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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of January Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 18th January, 2010
In attendance:   


Cathaoirleach :
Cllr. J. D’Arcy
Members:
Councillors: P. Bell, M. Bellew, D. Breathnach T. Brennan, T. Byrne E. Corrigan M. Dearey, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, C. Markey, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, P. McQuillan, I. Munster,  G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully
Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager





M. Curran, Director of Services





E. Walsh, Director of Services




J. McGuinness, Director of Services







J. Martin, Director of Services / Town Clerk






D. Foley, Director of Services







B. Woods, Head of Finance

F. Pentony, Director of Services / Town Clerk

P. Fitzsimons Senior Executive Officer





G. Kelly, Senior Engineer





P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer






B. Lynch, Financial Accountant






R. McAuley, Financial Accountant





C. Vaughan, Senior Social Worker






R. McKenna, Senior Engineer






F. Magee, Senior Executive Engineer

 --------------------------------------

Minute No. 01/10
Confirmation of Minutes
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy
And Resolved
That the Minutes of the monthly Council meeting held on 21st December 2009, and the Statutory Budget Meeting held on 14th December 2009, be adopted.
Minute No. 02/10
Votes of Sympathy
The Council unanimously agreed to pass votes of sympathy on the recent deaths of the following:-
1) Cllr Paddy Buckley, former Chairman of Louth County Council, and Mayor of Drogheda

2) Mrs. May Yore, mother of Gene Yore, Dundalk Democrat Reporter

3) Fr. James Kearney S.M., Marist Fathers, Dundalk

4) Ms. Maire Clarke, former Manager of Drogheda Community Services Centre
Minute No. 03/10
Severe Weather Conditions
G. Kelly, Senior Engineer presented an overview of the Council’s operations in dealing with the recent spell of severe weather detailing the extent of gritting operations on National and Regional routes, the quantities of salt used, and an estimate expenditure of €250,000.  
During a subsequent discussion, the members complimented the Council officials on the manner in which the situation had been responded to with many highlighting the superior quality and extent of the gritting operations in County Louth compared to other parts of the country.

The Manager, in acknowledging the comments of the members, advised that the Crisis Management Team had held regular meetings with the Gardai and HSE Officials during the particular period and he complimented the engineering and outdoor staff who had worked long hours to keep the roads passable and water supplies functioning.  He cautioned however that the considerable expenditure on this operation could have budgetary implications later in the year.

Proposed by Cllr. O. Tully
Seconded by Cllr. M. Bellew
And Resolved

That, in view of the considerable additional expenditure incurred by the Council in dealing with the recent severe weather conditions, we call on the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, to reverse the cut back in the Local Government Fund Grant for 2010. 
Minute No. 04/10
Minutes for Noting
Minutes of the following meetings, copies of which were circulated were noted by the members:-
a) Dundalk Carlingford/Dundalk South Area Committee – 14/12/09

b) Drogheda East and West Area Committee – 07/12/09 & 21/12/09

c) Ardee Area Committee Meeting – 26/11/09

d) Corporate Policy Group –  18/11/09 & 11/12/09
Minute No. 05/10
S.P.C. Chairpersons Reports

The Chairpersons’ of the following SPC’s reported to the Council on proceedings at recent meetings of those committees as follows:-

1) Environment – Cllr A. Donohoe – Meeting held 15/12/09
2) Transportation – Cllr. F. Maher – Meeting held 18/12/09
3) Economic Development – Cllr. T. Brennan – Meeting held 17/12/09
It was noted that formal minutes of these meetings will be included in the Council Agenda in due course.
Minute No. 06/10
Material Contravention of Ardee Local Area Plan – Retail Development at Cappocksgreen, Ardee – Eamon & Seamus Rogers – Planning Register Reference No 09/705

The Council considered a report dated 14th January, 2010 (circulated) recommending that a decision be made to materially contravene the Ardee Local Area Plan to enable a decision to be made to grant permission for a retail development at Cappocksgreen, Ardee.
Proposed by Cllr. J. Lennon
Seconded by Cllr. L. Reilly

That a decision be made to grant permission in material contravention of the Ardee Local Area Plan to Eamon & Seamus Rogers for a retail development at Cappocksgreen, Ardee under Planning Register Reference No. 09/705 on foot of an application received on 16th October 2009.

