Louth County Council

Minutes March 2011

L O U T H   C O U N T Y   C O U N C I L
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 21st March 2011
In Attendance

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. Peter Savage

Members:
Councillors: P. Bell, M. Bellew, D. Breathnach T. Brennan, M. Butler, T. Byrne, E. Corrigan, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, C. Markey,  P. McGeough, P. McQuillan, I. Munster, P. Smith, M. O’Dowd, L. Reilly, J. Ryan T. Sharkey, O. Tully

Apologies:

Cllrs. D’Arcy / McCoy
Officials:

C. Murray, 

County Manager




D. Foley

Director of Services




J. Martin

Town Clerk/ Director of Services




J. McGuinness
Director of Services




F. Pentony

Town Clerk/ Director of Services




R. McAuley
             Financial Accountant



G. Kelly
             A/Director of Services



P. Gallagher

 A/Senior Engineer



W. Walsh

 Senior Executive Officer



P. Donnelly

 Meetings Administrator
Minute No

36/11

The Cathaoirleach extended congratulations to all who participated in the General Election and in particular wished every success to Deputy Nash T.D. on his success.
The Cathaoirleach also wished the members who were contesting the Senead Elections every success. 

Minute No

37/11

Confirmation of the Minutes

Proposed by Cllr: F. Godfrey 
Seconded by Cllr: O. Tully
And resolved:-

That the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 21st February 2011 be adopted
There were no Matters arising
Minute No

38/11

Vote of Sympathy

Proposed by Cllr: P. Savage
Seconded by Cllr: J. Lennon
And resolved:-

That a vote of Sympathy be extended to the families of:

· Jimmy O’Hagan
· Pat McMahon

Minute No

39/11

Minutes for Information

The Minutes of the Committee Meetings as circulated with the agenda were noted.
Minute No

40/11

Committee Reports

CPG – The Caoirleach reported on the meeting of the CPG held on 11th March 2011
SPC – Housing Chair, Cllr. Jim Ryan  reported on the meeting of 11th March 2011- including 2011 purchase Scheme, Recycling chair lift systems, report on HSE on Tele-care, Leasing Scheme, Housing applicant only on one housing list i.e. County or Town 
Minute No

41/11
To Consider filling of the casual vacancy in accordance with section 19 of the Local Government Act 2001 (As Amended) arising from the election of Cllr. Nash as TD for the Constituency of Louth 

Proposed by Cllr: Paul Bell
Seconded by Cllr: Frank Maher
And resolved to:-

To co-opt, in accordance the provision of Section 19 of the Local Government Act, 2001 (as amended) and as provided for under Standing Order number 23, Mr. Pio Smith to fill the casual vacancy arising from the election of Cllr. Gerald Nash as TD
Minute No

42/11
To Consider filling of the casual vacancy, on the Economic Development & Future Planning Strategic Policy Committee, arising from the cessation of membership of Cllr. Gerald Nash. 

Proposed by Cllr: Paul Bell
Seconded by Cllr: T. Byrne
And resolved :-

That Cllr. Pio Smith replaces Cllr. Nash on the Economic Development & Future Planning Strategic Policy Committee.

Minute No

43/11
Ethics Declaration – Section 174 of the Local Government Act, 2001 (as amended) – For Noting

Members were reminded of the need to submit their returns.

Minute No

44/11
New tenant Purchase Scheme for Long Standing Tenants. 

Proposed by Cllr. T. Byrne
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey
And resolved to:-

Adopt the New Tenant Purchase Scheme for Long Service Tenants dated 15th March 2011 as circulated with the agenda.

Minute No

45/11
To consider for agreement by resolution the draft Members Community Grants Scheme 2011. 

Proposed by Cllr. E. Corrigan
Seconded by Cllr. F. Maher
And resolved to:-

Adopt with the following amendments the Members Community Grants Scheme 2011 as circulated with the agenda.
· The scheme is presented bi-monthly five times a year with the close of scheme being in October.

