGRESS REPORT
The Transportation progress report dated 7th November 2011 as circulated with the agenda was noted by the members.
Minute No. 242/11
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT

The Housing progress report dated 15th November 2011 as circulated with the agenda was noted by the members.

Minute No. 243/11
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS UNTIL ALL BUSINESS COMPLETED

Proposed by Cllr. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. Godfrey

And Resolved

To suspend Standing Orders as per Standing Order Number 24 of Standing Orders dated 21st June 2010 until 2.00 p.m.
Minute No. 244/11
PLANNING PROGRESS REPORT

The Housing progress report dated 7th November 2011 as circulated with the agenda was noted by the members.

Minute No. 245/11
COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN AMENDMENT
The County Manager agreed to review the issue raised by the Members in regard to the County Development Plan and the matter to be reviewed at an early meeting in 2012 to agree a date to discuss same
Minute No. 246/11
CONFERENCES / EVENTS
Proposed by Cllr. McCoy
Seconded by Cllr. Godfrey
And resolved

To approve members’ attendance at the conferences as circulated with the agenda, considered by the Corporate Policy Group on 11th November and recorded in the Conference register. 
Minute No. 247/11
NOTICES OF MOTION
(i)  From Cllr. P. McQuillan

This Council notes with concern the huge financial burden being placed on families.

The Universal Social Charge and the proposed flat rate household and water charges are of particular concern to those on low incomes, the unemployed and particularly to families. 

These taxes disproportionately hit ordinary families and the less well off because of their flat rate nature.
This council opposes the imposition of these charges and calls on the Government to examine other options for reducing the deficit that do not disproportionately hurt low-income families. Such options could include:

· Increasing Capital Gains Tax from 25% to 40%: Raises €195 million

· Increasing Capitals Acquisitions Tax from 25% to 35%: raises €110 million

· Introducing a new third rate of tax of 48% on income earned by individuals in excess of €100,000: raises €410million 

· Standardising the following discretionary tax reliefs: Health expenses; expenses allowable to employees under Schedule E; donations to approved bodies and sports bodies; investment in corporate trades; relief for expenditure on significant buildings and gardens; Capital allowances (income tax only); donation of heritage items; and a range of other measures: raises €610 million

In accordance with Standing Order No. 12 (vi) (b) as this motion was presented for the second time and the nominating member was absent, the motion was deemed to be abandoned.
Minute No. 248/11
(ii)  From Cllr. C. Markey

In order to support the development of enterprise in Ardee and Dunleer, I propose that a concession on rates be offered to entrepreneurs setting up new businesses in the town similar to the scheme currently available in Dundalk and Drogheda
Reply

The Scheme operational in both towns could be considered for extension to the Full County in the forthcoming Budget Process
The response was confirmed
Minute No. 249/11
(iii)  From Cllr. C. Markey

That a review be conducted of the intended use of the remainder of the block of council owned land at the back of Scoil Bhride Dunleer to ensure it is available for the strategic development of the town.
Reply

The Council on an ongoing basis are reviewing all options with regard to our land banks. The zoning on this particular holding is flexible for many uses

The response was noted, and the County Manager stated that any future requests from the school Board of Management in respect of the purchase of the land will be considered
Minute No. 250/11
(iv)  From Cllr. M. O’Dowd

With the onset of winter Louth County Council seeks a full report from our Road Safety Officer into the provision of Bus Shelters for Students in the County.
Reply
A road authority, e.g. Louth County Council, may direct that specified points along a bus route shall be designated bus stops, and, a person or company operating or proposing to operate a bus service may apply to the road authority for a direction on the location of bus stops and shelters.  However, it is not within the remit of the Council to provide or install bus stops or bus shelters
Members resolved to write to Bus Eireann seeking their commitment to install Bus Shelters on Regional Road Bus Shelters.

Minute No. 251/11
(v)  From Cllr. J. Lennon

Considering the cost to Louth County Council, the damage to the Environment of Louth and the cost of loss of Revenue to the State, that the process of allowing cost reductions for marked diesel fuel be replaced by a Tax Refund System for farmers and Fishermen, thus removing the incentive to launder diesel fuel oil.

Reply
This is a matter for the members

Members resolved to write to the Department of Finance requesting that they consider eliminating the use of marked fuel and allow Farmers and Fishermen purchase regular amounts based on the previous three year usage and allow a rebate on same and also as it is a European issue the  MEP’s be copied on the correspondence. 

Minute No. 252/11
(vi)  From Cllr. F. Godfrey

That Louth County Council oppose the new property tax and water levies on our people to be introduced by the Government in the forthcoming budget
Reply
This is a matter for the members

Members resolved that this matter be notified to the DECLG

Minute No. 253/11
(vii)  From Cllr. F. Godfrey

Proposed by Cllr. Godfrey

Seconded by Cllr. Byrne
That Louth County Council reject the Government’s proposal to charge a fee to house holders who have Septic Tanks in County Louth.
This is a matter for the members

Amendment
Proposed by Cllr. Markey

Seconded by Cllr. McCoy

That the charge is reasonable.  As the amendment is a direct opposite to the motion, a show of hands the vote was recorded as follows:-


For the motion


9



Against the motion

6




Abstention



1

The Cathaoirleach confirmed the motion was carried.
The Cathaoirleach concluded the business of the meeting at 2.00 p.m. as 
agreed.
These Minutes were confirmed at a meeting of the Council held on:-

Date:

      

__________________


Cathaoirleach:    

__________________

Meetings Administrator
__________________

________________________________________________________________

COMHAIRLE CONTAE LÚ


