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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of September Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 21st September, 2009.

In attendance:   


Cathaoirleach :
Cllr. J. D’Arcy
Members:
Councillors: P. Bell, M. Bellew, D. Breathnach T. Brennan, J. Carroll, E. Corrigan M. Dearey, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, C. Markey, F. McCoy, P. McGeough,  P. Mc Quillan,  I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully
Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager





J. Martin, Director of Services 







J. McGuinness, Director of Services






M. Curran, Director of Services





E. Walsh, Director of Services






B. Woods, Head of Finance





P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer
P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer





P. Finn, Senior Engineer





G. Kelly, Senior Engineer





R. McKenna, Senior Engineer






C. Vaughan, Senior Social Worker

 --------------------------------------

Minute No. 151/09
Confirmation of Minutes
Proposed by Cllr. O. Tully

Seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy 
And Resolved
That the Minutes of the monthly meeting of the Council held on 20th July 2009 be adopted.
Arising from the Minutes
· Cllr T. Sharkey – Minute 131/09 Report on lands purchased during preceding two years.  J. McGuinness advised this would be circulated later in the meeting
· Cllr. T. Brennan – Minute No. 129/09 – emphasised need for an overall infrastructural plan for Omeath.  The Manager advised that this would be dealt with in the context of the Local Area Plan.
· Cllrs P.McGeough & F. McCoy – Minute No. 140/09 – referred to motion passed regarding pay parking in Ardee and the Manager’s response thereto.  The Manager again clarified the position regarding a funding deficit as a result of implementing such a motion.
· Cllr. D. Breathnach – Minute No. 125/09 – J. Martin, Director of Services clarified that any signage to be erected on the N.53 improvement scheme would have to be within the N.R.A. allocation for the job.
· Cllr F. Godfrey – Minute No.140/09 – Cllr. Godfrey expressed dissatisfaction with the lack of discussion on his three Notices of Motion.
· Cllr. T. Sharkey – Minute No. 132/09 – Proposed J.P.C. structure. J. McGuinness advised that a response was still awaited from the relevant government department on this issue.  The Cathaoirleach clarified that the end of December was the deadline for a new Corporate Plan to be in place.  The Cathaoirleach also advised that Cllr. A. Donohoe would be the new Chairman of the County Development Board.
Minute No. 152/09

S.P.C. Scheme
J. McGuinness, Director of Services introduced the proposed scheme as tabled in the Agenda and the Cathaoirleach confirmed the nomination of the Chairs designate to the four SPC’s as follows:-
· Cllr. F. Maher 
- 
Transportation & Cross Border Matters

· Cllr. T. Brennan
-
Economic Development & Forward Planning
· Cllr. A. Donohoe
-
Water, Environment, and Emergency Services

· Cllr. J. Ryan`

-
Housing, Community Planning & Social Policy
Proposed by Cllr. M. O’Dowd

Seconded by Cllr. J. Carroll 
And Resolved

That the Strategic Policy Committee Scheme as set out in the County Manager’s report dated 10th July, 2009 be adopted, and that the designation of the four chairs designate, as advised by the Cathaoirleach be approved

Proposed by Cllr. E. Corrigan

Seconded by Cllr. I. Munster

That, in view of the current economic climate, the Chairpersons of the SPC’s forego the annual allowance of €6,000.

Proposed by Cllr. G. Nash

Seconded by Cllr. M. Dearey

That the annual allowance for Chairs be halved to €3,000

Proposed by Cllr. F. Maher

Seconded by Cllr. M. O’Dowd

That the issue of allowances for Chairs of SPC’s be deferred for discussion at Budget time.
A roll call was taken on Cllr. Maher’s motion which resulted as follows:-

For:

Cllrs. M. Bellew, P. Bell, T. Brennan, J. Carroll, E. Corrigan, J. D’Arcy, M. Dearey, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey,  J. Lennon, J. Loughran, C. Markey, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, P. McQuillan, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Total:
24

Against:
Cllr. P. Savage



Total:
1
Abstain:
Cllr. D. Breathnach



Total:
1

Cllr. Maher’s motion was declared carried by 24 votes to 1.

On the suggestion of the Cathaoirleach the nomination of members to each of the SPC’s was deferred for discussion at a meeting of party whips.
Minute No. 153/09

Area Committee Structure

J. McGuinness, Director of Services introduced the proposed Area Committee Structure as outlined in his report dated 02/9/09 as circulated.
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey

Seconded by Cllr. M. O’Dowd

That the Area Committee Structure as proposed, providing for the amalgamation of Dundalk/Carlingford and Dundalk/South area committees be adopted.

