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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 16th May 2011
In attendance:   


Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. P. Savage
Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, M. Butler, T. Byrne, E. Corrigan, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, C. Markey, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, P. McQuillan, M. O’Dowd, L. Reilly J. Ryan P. Smith, T. Sharkey, O. Tully
Apologies:
Cllr. P. Bell
Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager





F. Pentony, Director of Services/Town Clerk






D. Foley, Director of Services





J. McGuinness, Director of Services





M. Curran, Director of Services






J. Martin, Director of Services/Town Clerk





B. Woods, Head of Finance





G. Kelly, Senior Engineer





M. O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer






P. Gallagher, A/Senior Engineer





W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer






P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer

--------------------------------------
Minute No. 83/11
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES – SPECIAL MEETING

Proposed by Cllr. O. Tully
Seconded by Cllr. J. Lennon
And Resolved:-
That the minutes of the special meeting held on 11th April 2011 be adopted.

Minute No. 84/11

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES – MONTHLY MEETING

Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. J. Lennon
And Resolved:-

That the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 18th April 2011 be adopted.

Minute No. 85/11

MINUTES FOR INFORMATION

The minutes of Committee meetings as listed in the agenda were noted.
Minute No. 86/11

COMMITTEE REPORTS
CPG 
-
The Cathaoirleach reported on the meeting of the Corporate Policy 


Group held on Friday 6th May 2011.
SPC
-
Cllr. Marianne Butler reported on the meeting of the Economic 


Development and Future Planning Strategic Policy Committee 


meeting held on Thursday 14th April 2011


Cllr. Jim Ryan reported on the meeting of the Housing, Community 


Planning Strategic Policy Committee held on Friday 29th April 2011

Minute No. 87/11

PUBLIC SECTOR AGREEMENT 2010-2014
Members noted the report on the Public Service Agreement 2010-2014 as presented by Mr. Joe McGuinness, Director of Services
Minute No. 88/11

ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2010
Proposed by Cllr. L. Reilly
Seconded by Cllr. P. Smith
And Resolved:-

To adopt the Annual Financial Statement for 2010 and to approve the over/under expenditure and income as per Note 17 to the accounts.
Minute No. 89/11
CONFLICT OF INTERESTS
Cllr T. Byrne advised the Cathaoirleach of a possible Conflict of Interest in relation to the matter of the Core Strategy and consequently removed himself from the Chamber while the matter was being discussed.
Minute No. 90/11
REPORT ON THE CORE STRATEGY FOR THE DUNDALK AND ENVIRONS DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2009-2015
Proposed by Cllr. J. D’Arcy
Seconded by Cllr. M. Butler
And Resolved to:-

Confirm the recommendation of the County Manager’s Report dated 5th April 2011 in the matter of the Core Strategy for Dundalk and Environs Development Plan 2009-2015
.
Minute No. 91/11

SCHEME FOR THE ALLOCATION OF SOCIAL HOUSING 2011
Proposed by Cllr. J. D’Arcy
Seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy

And Resolved:-

To adopt the scheme of Allocation of Social Housing 2011 as circulated under correspondence dated 10th May 2011
Minute No. 92/11
COUNCILS OWN DEVELOPMENT SECTION 179 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 AS AMENDED
Proposed by Cllr. P. McGeough
Seconded by Cllr. C. Markey
And Resolved to:-

To approve the County Manager’s Report dated 5th May 2011, in respect of the provision of a new playground at Milestown, Castlebellingham, Co. Louth.
Minute No. 93/11

