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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of February Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 15th February, 2010
In attendance:   


Cathaoirleach :
Cllr. J. D’Arcy
Members:
Councillors: P. Bell, M. Bellew, D. Breathnach T. Brennan, T. Byrne E. Corrigan M. Dearey, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, C. Markey, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, P. McQuillan, I. Munster,  G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully
Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager





M. Curran, Director of Services



J. McGuinness, Director of Services







J. Martin, Director of Services / Town Clerk






D. Foley, Director of Services









P. Fitzsimons Senior Executive Officer





G. Kelly, Senior Engineer





W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer






C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer






B. Lynch, Financial Accountant






R. McAuley, Financial Accountant





C. Vaughan, Senior Social Worker






R. McKenna, Senior Engineer






M. O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer






F. Magee, Senior Executive Engineer






B. Fennell, County Librarian

Apologies:

Cllr. L. Reilly

 --------------------------------------

Minute No. 21/10
Confirmation of Minutes
Proposed by Cllr. P. Savage
Seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan
And Resolved
That the Minutes of the monthly Council meeting held on 18th January 2010, be adopted.
Minute No. 22/10
Minutes for Noting
The minutes, as circulated, of the various committee meetings listed on the agenda were noted.
Minute No. 23/10
S.P.C. Chairpersons Reports

Cllr. J. Ryan, Chairperson of the Housing, Community and Social Policy, Strategic Policy Committee presented a verbal report on a meeting of the committee held on 18th January, 2010.  It was noted that formal minutes of this meeting will be included with the council agenda after adoption

Minute No. 24/10
Part 8 Report – N53 Road Improvement Scheme – Phase 2
This item had been deferred from the January monthly meeting, and had been considered at the Dundalk Carlingford / Dundalk South Area meeting on 8th February, 2010.  In introducing the matter the Manager outlined the context of the proposed development and highlighted a number of factors informing the recommendation contained in the Part 8 report including:-
· Relative priority of overall improvement of the N53

· The extremely dangerous condition of the existing junction

· The numbers of different options which had been examined and discussed with affected  property owners

· The availability of funding to proceed with the work if approved

· Adherence to national safety standards

A number of video clips were shown demonstrating the hazardous nature of vehicle turning movements at the junction.

A lengthy discussion then ensued during which a wide range of issues were raised and responded to by Mr. G. Kelly, Senior Engineer and Mr. Frank Magee, Senior Executive Engineer including additional options for junction improvement shown on drawings circulated to members at the meeting on behalf of affected property owners and referred to as Options 4 and 5.

The Manager again pointed out the time constraints involved, namely that the 24th February 2010 was the deadline for making a decision.
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. A. Grehan

“That the matter be again deferred to a Special Meeting of the Council to be held on Monday 22nd February, 2010 at 4.00 p.m., in order to enable the proposals contained in options 4 and 5 to be fully assessed”

On a show of hands the Chairman declared the proposal carried
Minute No. 25/10
Greenore Water Supply – Agreement with Freshwater Transport International

D. Foley, Director of Services, and M. O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer, outlined the contents of a report dated 8th February, 2010 (circulated with the agenda) which recommended that the Council agree to lease or licence the Greenore water supply scheme to a company called Freshwater Transport International who wished to set up a bottled water production plant at the former PanPak factory at Greenore.
The proposal would result in the creation of a number of jobs and would be an additional source of income to the Council, while the area currently served by this scheme could be supplied from the Cooley Water Supply Scheme
Proposed by Cllr. P. Savage
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey

And Resolved

“That the Council hereby approves the proposal, as outlined in the report of 8th February, 2010 to lease/licence the Greenore Water Supply Scheme to Freshwater Transport Ireland”.
Minute No. 26/10
Waste Management (Food Waste) Regulations, 2009
D. Foley, Director of Services introduced the contents of a report dated 4th February, 2010 (circulated with the agenda) outlining the provisions of the above regulations, which, effective from 1 July 2010, would oblige certain categories of producers of food waste to segregate and properly dispose of such waste.
The regulations were noted and Mr. Foley responded to certain queries concerning enforcement and other matters
Minute No. 27/10
Appointment of Members to Louth Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee
J. McGuinness, Director of Services, advised of a requirement to appoint two additional members of the above committee
Proposed by Cllr. P. Savage
Seconded by Cllr. M. Dearey

And Resolved

“That, in accordance with the provisions of Section 22 of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act, 1998, the Council hereby appoints Cllr. M. Dearey and Mr. David Storey, Senior Executive Officer, Dundalk Town Council, to be members of the Louth Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee”
Minute No. 28/10
National Roads Allocations,  2010
M. Curran, Director of Services, presented a report (circulated with agenda), outlining the breakdown of allocations for National Roads in 2010 totalling €6,125,900 an increase of €612,020 on the 2009 allocation.
The position was noted and queries were answered in relation to bridge maintenance, winter maintenance and new public lighting contract. 
Minute No. 29/10
Equal Status Policy
J. McGuinness, Director of Services outlined the effect of a document entitled “Equal Status Policy Guidelines and Template” (circulated with agenda) which would apply to local authority members as well as employees. The document was noted. 
Minute No. 30/10
Ethics Declarations
J. McGuinness, Director of Services, in accordance with the provisions of Section 174 (1) (b) of the Local Government Act, 2001, advised that a notice under Section 174 (1) (a) of the Act had been issued to each member requiring the making of an annual declaration as required under Section 171 of the Act.
Minute No. 31/10
Roads Progress Report

