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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 20th June 2011 
In attendance:   


Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. P. Savage

Members:
Councillors: P. Bell, M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, M. Murnaghan, M. Butler, T. Byrne, E. Corrigan, L. English, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, C. Markey, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, P. McQuillan, I. Munster, M. O’Dowd, L. Reilly J. Ryan P. Smith, T. Sharkey, O. Tully
Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager






D. Foley, Director of Services






J. McGuinness, Director of Services






M. Curran, Director of Services






J. Martin, Director of Services






B. Woods, Head of Finance






G. Kelly, Senior Engineer






M. O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer






P. Gallagher, A/Senior Engineer






W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer






D. Storey, A/Director of Services






C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer






R. McKenna, Senior Engineer





P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer
Apologies:
F. Pentony, Director of Services
Minute No. 118/11
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES – SPECIAL MEETING 4th May 2011 
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. P. Savage
And Resolved:-
That the minutes of the special meeting held on 4th May 2011 be adopted.

Minute No. 119/11

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES – MONTHLY MEETING

Proposed by Cllr. P. Savage
Seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach
And Resolved:-

That the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 16th May 2011 be adopted.

Minute No. 120/11

MINUTES FOR INFORMATION

The minutes of Committee meetings as listed in the agenda were noted.
Minute No. 121/11

COMMITTEE REPORTS
CPG 
-
The Cathaoirleach reported on the meeting of the Corporate Policy 


Group held on 10th June 2011.
SPC
-
Cllr. Colm Markey reported on the meeting of the Economic 



Development and Future Planning Strategic Policy Committee 


meeting held on Thursday 9th June 2011, which addressed;
· Rural Broadband

· Spatial Planning

· Core Strategy

Cllr. A. Donohue reported on the meeting of the Environment and Emergency Services Strategic Policy Committee held on Tuesday 10th June 2011, which addressed;
· Landfill Costs

· Major Emergency Planning

· Provision of Private Machine Operation during Severe Weather

· Water Safety

· National Tidy Towns Competition

Minute No. 122/11

TO NOMINATE TWO MEMBERS TO REPRESENT THE COUNCIL ON THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING JOINT LLA AND NMDC COMMITTEE
Proposed by Cllr. P. Savage
Seconded by Cllr. F. Maher

That Cllr. D. Breathnach be nominated for the position.

Proposed by Cllr. I. Munster
Seconded by Cllr. T. Sharkey

That Cllr. E. Corrigan be nominated for the position.

Proposed by Cllr. P. Smith
Seconded by Cllr.  P. Bell

That Cllr. P. Bell be nominated for the position.

Proposed by Cllr. C. Markey
Seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy

That Cllr. L. English be nominated for the position.

Cllr. Bell and Cllr. English withdrew their nominations and Cllr. Breathnach and Cllr. Corrigan were deemed elected.

Minute No. 123/11

TO NOMINATE MEMBERS TO REPRESENT THE COUNCIL ON THE LOUTH SPORTS  PARTNERSHIP 
Proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey
Seconded by Cllr. P. McGeough
That Cllr. P. McQuillan be nominated for the position.

Proposed by Cllr. F. McCoy
Seconded by Cllr. L. English
That Cllr. M. Murnaghan be nominated for the position.

Both Members were deemed elected to the Sports Partnership Committee
Minute No. 124/11
TO CONFIRM THE DRAFT ANNUAL REPORT 2010
The matter was deferred to the July meeting.
Minute No. 125/11
PRESENTATION BY GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF IRELAND ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECT FOR COUNTY LOUTH (TELLUS BORDER PROJECT)

Ms. Mairead Glennon and Mr. Ray Scanlon of the Geological Survey Office presented details of the ‘Tell Us’ project that will see physical and photographic information across the border counties being collected.
The Members noted the Presentation 
.
Minute No. 126/11

DISPOSAL OF LANDS AS PER SECTION 183 NOTICES AS PROVIDED FOR IN THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001
Proposed by Cllr. P. Savage
Seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy
And Resolved:-

To confirm the disposal of lands at Knocknagoran, Omeath, Co Louth as per the notice dated 30th May 2011.
Minute No. 127/11
DISPOSAL OF LANDS AS PER SECTION 183 NOTICES AS PROVIDED FOR IN THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001

Proposed by Cllr. P. McGeough
Seconded by Cllr. J. Ryan

And Resolved:-

To confirm the leasing of Fishing Rights on and over the River Fane for a period of thirty years as per the notice dated 7th June 2011.
Minute No. 128/11

TRANSPORTATION & MARINE PROGRESS REPORT
The Report dated 11th June, 2011 was noted by the members. 
Minute No. 129/11
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT
The Housing Progress Report dated 13th June 2011 was noted.  Members were advised of the Ministers recent correspondence that Housing supplement payment junction would be transferred to the Local Authority.  Members will be kept advised on details are issued, of how the scheme will operate.
Minute No. 130/11