COUNCILS OWN DEVELOPMENT SECTION 179 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 AS AMENDED

Proposed by Cllr. F. McCoy
Seconded by Cllr. J. Lennon
And Resolved to:-

To approve the County Manager’s Report dated 5th May 2011, in respect of the provision of a new playground at Beechwood Drive, Dunleer, Co. Louth.
Minute No. 94/11
TRANSPORTATION & MARINE PROGRESS REPORT
The Report dated 11th May, 2011 was noted by the members. Among the issues raised was the matter of outstanding changes to speed limits as reviewed by SPC. Members were also advised of an additional €800,000 that has been allocated under the Programme for Government 2011 for the Road Restoration Improvement Programme.
Minute No. 95/11
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT
The Housing Progress Report dated 10th May 2011 as circulated with the agenda was noted by the members.
Minute No. 96/11

PLANNING PROGRESS REPORT

The Planning Progress Report dated 6th May 2011 as circulated with the agenda was noted by the members.
Minute No. 97/11

CONFERENCES & EVENTS

Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. M. O’Dowd
And Resolved to:-

Approve the members attendance at Conferences and Events listed with the Agenda and recorded in the Conference Register as per the agreed protocol.
Minute No. 98/11

NOTICES OF QUESTION
(i) From Cllr. P. McGeough

"In light of the announcement that City of Dublin VEC has been granted the tender for the processing of 3rd Level Grants, what implications will this have for the current system whereby Louth County Council administers 3rd Level Grants and will LLA be in a position to provide advice to new applicants for 3rd Level Grants?"
Reply

New applications for the Academic year 2011/2012 will be processed in the usual way by the Higher Education Grant Team at Louth County Council. This will also be the case in regard to renewals. It is our understanding that the local Higher Education Grant Team will continue to process all renewals of grants which have in the first instant been awarded by this authority for the duration of the applicant’s entitlement under the scheme.
 Response was noted by the Members
(ii) Cllr Tomás Sharkey
"Has Louth County Council made an application for funding to strengthen roads around Kilkerley, Barronstown, and in the general vicinity around the N53 to prevent deterioration of these local roads if and when works are carried out on the N53?"
Reply
The matter of funding for roads impacted by any diversions resulting from the proposed works on the N53 is to be discussed at the next meeting with the Roads Inspector. Louth County Council will seek agreement in principle for funding in advance of detailed proposals being available.

At construction stage, it is proposed to keep road closures and diversions to a minimum in order to reduce any impact on local roads in the vicinity of the works. However, detailed proposals regarding road closures and diversion will not be available until after the awarding of the contract.

 Response was noted by the Members

(iii) Cllr Tomás Sharkey
"Is Louth County Council aware of any ongoing difficulties with sewage in Blackrock  Village and are improvement works needed?"

 
Reply
A Preliminary Report is being prepared in respect of the upgrading of the sewage treatment works and network in Blackrock.  A draft report has been issued to Water Services and is under review at present.  Any upgrading works will be undertaken on a prioritised basis as finances permit.  Please note that this scheme is not included in the current Water Services Investment Programme.
 Response was noted by the Members

Minute No. 99/11

NOTICES OF MOTION
i) From Cllr. M. O’Dowd
 “That Louth County Council should follow the example of Fingal County   Council and introduce the practice of broadcasting it’s meetings over the internet”

Proposed by Cllr. M. O’ Dowd
Seconded by Cllr. J. Lennon

And Resolved:-

That the project be costed and revert to the members with proposals for such a scheme

(ii) From Cllr. M. O’ Dowd
That this council calls on Kathleen Lynch TD the Minister of State in charge of disability, equality and mental health to conduct a value for money review on all disability organisations in receipt of state funding. 
Proposed by Cllr. M. O’ Dowd
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey

And Resolved:-

To write to the Minister in this regard.

(iii)
From Cllr. P. McQuillan
“That Louth County Council notes the effects of the Habitual Residency Condition on social welfare claimants.

That the Council notes an anomaly in the Condition arising for the border community, whereby people who are returning to the 26 Counties, particularly to the BMW (Border, Midlands, Western) Region from the north of Ireland, are prevented from accessing social welfare services and payments, which they would otherwise be entitled to had they resided in any other part of Ireland.

That the Council notes this effect is contrary to the spirit of the Good Friday Agreement. 