· A letter of confirmation issue to the recipient setting out the amount allocated and the nominating member.  
Minute No

46/11
Memorandum of Agreement between Newry & Mourne District Council and Louth Local Authorities 

The Members noted and welcomed the County Managers report on the signing of the Memorandum of Agreement between Newry & Mourne District Council and Louth Local Authorities in Brussels on 2nd March 2011. The agreement will be formally launched in Ballymascanlon Hotel on Thursday 7th April which will be followed by a workshop lead by the North / South Ministerial Council.
Minute No

47/11
To agree a date for a special meeting of Council to Consider:




-The Draft Local Area Plans for Ardee & Dunleer

-County Managers Report in respect of the provision of a playground at Tullyallen

Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. P. McQuillen 
And resolved to:-

Hold a special meeting of Council to deal with the two issues as set out on Monday 11th April @ 4.00pm 

Minute No

48/11

Road Works Programme 2011. 
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach
And resolved to:-

Adopt the Road Works Programme 2011 as circulated with the agenda. 

Minute No

49/11

Roads Progress Report

The Roads Progress Report dated 11th March and as circulated with the agenda was noted by the members.  Among the issued raised and responded to where:





- Decision of An Bord Pleanala re the N53



- Traffic management plan when works are ongoing on N53 & details of the remedial works 

   planned. 

- Extent of pot holes in the counties roads & the member’s view that additional plant be sought to deal with        

   the problem
 -Unfinished estates and the plans to repair roads in such developments. 
Minute No

50/11

Housing Progress Report

The Housing Progress Report dated 14th March and as circulated with the agenda was noted by the members.  

Minute No

51/11

Planning Progress Report

The Planning Progress Report dated 9th March and as circulated with the agenda was noted by the members.  

Minute No

52/11

Conferences & Events

To approve by resolution the members attendance at the conference listed with the agenda and recommended by the Corporate Policy Group on 11th March 2011

Proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan 
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey
And resolved to:-

Approve the member’s attendance at Conferences & Events as recorded in the Conference Register.
Minute No

53/11

Notice of Questions

(i) Cllr. J. Loughran

“Who is responsible for the upkeep and maintenance of Gyles Quay above and below the high water mark?”

Reply

The issue of responsibility for works above and below the high water mark at Gyles Quay is been investigated and a response on same will issue as soon as same is available. The current issue regarding the slip way is been addressed locally by staff from the area office.

The reply was noted and the member agreed to meet the County Manager in regard to same.

(ii) Cllr. E. Corrigan

“What funds were granted through the development contribution scheme to companies and organisations involved in tourism in each of the last 5 years, how much funding was granted to  each and for what particular purpose?”
Reply

In the timeframe queried, there were no payments from the 2004 – 2009 Development Levy Contribution Scheme to companies or organisations involved in tourism. Spend under the earlier scheme as approved by Council has totalled €3,366,680 and included among others expenditure for the provision of The Cooley Walking Strategy, Playground at Clogherhead, District Park at Blackrock, Urban and Village renewal at Carlingford, Castlebellingham, Tallanstown and Ardee. Other amenities supported under the scheme included Highlanes Gallery, Drogheda, Stephenstown Pond, Ardee Muga and Clogherhead Beach Car Park.
The member in noting the reply would discuss with the Meetings Administrator further detail in respect of same.
Minute No

54/11

Notice of Motion

(i) Cllr. M. O’Dowd

“In light of the traffic impact assessment conducted for the School extension in Aston Village, Louth County Council in conjunction with Drogheda Borough Council, seeks a contribution from the Department of Education for traffic calming measures on the Termonfeckin Road”

Reply

The Department of Education and Skills will be contacted on the matter from the Office of the Town Clerk/Director of Services Drogheda. There is however no obligation on the Department to contribute towards the works.
In noting the reply the Member expressed disappointment that such a matter had not been included as a planning condition. 

Minute No

55/11

Emergency Motion Cllr. O’Dowd

That Louth County Council calls on the Government to express its serious concern at the British Governments response to the nuclear incident in Japan.

In particular we call on the Irish Government to become fully involved in the review of current nuclear operations in the UK which has been announced and also to express our continuing   concern and seek a full review of the British Governments plans for new nuclear build.

There was unanimous agreement with the motion

Minute No

56/11

Notice of Motion from Other Council
The notice of Motion from Monaghan County Council was noted

Minute No

57/11

County Managers Register

The County Manager’s Order Register to date was noted.

The meeting concluded. 
These Minutes were confirmed at a meeting of the Council held on:-

Date:     ____________________

Signed: ____________________


   Cathaoirleach

Signed: ____________________


   Meetings Administrator
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