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 12.45pm
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. A. Grehan

And Resolved:-

To suspend standing orders in regards to the duration of a meeting to allow for the business of the meeting to be completed
Minute No. 131/11

PLANNING PROGRESS REPORT

The Planning Progress Report for June 2011 as circulated with the agenda was noted by the members.
Minute No. 132/11

CONFERENCES & EVENTS

Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. J. Ryan
And Resolved to:-

Approve the members attendance at Conferences and Events listed with the Agenda and recorded in the Conference Register as per the agreed protocol.  It was agreed to review from the list the LAMA conference until further details of same is available.
Minute No. 133/11

NOTICES OF QUESTION
(i) Cllr. F. Godfrey

"Do the Drogheda, Dundalk and Greenore Port Companies pay commercial rates to Louth Local Authorities? If so, how much has been paid over the past 10 years”?

Reply
The total paid by Greenore Port Company to Louth County Council for Rates for the period from 2002 to date amounts to €470,088.  
Response was noted by the Members
(ii) Cllr. E. Corrigan
“Does Louth County Council have a full list of all households serviced by mains water and does the Council have any information on how the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government plan on billing households for the planned water charges, and if this will include homes that use wells or group water schemes”? 
 
Reply
The Council has access to information on all properties connected to our networks through GIS and water connection application records. There are 41,215 serviced properties in County Louth at present.  The Council does not have details of specific occupiers or owners and are not aware of the detail of the Government's proposals regarding the introduction of domestic water charges at the current time.

 Response was noted by the Members

(iii) Cllr. J. Loughran
“How much water was treated for the public water supply in each of the last three years in County Louth, and what is the estimated waste due to leakage”?
Reply
The appended figures represent net input into distribution systems at treatment plants. The UFW figures (Unaccounted for water) of which leakage is an element are based on the methodology as set out in DECLG template for Performance Indicators and includes:
· Unauthorized consumption

· Leakage in reservoirs, mains and distribution system

· Leakage on customers service connections 

· Customer side wastage 

	Year
	2008
	2009
	2010

	Nett daily input (Ml/day)
	44533
	44376
	47057

	UAW %
	44%
	47.14%
	42.9%


 Response was noted by the Members

(iv) Cllr. T. Sharkey

“What was the balance in Louth County Council’s Water Capital Works Account on the 31st December 2009 and the 31st December 2010 and what is the planned balance on 31st December 2011.  Is it still the case that under the Growth and Stability Pact, Louth County Council must maintain the current balance”?
Reply
The balance in Louth County Council’s Water Capital Works Account on the 31st December 2009 was €409,878 credit and at the 31st December 2010 it was €2,098,906 credit.  The planned balance as at the 31st of December 2011 is to be approx. €1,750,000 credit.    

It is still the case that under the Growth and Stability Pact, that each county council must maintain the balance on the Total Capital Programme Account in line with the 2009 balances.

 Response was noted by the Members

(v) Cllr. J. Loughran

“How much fluoride was added to the mains water supply in County Louth in each of the years 2009 and 2010? What is the cost of this fluoride and who supplies the fluoride”?
Reply 
Fluoride is added to water produced at the following plants; Cavanhill in Dundalk, Staleen and Rosehall in Drogheda, Ardee and Greenmount.  Dosing is in accordance with current recommended standard of 0.6mg/l Fluorine.  

Approximately 115 m3 per annum of 10.9% Hydrofluorisilic Acid is utilized each year, purchased at a cost of circa €50,000 per annum which is recouped from HSE.
 Response was noted by the Members

(vi) Cllr. I. Munster

Can the council confirm the following in relation to the development of Aston Village as part of the Northern Environs Plan:
 

(a) Whether or not a cash bond was ever paid to the council by the developers?
 

(b) Whether or not a letter from the Construction Industry Federation was accepted in place of a cash bond?
 

(c) Whether or not this letter from the C.I.F was allow to lapse?
 

(d) If the above is the case do the council intend to seek a cash bond before the estate is taken in charge?
 

(e) Can the council confirm that every other residential development within the country that has not been taken in charge has a cash bond secured by the council from the developer in case the developer withdraws or goes bust, and if not how many developments do not?
 

Reply 
A letter of guarantee was accepted from the Construction Industry Federation in lieu of a cash bond, and this guarantee is still in force. No application to have the estate taken in charge has been received. When such an application is received the CIF in consultation with the Planning Authority has the option to lodge such a sum as is reasonable to ensure the completion of the development, or it may have the works carried out on their behalf.

The information required to respond in full to part (e) of the notice of question is being compiled and will be issued when available.’

Response was noted by the Members. 
Clarification was noted that letter of guarantee referred to in the reply is a bond as provided for by the Members in the Development Contribution Scheme.

