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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 21st February 2011
In attendance:   


Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. P. Savage
Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, D. Breathnach T. Brennan, M. Butler, T. Byrne, E. Corrigan, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, C. Markey, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, P. McQuillan, I. Munster, M. O’Dowd, L. Reilly, J. Ryan T. Sharkey, O. Tully
Absent:
Cllr. G. Nash
Apologies:
Cllr. P. Bell
Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager





D. Foley, Director of Services





F. Pentony, Director of Services/Town Clerk






J. McGuinness, Director of Services





J. Martin, Director of Services/Town Clerk





G. Kelly, A/Director of Services






B. Woods, Head of Finance





R. McAuley, Financial Accountant





P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer





W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer

--------------------------------------
Minute No. 17/11
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy
And Resolved:-
That the Minutes of the monthly meeting held on 17th January, 2011 be adopted. 
Minute No. 18/11

VOTE OF SYMPATHY
Proposed by Cllr. P. Savage
Seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy
And Resolved:-
That a vote of sympathy be extended to the family of Mairead Vaughan.
Minute No. 19/11
The Cathaoirleach extended good wishes to the three members Cllr. Breathnach, Cllr. Godfrey and Cllr. Nash who are candidates in the forthcoming Dail Election scheduled for Friday 25th February 2011.
Minute No. 20/11
MINUTES FOR INFORMATION
The minutes of Committee meetings as listed in the agenda were noted
Minute No. 21/11
COMMITTEE REPORTS
The Cathaoirleach reported on the meeting of the Corporate Policy Group held on Friday 11th February, 2011.

Minute No. 22/11
SECTION 183 NOTICE
Disposal of land by lease at Main Street, Dunleer, Co. Louth
Proposed by Cllr. F. McCoy
Seconded by Cllr. A. Grehan
And Resolved:-

That in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2011 that lands set out in Report dated 8th February, 2011 be disposed of by lease as per the report,
Minute No. 23/11
COUNCIL OWN DEVELOPMENT SECTION 179 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACT 2001 AS AMENDED
Proposed by Cllr. P. McGeough
Seconded by Cllr. M. Butler

And Resolved:-

To approve the County Managers Report dated 14th February 2011, in respect of the provision of a new playground at Kilanny, Co. Louth for approval by resolution in accordance with Section 179 (4) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2006
Minute No. 24/11
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2009 – AUDITORS REPORT

The Audited Annual Financial Statement for year ended 31st December 2009 was noted by the members.
Minute No. 25/11
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS IN DEVELOPMENT KNOWN AS : GLEN ALAINN, TULLYALLEN, DROGHEDA

Proposed by Cllr. F. Maher
Seconded by Cllr. A. Donohoe
And Resolved to:-

Declare the roads within the development known Glen Alainn, Tullyallen, Drogheda to be public roads as per Section 11 of the Roads Act 1993.
Minute No. 26/11
ROADS & MARINE PROGRESS REPORT
The Roads & Marine Progress Report dated 11th February, 2011 was noted by the members and among the issues responded to by Mr. G. Kelly, A/Director of Services were the following:-
· Large number of potholes throughout the county
· Availability of Plant to Area Offices
· N53 mitigation measures – Report sought
· Broadband Report from Sub-Group
· Maintenance of cycle lanes
Minute No. 27/11
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT
The Housing Progress Report dated 7th February 2011 was noted by the members and the following issues were addressed:-

· Unfinished estates -  availability of central funding

· The suite of housing maintenance and adaptive grants

· Review of the ASBO policy

· Number of unoccupied council houses

Minute No. 28/11

PLANNING PROGRESS REPORT

The members noted the Planning Progress Report dated 10th February 2011. Among the issues raised by the members and responded to by Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services included:-

· Extension to school at Astown Village 
· Traffic assessment that outlines 25% increase in car movements
· Contribution from Dept of Education & Skills should be sought
Minute No. 29/11
COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN
Following a discussion in regard to a number of policy issues, it was proposed by Cllr. McGeough seconded by Cllr. Brennan that a review of the plan commence as soon as possible.
Minute No. 30/11

CONFERENCES & EVENTS

Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. J. D’Arcy

And Resolved to:-

Approve the members attendance at Conferences and Events listed with the Agenda and recorded in the Conference Register.

Minute No. 31/11

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING – SIGNING IN BRUSSELS

The County Manager advised the members that an invitation had been received inviting the Local Authority to sign the Memorandum of Understanding between Newry and Mourne District Council and Louth Local Authorities in Brussels.

Following a discussion it was agreed that the Cathaoirleach would nominate a member to attend on his behalf.

Minute No. 32/11

NOTICES OF MOTION

(i) From Cllr. T. Sharkey

"That Louth County Council makes it a priority in social inclusion and cultural diversity initiatives to facilitate burial of members of the Muslim community in burial grounds in a manner that respect the beliefs and customs of that community."
Reply
Louth County Council does not own or manage any of the cemeteries in its functional area. While a number of cemeteries are vested in the local authority for maintenance purposes, they were provided by Church or Parish authorities and they continue to be responsible for the allocation of burial plots within the cemetery. Louth County Council has no function in this matter.
The response was noted by the members.  The Cathaoirleach advised that the Joint Burial Board was dealing with this matter and he would expect to see a resolution as there was a willingness to accommodate the Muslim Community

(ii) From Cllr. T. Sharkey

"That Louth County Council fully supports the 20 Year Plan for An Gaelige which was launched in December 2010 and that this Council will work to be an innovator to assist with the initiatives included in the Plan."
Reply
This is a matter for the members, however it should be noted that the Council have existing obligations with regard to the Official Languages Act, and have commenced the review of the statutory Scheme, prepared under this Act.
In noting the response it was agreed to defer a decision on same until the document was circulated to members for consideration.
(iii)  From Cllr. E. Corrigan

"That Louth County Council conduct a skills needs analysis of members of all local authorities in the county and that this is used to establish a programme of training seminars which could be facilitated by existing staff members. This project would minimise the amount of conferences attended. That Louth County Council would correspond with other councils to establish interest in regional seminars."
Reply
While the training needs of the elected members is indeed a matter for the members, the delivery of identified training should be the responsibility of the Institute of Public Administration, who have a proven track record in this area
The motion was seconded by Cllr. Breathnach and noted by the members.  A number of suggestions as to how same might be funded were made – It was also suggested that members receive support and training in the use of the Irish Language.
(iv) From Cllr. J. Loughran

"That Louth County Council approaches the relevant government agencies with a view to facilitating the many redundant apprentices in the county to serve out apprenticeships with Louth County council and associated authorities in order to finalise their training and certification."
Reply
The Local Authority Sector are in detailed national discussions with FAS in relation to a National Redundant Apprentice Scheme and Louth County Council have offered to take a small number of specific skill apprentices.
The response was noted by the members
Minute No. 33/11

NOTICES OF MOTION FROM OTHER COUNCILS

Notice of Motion from Monaghan Town Council and South Tipperary County Council were noted.
Minute No. 34/11

CORRESPONDENCE

Correspondence as circulated with the Agenda was noted.
Minute No. 35/11

COUNTY MANAGER’S REGISTER

The County Manager’s Order Register to date was noted.
The meeting concluded.
These minutes were confirmed at a meeting of the Council held on:-
Date: _____________________
Signed: ____________________


   Cathaoirleach
Signed: ____________________


              Meetings Administrator
Louth County Council  
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