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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of October Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 18th October, 2010
In attendance:   


Leas Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. L. Reilly
Members:
Councillors: P. Bell, D. Breathnach T. Brennan, M. Butler, T. Byrne, E. Corrigan, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, C. Markey, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, P. McQuillan, I. Munster,  G. Nash, M. O’Dowd,  J. Ryan, T. Sharkey, 
Apologies:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, P. Savage, O. Tully
Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager





D. Foley, Director of Services





F. Pentony, Director of Services/Town Clerk






J. McGuinness, Director of Services





J. Martin, Director of Services/Town Clerk





M. Curran, Director of Services






B. Woods, Head of Finance





C. Vaughan, Senior Social Worker






R. McKenna, Senior Engineer





G. Kelly, Senior Engineer





R. McAuley, Financial Accountant





B. Lynch, Financial Accountant






B. Fennell, County Librarian






P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer





M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer






W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer

In attendance:
D. Cummins, President DKIT

A. Cleary, Strategy Officer, DKIT
 --------------------------------------

Minute No. 159/10
Confirmation of Minutes
Proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan
Seconded by Cllr. A. Grehan
And Resolved:-
That the Minutes of the monthly meeting held on 20th September, 2010 be adopted. 
There were no matters arising.

Minute No. 160/10
Votes of Sympathy
Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan
And Resolved:-

That a vote of sympathy be extended to the families of the following:-

Mae Farrell,

Pat D’Arcy

Niall Dorr


Gerard Evans
Dermot Kierans
Dermot Early

Minute No. 161/10
Civic Honours
Proposed by Cllr. L. Reilly

Seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan
And Resolved to:-
Extend a Civic Reception to Paddy Keenan on his nomination as County Louth’s first GAA All Star and on his selection as a member of the Irish Compromise Rules Football Team. 
Extend a Civic Reception to Kyle Norton on his success in winning two gold medals in the Special Olympics European Championships.

Minute No. 162/10

Minutes for Information

The minutes, as circulated, of the various committee meetings listed as Item 2 on the agenda were noted.  

Minute No. 163/10
Committee Reports
Cllr L. Reilly reported on the meeting of the Corporate Policy Group held on 8th October 2010.
Cllr. F. Maher reported on the meeting of the Transportation and Cross Border Matters SPC held on 13th October 2010.

Cllr. T. Brennan reported on the meeting of the Economic Development SPC held on 14th October 2010.
Minute No. 164/10
Proposed development of a Playground at Rampark, Jenkinstown, Co. Louth
Proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan
Seconded by Cllr. J. Loughran
And Resolved
That in accordance with Section 179 (4) (b) of the Planning and Development  Act 2000 as amended and Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2006 that the recommendation as set out in the County Manager’s Report  dated 5th  October, 2010 be approved.
Minute No. 165/10

SECTION 183 NOTICES – Disposal of Lands
Lands at Whiterath, Dromiskin, Co. Louth

Lands at Whiterath, and Commons Dromiskin, Co. Louth
Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. C. Markey
And Resolved
That in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, lands as set out in the reports dated 5th October 2010 be disposed of accordingly
Lands at County Hall, St. Alphonsus Road, Dundalk

Proposed by Cllr. M. Butler
Seconded by Cllr. F. Maher

And Resolved
That in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, lands as set out in the reports dated 6th September 2010 be disposed of accordingly

Minute No. 166/10

DKIT – Presentation of Draft Strategic Plan 2011-2014
Members noted the presentation of the Plan by Ms. Ann Cleary, Strategy Officer, and Mr. Denis Cummins, President DKIT and agreed to forward their comments on same to be included in a Louth County Council response to the call for observations and submissions on same.
Minute No. 167/10

Extinguishment of Public Right of Way
Members considered the matter of an extinguishment of a Public Right of Way at Cookstown, Ardee as per Memorandum of 1st October 2010 and the recommendation of the Director of Services dated 5th October 2010 to extinguish the Public Right of Way on the basis of improvement in road safety.
The matter was voted upon by a roll call vote with twenty-two members voting against the recommendation and four members being recorded as absent.
Minute No. 168/10

Suspension of Standing Orders
Proposed by Cllr. G. Nash
Seconded by Cllr. P. Bell

And Resolved
To suspend Standing Orders to facilitate discussion on the motion.
“That this Council calls on the Minister for Health & Children to grant access to the Dignity 4 Patients Group to the report provided to her by Mr. Justice T.C. Smyth in relation to the review of allegations of sexual abuse against a struck-off medic at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital.  This Council also calls on the Minister to initiate a full public inquiry into the matter in the interests of the alleged victims, and in order to ensure that proper comprehensive systems can be put in place to protect patients accessing hospital and medical care now and in the future”

The motion was supported

Minute No. 169/10
Transportation & Marine Progress Report

Proposed by Cllr. F. McCoy
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey
And Resolved to note:
The Transportation & Marine Progress Report for October as circulated with the agenda was noted. Among the issues raised and responded to were:-
· Broadband Report