Proposed by Cllr. M. Dearey
Seconded by Cllr. G. Nash

That a decision to grant permission not be made

As required by Section 34 (6) (b) of the Planning & Development Act 2000, a roll call vote was taken on the proposal which resulted as follows:-

For:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, D. Breathnach T. Brennan, T. Byrne, E. Corrigan, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, C. Markey, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, P. McQuillan, I. Munster,  M. O’Dowd,  L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey  O. Tully


Total:
 23
Against:
Cllrs. P. Bell, M. Dearey, G. Nash


Total:  3
Accordingly the proposal requiring a decision to be made to grant permission to Eamon & Seamus Rogers for a retail development at Cappocksgreen, Ardee under Planning Register Reference No. 09/705 was declared carried, the number of members voting in favour of the proposal being not less than three-quarters of the total number of members of the council.
Minute No. 07/10
Water Services – Agreements Under Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001 with Drogheda Borough Council, and Dundalk Town Council
D. Foley, Director of Services, presented a report dated 7th January, 2010 (circulated) (together with draft agreement) recommending that Louth County Council enter into formal agreements under Section 85 of the Local Government Act,  2001, with Dundalk Town Council and Drogheda Borough Council, providing that those Councils would continue to perform certain specified functions under the Water Services Act, 2007, on behalf of Louth County Council, in continuation of a similar agreement previously entered into on foot of a resolution passed by the Council at its meeting in January, 2009.

Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. M. O’Dowd

And Resolved

That Louth County Council enter into agreements with Dundalk Town Council and Drogheda Borough Council under Section 85 of the Local Government Act, 2001, providing that certain specified functions of Louth County Council under the Water Services Act, 2007 as detailed in the Draft Agreement attached to the aforementioned report, be performed by Dundalk Town Council and Drogheda Borough Council on behalf of Louth County Council.
Minute No. 08/10
Section 183 Notice -  Disposal of Land at Loughantavre, Knockbridge, County Louth  to Barry Callan 

Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey

And Resolved

That the Council approves the proposed disposal of land at Loughantarve, Knockbridge to Mr. Barry Callan, in accordance with the terms of Notice under Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, given to the members on 16th January, 2010, and circulated with the Agenda.
Minute No. 09/10
Draft Polling Scheme
The Council considered a report dated 8th January, 2010 by J. McGuinness, Director of Services, and an attached Draft Polling Scheme (circulated) prepared under the provisions of Section 28 of the Electoral Act, 1992 and the Electoral (Polling Schemes) Regulations, 2005, which had been placed on public display for the statutory 5 week period.  The Directors Report included a number of proposed amendments to the Draft as published.

Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. O. Tully

And Resolved

That the Draft Polling Scheme as circulated be adopted subject to the proposed amendments contained in the Directors Report.

Minute No. 10/10
Appointment of 4 Members to County Louth Vocational Educational Committee
The Council considered a report dated 12th January, 2010 by J. McGuinness, Director of Services (circulated) advising of the Councils obligation to appoint 4 additional members to County Louth Vocational Educational Committee under the provisions of Section 8 of Vocational Education Act 1930 (as substituted by Section 7 of Vocational Education (Amendment) Act 2001) and the Composition of Vocational Education Committee Regulations 2004 (S.I. No. 924 of 2004) – Article 29. The report advised that the necessary consultation meeting required under the aforementioned Article 29 had been duly held.
Proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan
Seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy

And Resolved

That, in accordance with the recommendation of the consultation meeting as aforementioned, the following persons be appointed as members of County Louth Vocational Education Committee, namely:-
Ms. Audrey Dorian

