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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of July Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in Drogheda Institute of Further Education, Drogheda on Monday 19th July, 2010
In attendance:   


Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. P. Savage
Members:
Councillors: P. Bell, D. Breathnach T. Brennan, M. Butler, T. Byrne, E. Corrigan, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, J. D’Arcy, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, C. Markey, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, I. Munster,  G. Nash, J. Ryan, T. Sharkey, O. Tully
Apologies:
Councillors: M. O’Dowd, L. Reilly, M. Bellew
Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager





E. Walsh, Director of Services





J. McGuinness, Director of Services





J. Martin, Director of Services/Town Clerk






B. Woods, Head of Finance






D. Foley, Director of Services






F. Pentony, Director of Services/Town Clerk






M. Curran, Director of Services





R. McAuley, Financial Accountant





B. Fennell, County Librarian





E. Woulfe, Chief Fire Officer





M. Quinn, Senior Executive Planner





W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer





P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer





C. Vaughan, Senior Social Worker

 --------------------------------------

Minute No. 122/10
Confirmation of Minutes
Proposed by Cllr. O. Tully
Seconded by Cllr. T. Byrne
And Resolved:-
That the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 21st June, 2010 be adopted subject to the following amendments / clarifications
Minute No. 103/10
Cllr. M. Butler name be replaced by Cllr. M. Bellew at minute 103/10 in respect of the proposal for Cllr. Godfrey as Cathaoirleach
Minute No. 114/10

Cllr Sharkey’s query in respect of standing order no 12 (iv) as adopted was clarified.
Minute No. 123/10

Proposed by Cllr. T. Byrne
Seconded by Cllr. O. Tully

And Resolved:-

That the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 21st June, 2010 be adopted.





Minute No. 124/10
Minutes for Information
The minutes, as circulated, of the various committee meetings listed as Item 2 on the agenda were noted.  

Minute No. 125/10
SPC Chairpersons Reports
Transportation & Cross Border Matters – Cllr. F. Maher presented a report of proceedings of the SPC held on Thursday 1st July, 2010
Economic Development & Future Planning  -  The report on the meeting of the SPC held on Thursday 24th June, 2010 was presented by Cllr. T. Brennan
Environment & Water Services – The report on the meeting of the SPC held on Thursday 15th July, 2010was presented by Cllr. A. Dohohoe
Minute No. 126/10
Declaration of Roads to be public roads in the development known as Ard-na-Mara, Blackrock, County Louth
Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. A. Grehan
And Resolved
That in accordance with Section 11 of the Roads Act 1993 that the roads in the development known as Ard-Na-Mara, Blackrock, Dundalk be declared public roads with effect from seven days from the date of this meeting, when the report was considered – i.e. Monday 26th July 2010.
Minute No. 127/10
Section 183 Notice – In respect of Wastewater Treatment Plant, Point Road, Dundalk
Proposed by Cllr. P. Bell
Seconded by Cllr. F. Maher

And Resolved
In accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 that the lands at Wastewater Treatment Plant, Point Road Dundalk be disposed of to the ESB as per the notice issued on 5th July, 2010.
Minute No. 128/10
Section 183 Notice – In respect of Lands at Dromin and Mooremount

Proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan
Seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy

And Resolved
In accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 that lands at Dromin and Mooremount be transferred to Nicholas Cunningham as per the notice issued on 6th July, 2010.
Minute No. 129/10

Section 183 Notice – In respect of Dwellinghouse at Collon, Co. Louth
Proposed by Cllr. P. Bell
Seconded by Cllr. G. Nash
And Resolved
In accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 that a dwellinghouse at the Square, Collon, Co. Louth be transferred to  Olivia Mary Byrne as per the notice issued on 9th July, 2010.
Minute No. 130/10

Annual Financial Statement 2009
Proposed by Cllr. P. Bell
Seconded by Cllr. O. Tully

And Resolved
That the Annual Financial Statement for financial year ending 31st December 2009 and the over expenditure outlined therein be approved
Minute No. 131/10

Revision of Fire & Emergency Operational Plan made under Section 26 of the Fire Services Act 1981
Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan

And Resolved
That in accordance with Section 36 of the Fire Services Act 1981 the Louth Fire & Rescue Services Fire and Emergency operational plan be adopted.
Minute No. 132/10

Housing Development at Seafied Road, Blackrock: Planning Application under Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001, as amended 2006

Proposed by Cllr. J. Ryan
Seconded by Cllr. A. Grehan

And Resolved
To approve the report as presented in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001, as amended 2006

Minute No. 133/10
Transport & Marine Progress Report
The Transport & Marine Progress Report as circulated with the agenda was noted.
Among the issues raised and responded to were:-

· Abandoned boats at Carlingford Harbour

· N53 Oral Hearing

· Pedestrian access (closed) at Gort Nua / Bellingham Green
· Plans for a Marina at Clogherhead
Minute No. 134/10
Housing Progress Report

The Housing Progress Report as circulated with the agenda was noted. The following issues were raised and responded to.