That the Council further notes, the application of the Habitual Residence Condition in its current form has led to people presenting as homeless to Drogheda Homeless Aid and Simon Dundalk.

That Louth County Council calls on the Minister for Social Protection to review the Habitual Residence Condition for social welfare claimants falling in to the category outlined above, that would facilitate automatic entitlement to social welfare assistance.” 

Proposed by Cllr. P. McQuillan
Seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach

And Resolved:-

To write to the Minister for Social Protection on the matter.
(iv) Cllr  Jim Loughran 
"That Louth County Council reaffirms our commitment given to Special Needs Active Parents (SNAP) some years ago and that this council form an all-party committee to involve the SNAP committee. That committee will:-

1.  Explore the needs of Special Needs children and their families.

2. Implement changes to programmes and schemes within Louth Local Authorities to cater for these needs.

3.  Support all lobbying for proper provision of educational services for children with special needs, including SNAs, and therapy services.
Proposed by Cllr. J. Loughran
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey
And Resolved:-

That Members be circulated to ascertain their interest in serving on such an all-party committee.
(v) Cllr Edel Corrigan 
"That Louth County Council reiterates our call for the Minister for Health & Children to establish a full Public Inquiry into the practice of Symphysiotomies in Irish hospitals under the care of the state."

Proposed by Cllr. E. Corrigan
Seconded by Cllr. P. McGeough

And Resolved:-

To write to the Minister for Health & Children on the matter.
(vi) Cllr Edel Corrigan 
"That Louth County Council, having unanimously supported a motion to oppose the proposed amalgamation of Co Louth VEC with Co Meath VEC, repeats our opposition and writes to the new Minister for Education and Skills, Ruairí Quinn TD informing him of this council's opposition to the plans for amalgamation."

Proposed by Cllr. E. Corrigan
Seconded by Cllr. T. Sharkey 
And Resolved:-

To confirm the motion

(vii) Cllr Frank Godfrey
 
That Louth County Council support Eircom workers in Louth in sustaining jobs and future investment in broadband provision.

Reply
This is a matter for the members
(viii) Cllr Oliver Tully 

        (as circulated at the meeting)

'This Local Authority notes the EU/IMF Agreement, negotiated by the Fianna Fáil/Green Party coalition, which provides for the introduction of water and household charges.  This local authority calls on the Government to ensure fairness in its application of these charges to the general public
Proposed by Cllr. O. Tully
Seconded by Cllr. M. Butler

Amendment :

Proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey

Seconded by Cllr. P. McQuillan

“That the Local Authority calls on the Government to oppose the introduction of these charges.

Following a vote on the Amendment and Motion, the Motion was deemed carried by 8 votes to 6.

Minute No. 100/11

CORRESPONDENCE

The Cathaoirleach referred to correspondence received from Senator David Norris and Mr. Sean Gallagher in the matter of nominations for the upcoming Presidential Election.

Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. A. Grehan

And Resolved:-

To hold a Special Meeting at an appropriate time and invite all individuals seeking a nomination for the Presidency to attend.
Minute No. 101/11

SPECIAL MEETING

Proposed by An Cathaoirleach Cllr. P. Savage
Seconded by Cllr. O. Tully
And Resolved:-

To hold a Special Meeting of Council on Wednesday 8th June 2011 at 5.00 p.m. to deal with the matter of the County Development Plan as reviewed at the Meeting of 4th May, and to deal with the matter of co-option as per the Local Government Act following the election of Cllr. Terry Brennan to the Seanad.
Minute No. 102/11

COUNTY MANAGER’S REGISTER

The County Manager’s Order Register to date was noted.
The meeting concluded.
These minutes were confirmed at a meeting of the Council held on:-
Date: _____________________
Signed: ____________________


   Cathaoirleach
Signed: ____________________


              Meetings Administrator
Louth County Council  

Minutes May 2011 