      Ms. Aisling Bracebridge


      Mr. Bernard Murnaghan



      Mr. Benny Devlin

Proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey
Seconded by Cllr. O. Tully

And Resolved

That the Council acknowledges the dedicated service of all former members of the Council who served on the Vocational Education Committee and pays due tribute to them.
Minute No. 11/10
Capital Works Programme
B. Woods, Head of Finance recommended that this item be deferred pending clarification from the Department as to arrangements for expending of Internal Capital Receipts in 2010. It was agreed to defer the item.
Minute No. 12/10
Part 8 Report – N.53 Road Improvement Scheme – Phase 2
The Council considered a report (circulated) dated 7th January, 2010 prepared under Section 179 (3) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, by M. Curran, Director of Services, relating to Phase 2 of the proposed N.53 Road Improvement Scheme at the Court Road / Tankardsrock junction.

G. Kelly, Senior Engineer, and F. Magee, Senior Executive Engineer, outlined in detail, with the aid of a number of maps which they circulated, the various options which had been considered for design of the junction in question and the efforts which had been made to meet the concerns of property owners affected by the proposal.  They also highlighted the dangers associated with the current road layout and the risk of losing N.R.A. funding for the scheme if it was not progressed promptly. 

After a lengthy discussion it was agreed to defer a decision on the matter to the following meeting in February.  The Manager advised the Council that any decision by them to vary or modify the proposed scheme or not to proceed with the development must be taken within 6 weeks of receipt by the members of the report referred to above (i.e. not later than 24th February 2010).
Minute No. 13/10
Suspension of Standing Orders

Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy

And Resolved

That Standing Orders be suspended to permit the meeting to continue beyond 12.45 p.m. 
Minute No. 14/10

Roads Progress Report

The Roads Progress Report as circulated was noted.
Minute No. 15/10

Planning Progress Report

The Planning Progress Report as circulated was noted.
Minute No. 16/10

Housing Progress Report

The Housing Progress Report as circulated was noted.
Minute No. 17/10
Conferences
Proposed by Cllr. F. McCoy
Seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan

And Resolved

That the attendance of Cllr. M. Bellew at the conference  listed on the Agenda be approved
Minute No. 18/10
Correspondence

Circular letter LG 26/09 dated 22/12/09 from the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government notifying revised representational payments for Councillors with effect from 1st January was noted
Minute No. 19/10
Notice of Motions
(i)
From Cllr. G. Nash – Termonfeckin School
The following motion was proposed by Cllr. G. Nash and the response hereunder was included in the Agenda
“That this Council agrees to introduce the following road safety measures at Scoil Naomh Feichin National School, Termonfeckin in the interests of the safety of the 284 children and the staff and parents at the school:
· A reduction in the speed limit at the school to 30kph in accordance with the Road Traffic Act, 2004
· 2 x standard solar energy flashing beacons
· 2 x road-markings indicating ‘Slow – School Ahead’ on the Baltray and Termonfeckin approaches to the school
· Yellow-painted ‘diamond-markings’ indicating safe crossing areas”
Reply
The traffic calming measures requested are usually provided using the mechanism of the Local Contribution Scheme, (LCS, also referred to as a 50/50 scheme), where the applicant provides 50% of the funding required.

Traffic calming at schools is prioritised within the scheme and I would recommend that Scoil Naomh Feichin National School, Termonfeckin submit an application for inclusion in 2010.
The matter was considered with members generally being in favour of the motion but some querying the fairness of asking the school or parents committee to fund 50% of the cost.  It was agreed that the work be costed to allow further discussion.
(ii) From Cllr. F. Godfrey – Winter Gritting

The following motion was proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey and seconded by Cllr. A. Grehan and the response hereunder was included in the Agenda

That Louth County Council in future when there is a big freeze makes sure all roads including by roads and footpaths are gritted in the county.  The council should engage volunteers in the community, farmers and FAS workers and also request support from the Army, FCA and Civil Defence, in the interest of public safety during prolonged icy freezing weather conditions.
Reply