· Nature of Inspections carried out by staff

· Income level necessary to be considered for Affordable House

· Numbers of Private Rented Accommodation inspected
· Work with homeless in County & particularly in Drogheda acknowledged 

Minute No. 135/10
Radon Gas – Presentation by Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland

The presentation by Stephanie Long M.sc of the Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland was noted.  Ms Long also addressed the members’ queries in regard to Radon levels in County Louth.  On the proposal of Cllr. Breathnach, seconded by Cllr. Byrne, members agreed to request the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to provide a grant for monitoring Radon in high risk areas and funding be made available where remedial works were required.
Minute No. 136/10
Planning Progress Report

The report as circulated with the agenda was noted
Minute No. 137/10

Conferences & Events
Proposed by Cllr. J. Ryan
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey

And Resolved

Approval for the member’s attendance at Conferences listed with the agenda and recorded in the Conference Register.
Minute No. 138/10

Notices of Motion

(i) From Cllr. J. Loughran

“That members of Louth County Council receive a comprehensive report on all properties purchased by Louth Local Authorities in each year since 2002 inclusive. That this report details the lands/properties purchased, price paid, vendor, purpose for which the property was bought and the current situation relating to the property. That this report be made available to all members within 6 weeks”.

Reply
Work will be carried out as quickly as it practical and reported in due course. 
The County Manager indicated that further clarification on the motion would be required.
 (ii)
 From Cllr. T. Sharkey

“That Louth County Council condemns the recent closure of a variety of services at Louth County Hospital. This Council reiterates our opposition to the closures entailed in the Transformation Programme and that Louth County Council is appalled at the failure of local members of the government who have failed to fulfill their individual and their party's commitments on these issues”.
Reply
This is a matter for the members

The motion was not supported by the members
 (iii)
 From Cllr. T. Sharkey

“That Louth County Council inform the Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government and also the Department of Transport that the chosen route for the Cavan - Monaghan section of the East West Corridor will cause unacceptable traffic congestion and safety hazards in the town of Dundalk. That this Council is concerned that no consideration has been given to the fact that the selected route offers no access onto the motorway network”.

Reply

As advised by the Consultants at the meeting of Louth County Council held on 19th April 2010, selection of the Cavan- Dundalk road via Cootehill and Carrickmacross as the core route option took into account the possibility of providing various options for a link from the R178 Carrickmacross-Dundalk road to the M1 Motorway (Dundalk Western Bypass). The design of the upgraded R178, when completed, will be such as to not preclude provision of such a future link. The options being taken into account for a link include consideration of proposals contained in the Dundalk Western Infrastructure Plan as prepared by Louth County Council. 

It should be noted that the funding timeframe for the construction of the Cavan-Dundalk upgrade is not known at this time. Current indications are that a phased approach, taking several years, will be adopted for both planning and construction of the road.  The effect of increased traffic on any town, including Dundalk, will be mitigated by the pace at which the proposed upgrade occurs, together with other issues including growth factors and the general economic climate.  

Members should note that one of the core objectives of the scheme is to link the hubs of Cavan to the gateway of Dundalk, as identified in the National Spatial Strategy. A consequence of this is that some additional traffic will be generated in the town of Dundalk itself, with additional opportunities for business and trade”.      
On a show of hands the motion was supported by the members.

(iv)
From Cllr. F. Godfrey
“That Louth County Council seek to establish a Land Register of ownership of all lands in County Louth”

Reply
The registration of all land ownership throughout the country is a function vested by statute in the Property Registration Authority which incorporates the former Land Registry and Registry of Deeds. The establishment of a register as proposed in the motion is neither necessary nor practical. The Council does maintain a register of all property in its own ownership and this work is ongoing.

The response was noted by the members
(v)
From Cllr. C. Markey – Public toilets in Dunleer

Proposed by Cllr. Markey
Seconded by Cllr. McCoy
“That decision made by Louth County Council to sell the public toilets in Dunleer is reversed with a view to allowing the possibility of re-opening the toilets in Dunleer”.

Reply
Further clarification in regard to the execution of the Section 183 Notice as confirmed by Council on 19th June 2006 is being sought.  A report on same will be furnished when clarification of the matter is to hand.
It was noted that progress on the motion would be available for the September meeting
Minute No. 139/10

Notices of Question

Notices of Questions and the responses thereto as appeared on the agenda were noted as follows:-

(i) Cllr. E. Corrigan – Policy in relation to housing sex offenders

(ii) Cllr. F. Godfrey –  Waste tyres disposal policy

(iii) Cllr. E. Corrigan – Fluoridation of water supplies

(iv) Cllr. J. Loughran – Funding for community and voluntary groups

(v) Cllr G. Nash – Abandoned boats at Carlingford harbour
That concluded the business of the meeting.
These minutes were confirmed at a meeting of the Council held on:-
Date: 
_____________________
Signed:____________________


              Cathaoirleach
Signed:____________________


               Meetings Administrator