· Footbridge in Termonfeckin

· Drogheda Port Access Route

· Narrow Water Bridge

· Motorway maintenance

Minute No. 170/10
Housing Progress Report
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. J. Ryan
And Resolved to note:-
The Housing Progress Report for October as circulated with the agenda was noted. Among the issues raised and responded to were:-

· Affordable Housing Scheme
· Leasing of properties to Voluntary Sector

· Anti-Social Behaviour Strategy

Minute No. 171/10
Planning Progress Report

Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy

And Resolved to note:-

The Planning Progress Report dated October 2010 as circulated with the agenda. 
Minute No. 172/10

Conferences & Events
Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey
And Resolved to:-
Approve for the member’s attendance at Conferences listed with the agenda and recorded in the Conference Register.
Minute No. 173/10

Notices of Motion from other Councils
Notice of Motion from Monaghan Town Council dated 24th September 2010 was noted.

Minute No. 174/10

Notices of Questions

(i) From Cllr. I. Munster

Can the council clarify whether there is a public Right of Way at the Mollie Wee lands leading down to the Harbour in Clogherhead? Locals are of the belief that this land had for decades been a public right of way and used by walkers up until recently when a gate has been installed blocking entrance through this land? 
Reply
The Council has written to the Landowners concerned and requested that the right of way be reinstated.
Response was noted by the members

(ii)
From Cllr. M. O’ Dowd

What are the outstanding issues in relation to the taking in charge of Aston Village?

Reply
There are no enforcement/compliance issues outstanding in relation to Aston Village; however, the Council has not received an application for the Taking in Charge of the estate. On receipt of same the Council will deal with the application in accordance with the recently approved Taking in Charge policy.

Response was noted by the members

(iii)
From Cllr. M. O’ Dowd

Will Louth County Council Environment Section contact the management company in Aston Village and request that they place litter bins in the retail area (externally) in the neighbourhood as there are constant complaints that no such facilities exist.

Reply
The Litter Warden for the area has been requested to contact the management company to put a litter management plan in place, which may include the provision of litter bins, to ensure proper litter management in the vicinity of the retail area. The situation will be kept monitored to ensure an improved cleanliness rating and enforcement action may be taken if deem appropriate.
Response was noted by the members

(iv)
From Cllr. G. Nash

As a result of concerns expressed in the locality about speeding motorists in the vicinity of St. Buite's National School, Tenure, will this Council commit to undertaking a traffic survey to establish the extent of the problem and will the Council work with An Garda Siochána to take steps to address road safety at the school?

Reply
The Council has worked closely with the Parents Council and Principal and the following works have been undertaken in recent years:

Speed Limit reduced to 50 KPH,

“Slow School Ahead” signs painted on the roadway on each approach to the school,

Solar-powered flashing lights erected on each approach to the school,

Two standard school signs were replaced.

Also in consultation with the school, it is proposed to shortly mark out a bus bay, install double yellow lines to prohibit parking in front of the school (to provide unobstructed view of oncoming traffic for children crossing the road), install hazard boxes on each side of the lay-by adjacent to the school to prohibit stopping or parking, and the erection of signage to facilitate the operation of a one-way system for entry to and exit from the lay-by.  

Following completion of these works the Council will review road safety in the vicinity of the School with the Gardai and will report back to Council.
Response was noted by the members

(v)
From Cllr. G. Nash

Has Louth Local Authorities applied for co-funding available for water conservation projects for Dundalk and Drogheda under the 2007-2013 programme for the Border, Midland and Western Region in the context of the Priority Axis 2 ‘Environment and Risk Prevention’ heading of the European Regional Development Fund? If this is the case, and if the application has been successful, when will this Council draw down the funding to enable water conservation projects to commence in both towns?

Reply
Louth Local Authorities have submitted and received approval for a €7.3 Water Conservation- Mains Rehabilitation Project that will be implemented in both Drogheda and Dundalk. This project is being part funded through ERDF and has been included in Water Services Investment Program 2010-2012. The Council are in the process of appointing Consultants to design and oversee these works. Construction works are likely to commence in early 2012.  It is also intended to complete works on replacing part of the North Quay Trunk main in early 2011 as an advance contract under this scheme. 
 Response was noted by the members

Minute No. 175/10

Correspondence
Nomination to Louth Leader Partnership

Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey

And Resolved to 

Nominate Cllr. Tommy Byrne as the Council representative on the Board of Louth Leader Partnership.

Correspondence as circulated with the Agenda was noted.
Minute No. 176/10

County Managers Register

The matter was noted
That concluded the business of the meeting.
These minutes were confirmed at a meeting of the Council held on:-
Date: _____________________
Signed: ____________________


              Leas Cathaoirleach
Signed:____________________


               Meetings Administrator