It was also confirmed that this application was dealt with prior to the Drogheda Northern Environs Plan been in place.

It was further clarified that no valid application has been made to take in charge the development know as Aston Village.
Minute No. 134/11

NOTICES OF MOTION
(i) From Cllr. T. Sharkey

“That Louth County Council remains opposed to the nuclear industry and congratulates the German government on its recent announcement that it will be reducing its nuclear projects.

However, this council is concerned at recent reports that the British government will be excluding the Sellafield nuclear reprocessing plant in Cumbria from an imminent round of stress tests on European nuclear installations.  Louth County Council believes it is inadequate to have these stress tests on a voluntary basis and as with many other industries and operations, public safety and human health must be protected by compulsory stress testing of all nuclear facililties in Europe, be they generation plants or reprocessing plants.”

Proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey
Seconded by Cllr. E. Corrigan

And Resolved:-

To write to the Minister for the Environment and the Taoiseach as per the motion.

(ii) From Cllr. E. Corrigan

“That Louth County Council is appalled at recent news that Vodafone plan on “off shoring” jobs to India and Egypt.  This council believes that this is an insult to the loyal staff and customers of Vodafone and also a negative step in attempts to rebuild the Irish economy.  Vodafone Ireland recorded a profit of €120m last year.

Louth County Council is working hard to ensure the viability of the local economy and believes that the loss of more than 100 jobs in Louth will have a huge impact on the local economy.

That this Council writes to Vodafone management expressing our disappointment at the planned action and calling on the company to abandon its plans to lay off more than 100 staff at their Dundalk call centre.”
Proposed by Cllr. E. Corrigan
Seconded by Cllr. P. Savage

And Resolved:-

To write to Vodafone about their decision and write to all mobile phone providers seeking details of their employment levels in Ireland.

(iii) From Cllr. I. Munster

“Calling on this council to carry out regular inspections of the public toilets on the Little Strand in Clogherhead in the interest of health and safety. Serious concerns have been raised about the lack of upkeep and maintenance of the facilities and the fact that the public convenience has been left open throughout the night raising further public safety issues. At the start of the summer season and with the upcoming successful Prawn Festival it is important that the council seek to maintain high standards to encourage visitors and tourists alike to this scenic area by ensuring that who ever is responsible for the above maintain proper public health and safety standards in the interests of all”.

Proposed by Cllr. I. Munster
Seconded by Cllr. T. Byrne

And Resolved:-

Reply
The Council proposes to have daily inspection of facilities carried out in Clogherhead from end of June until end of August. The Council will meet operators of the facility with a view to ensuring that issues affecting the serviceability of the toilets will be dealt with promptly.  The operation and maintenance arrangements of these facilities will be examined as part of an overall review of public toilets currently being carried out on a countrywide basis.
(iv) From Cllr. F. Godfrey

“That Louth County Council makes a strong case to the Taoiseach for reassurance of the future of FAS services in County Louth.”
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. P. Savage

And Resolved:-

That Louth County Council make a strong case to the Taoiseach for reassurance of the future of FAS services in County Louth, and in regard to the decision to transfer a number of posts from Dundalk to Drogheda this be reversed.

(v) From Cllr. M. O’Dowd

“Following the report on road traffic accidents presented to the HSE North East Forum , Louth County Council calls on the Gardai Traffic Corp to conduct a high visibility campaign during the summer months to counteract the high number of such accidents during June,  July and August”.
Proposed by Cllr. M. O’Dowd
Seconded by Cllr. P. Savage
And Resolved:-

To write to the chief Superintendent as per the motion.

(vi) From Cllr. A. Grehan

"That Louth County Council hold a special meeting for the nomination of Presidential Candidates prior to the end of June 2011"

Proposed by Cllr. A. Grehan
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey

And Resolved:-

That a special meeting be held at 6pm on Thursday 30th June to facilitate candidates for the Presidential Election who are seeking the support f Council.

It was noted that other candidates who have not yet declared their intention to content the election may need to be facilitated at a future date.

Minute No. 135/11

CORRESPONDENCE

Correspondence as circulated with the Agenda was noted by the Members.
In the matter of correspondence dated 9th June 2011 from the Department of Health and Children on behalf of the Minister in regard to the minister not being in a position to address the Council due to a very heavy schedule of Government and Department Business.  

Proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey
Seconded by Cllr. A. Grehan

And Resolved:-

That a response issue to the Minister strongly setting out the members dissatisfaction with the response.
Minute No. 136/11

COUNTY MANAGER’S REGISTER

The County Manager’s Order Register to date was noted.
The meeting concluded.
These minutes were confirmed at a meeting of the Council held on:-
Date: _____________________
Signed: ____________________


   Cathaoirleach
Signed: ____________________


              Meetings Administrator
Louth County Council  

Minutes June 2011 