M. Curran, Director of Services, presented the Roads Progress Report (as circulated with the agenda).  Among the issues raised by the members and responded to were:-

· Contract arrangements for repairing potholes in Dundalk Town area

· L.I.S. Schemes

· Proposal for alternative bridge to Narrow Water Crossing

· Responses to road issues raised at area meetings

Minute No. 32/10

Planning Progress Report

The Planning Progress Report as circulated was noted.
Minute No. 33/10

Housing Progress Report

J. McGuinness, Director of Services presented the Housing Progress Report (as circulated with the agenda). Among the issues raised and responded to were:-

· Private Rented Dwellings inspection and enforcement

· Anti-Social Behaviour

· Transfer of unsold affordable units to social housing

· Vacant dwellings timeframes

· Payment of management fees

· Average periods on Waiting Lists

· Non-entitlement of voluntary housing tenants to purchase their dwellings
At this juncture, the following Notices of Question from Cllr. T. Sharkey, and the responses thereto included in the agenda were noted:-
(i)
Social and Affordable Houses

“How many social and affordable houses were provided in Louth, including the towns, in 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009?”

Reply:-
The following information applies to Louth County Council only.  Data is not yet available from the towns of Dundalk and Drogheda.

	Year
	Social
	Affordable

	2006
	24
	5

	2007
	93
	44

	2008
	69
	24

	2009
	23
	33


In the same period, 69 voluntary units were provided in December 2009.  Approval was also given by DoEHLG to transfer 25 unsold affordable to social use in late December.

(ii)
Government Leasing Scheme
“What actions have taken place in County Louth under the Government Leasing Scheme?”

Reply:-

Louth County Council sought expressions of interest from developers in March 2009 in relation to participating in the Social Leasing initiative.  A small number of responses were received.  Louth County Council are progressing currently two such proposals, at Seafield Road and Clos na Manach, Carlingford.

(iii)
Vacant Dwellings

“How many vacant homes, including holiday homes, are there in County Louth?”

Reply:-
Louth County Council would not be in a position to say how many homes, holiday or otherwise are vacant in County Louth.  I can confirm that as of end of January there are over 5,100 units registered under the NPPR.

Minute No. 34/10

Suspension of Standing Orders

Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. J. Ryan

And Resolved

That Standing Orders be suspended to permit the meeting to continue past 12.45 p.m.
Minute No. 35/10

Conferences
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. P. Savage

And Resolved

That the Council approves the attendance of the listed members at those conferences mentioned at Item no. 14 on the Agenda.
Minute No. 36/10
Correspondence

The item of correspondence listed under Item no. 15 on the Agenda was noted.
Minute No. 37/10
Notices of Motion
(i)
From Cllr. A. Grehan – Louth County Hospital

The following motion was proposed by Cllr. A. Grehan and seconded by Cllr. T. Sharkey

“That Louth County Council, inform each Government Minister, that if they intend to visit County Louth for any official engagement / function, that they put aside 30 minutes in their schedule, prior to the official engagement / function, to meet with a deputation from Louth County Council, to discuss the transfer of essential services at the Louth County Hospital” And “If the deputation from Louth County Council, do not obtain a meeting with the visiting minister, that no official / councillor, will attend the official engagement / function at which the minister will be present”

A lengthy debate followed with some members agreeing with the sentiments of the motion but considering it to be too broadly based and other members indicating that they would not preclude themselves from meeting a government minister.

The Manager expressed disappointment at officials being dragged into a political issue and advised that officials would not be bound by the motion.

Proposed by Cllr. M. Dearey
Seconded by Cllr. J. Ryan

“That the motion be amended to exclude council officials from its terms”.  
On a show of hands the Chairman declared the amendment carried, and the original motion carried as amended.
Minute No. 38/10
Notices of Questions
The following Notices of Questions from Cllr. F. Godfrey and the responses thereto as listed on the Agenda were noted:-
(i) ”How much Planning Fees do Developers owe to Louth County Council over the past 5 Years?”

Reply
	Development Contributions

	Year
	Collected during year
	
	Outstanding at end of year

	2005
	€12,621,596.41
	
	€3,699,537.71

	2006
	€9,168,429.88
	
	€7,506,288.83

	2007
	€5,391,768.30
	
	€4,659,090.30

	2008 
	€3,423,843.57
	
	€5,124,435.35

	2009
	€2,542,647.01
	
	€3,850,036.58


(ii) “How much has Louth County Council spent on gritting and salting the roads in the County to date”?

Reply
On average the cost of gritting the roads is € 6,280 per night.
(iii) “ Does Louth County Council have an overall plan to deal with the current weather crisis”?
Reply
During the weather crisis the County Manager established a crisis management team consisting of the HSE, the Gardaí and the Local Authority Staff in response to the severe weather conditions. 
Minute No. 39/10

Notices of Motions from other Councils

Notices of Motions from other Councils, at listed on the Agenda, were noted.

That concluded the meeting

These minutes were confirmed at a meeting of the Council held on:-
Date: ________________
Signed:____________________


              Cathaoirleach
Signed:____________________


               Meetings Administrator