Roads are gritted on a priority basis, National Primary, National Secondary and Regional Roads and urban roads, i.e. the roads that carry the highest volumes of traffic. In total 427 km of roads are gritted and all available plant and resources are utilised. Local roads and footpaths are not gritted. 
During the recent freeze the County Manager established a crisis management team consisting of the HSE, the Gardaí and the Local Authority Staff in response to the severe weather conditions. In addition to the response of the local authorities, there were many examples of volunteerism supporting the community in County Louth.  The emergency services provided assistance where requested through the use of four wheel drive vehicles.  Such vehicles are available to both the fire services and Civil Defence.  The Army was also on standby to assist but this was not necessary on this occasion.  Contingency plans for future extreme weather events will be reviewed in the light of the recent experience.
(iii) From Cllr. F. Godfrey – Investment in Clogherhead
The following motion was proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey and seconded by Cllr. T. Byrne and the response hereunder was included in the Agenda

That Louth County Council and the IDA attract investment and funding towards the fishing industry and so create badly needed employment for Clogherhead.
Reply

Louth Local Authority Economic Development Unit and the Louth Economic Forum is working in partnership with all development agencies to attract inward investment and assist in the development of our indigenous companies and the establishment of new businesses in County Louth. We are presently working with a number of companies that will give added value to our food and fishing industry. The Local Authority are involved with the community in Clogherhead were work space has been provided for the fishing industry and the major development of Clogherhead Port has also added to job creation.
(iv)  From Cllr. F. Godfrey – Playground for Termonfeckin
The following motion was proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey and the response hereunder was included in the Agenda

That Louth County Council provide or acquire a site for a children’s playground in Termonfeckin.
Reply

Given that 

· the Playground Capital Programme 2007 to 2010 does not include provision for a playground in Termonfeckin, 

· Louth County Council does not have land in Termonfeckin for a playground, and

· the national playground funding scheme has ceased since 2008, 

Louth County Council does not at present propose to provide a playground in Termonfeckin.

It should be noted that there already are playgrounds at the following locations in County Louth:

	· Fairgreen, Ardee

	· St. Dominic’s Park, Drogheda

	· St. Helena Park, Dundalk

	· Carlingford Centre

	· Recreation Park, Omeath

	· Housing Estate at Tinure

	· Aisling Park, Dundalk

	· Stephenstown Pond

	· Clogherhead


while it is proposed to provide playgrounds at the following locations subject to site availability and funding.
	· Blackrock

	· Dunleer

	· Collon

	· Louth Village

	· Kilsaran/Castlebellingham

	· Annagassan

	· Dromiskin

	· Tullyallen

	· Dundalk – 4 locations (including Toberona)

	· Drogheda – 5 locations (including Rathmullen and Moneymore) 


At the request of Cllr. T. Sharkey, it was noted that Kilkerley was missing from schedule of playgrounds included in the response.
Minute No. 20/10

Notice of Question

From Cllr. P. Bell – Gleann Alainn Estate, Tullyallen

The following question and the response thereto was included in the Agenda
"With regard to the unfinished works in Gleann Alainn estate Tullyallen, as per the terms of planning permission granted by this Council and in light of Euro Construction having been placed into administration. Has this Council assessed the outstanding works for the purpose of costing same? And will the remaining €67,000 from the developers bond suffice in meeting these costs?"

Reply

The Council is currently holding a bond of €67,700 plus interest in respect of Gleann Alainn Estate, Tullyallen. A comprehensive list of outstanding works has been prepared, however a final costing is not available at this time. The Council has written to the Administrator recently with the view to resolving all outstanding matters to the satisfaction of all parties.

Cllr. Bell indicated that he was satisfied with the response but requested that a cost estimate for the outstanding works be available at the next meeting, and this was agreed.
That concluded the meeting

These minutes were confirmed at a meeting of the Council held on :-
Date: ________________
Signed:____________________


              Cathaoirleach
Signed:____________________


               Meetings Administrator