Proposed by Cllr. P. Savage

Seconded by Cllr. P. McGeough

That the existing Area Committee Structure remains unaltered

A roll call vote was taken on Cllr. Savages proposal which resulted as follows:-

For:

Cllrs. P. Bell, T. Brennan, E. Corrigan, J. Loughran, P. McGeough, P. McQuillan, I. Munster, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Total:
10

Against:
Cllrs. D. Breathnach, J. Carroll, J. D’Arcy, M. Dearey, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, C. Markey, F. McCoy, F. Maher, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd. L. Reilly, J. Ryan 


Total:
15
Absent:
Cllr. M. Bellew



Total:
1

The motion was declared defeated by 15 votes to 10.

A roll call vote was taken on Cllr. Godfrey’s original proposal which resulted as follows:-

For:

Cllrs. P. Bell, D. Breathnach,  J. Carroll,  J. D’Arcy, M. Dearey, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey,  J. Lennon, C. Markey, F. McCoy,  F. Maher, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, 


Total:
16

Against:
Cllr. T. Brennan, E. Corrigan, J. Loughran, P. McGeough, P. McQuillan, I. Munster, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully



Total:
9
Absent:
Cllr. M. Bellew



Total:
1

Cllr. Godfrey’s proposal was declared carried by 16 votes to 9.
Minute No. 154/09

Declaration of Public Roads, The Garden, Callystown, Clogherhead

Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey

Seconded by Cllr. I. Munster 
And Resolved

That the roads in the development known as The Garden, Callystown, Clogherhead be declared public roads in accordance with the provisions of Section 11 of the Roads Act, 1993.
Minute No. 155/09

Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee

J. McGuinness, Director of Services presented his report dated 3rd September, 2009 outlining the requirement under the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998 to appoint members of the County Louth Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee and the role of this committee.

Proposed by Cllr. L. Reilly

Seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy 
And Resolved

That the membership of the County Louth Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee, as recommended in the report of the Director of Services dated 3rd September, 2009 be approved, with the correction of a typographical error that the name “Bernard Matthews” should read “Bernard Murnaghan”

Minute No. 156/09

River Basin Management Plans

E. Walsh, Director of Services, gave a powerpoint presentation on the River Basin Management Plans, outlining how the process developed under EU Water Framework Directive 2000/60/EC, the objectives of the plans and obligations of the local authorities.  He advised that the key dates were:-
· 16th November 2009 – Adoption by Council

· 22nd December 2009 – Publication

· 22nd March, 2010 – Submission to E.U. Commission

Queries arising from the presentation were answered by the Director.
Minute No. 158/09

Peace III Programme

M. Curran, Director of Services presented a brief overview of the Peace III Programme as outlined in his report circulated with the Agenda.  The report was noted.
Minute No. 159/09

Higher Education Grants Scheme 2009

Proposed by Cllr. O. Tully

Seconded by Cllr. A. Grehan 
And Resolved

That the Higher Education Grants Scheme 2009 as presented be adopted.  A general discussion followed during which concerns were expressed about the reintroduction of third level fees, registration fees being demanded upfront by colleges, increase in first time applicants and the issues surrounding means testing.  Cllr. Bell requested a breakdown of the different income categories receiving grants and was informed that this could be supplied at a later date when the current processing phase is completed.
Minute No. 160/09

Suspension of Standing Orders

Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach

Seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy 
And Resolved

That Standing Orders be suspended to permit the meeting to continue beyond 12.45 p.m.

Minute No. 161/09

Roads & Marine Progress Report

J. Martin, Director of Services presented the Roads Progress Report as circulated.  Among the issues raised and responded to were:-

· Drogheda Port Access Route / Impact of N.A.M.A.

· Footbridge at Termonfeckin – retain on report

· Coastal erosion at Baltray, Bellurgan and  Whitestown
· Junction at Station Road, Castlebellingham

· Proposed Dundalk Cavan Route and routing of Greenore Port traffic through Dundalk

· Red Bog Road

· Abandoned vessels in Carlingford Harbour

Minute No. 162/09

Planning Progress Report

J. Martin, Director of Services presented the Planning Progress Report as circulated and explained the position regarding impact of reduced income from development levies on roads and water services programmes.
Minute No. 163/09

Housing Progress Report

J. McGuinness, Director of Services presented the Housing Progress Report as circulated and this was duly noted.
Minute No. 164/09

Correspondence

Letter dated 31st July, 2009 from the office of the Minister of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government Mr. John Gormley T.D., regarding revenue capital balances on the accounts was noted.
Minute No. 165/09

Conferences

Proposed by Cllr. J. Ryan

Seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan

That the Council approves the attendance by members at the conferences listed in Item 14 on the Agenda with the exception of two, namely:-

· Cllr. Markey – Induction Training, Maynooth on 30th September 2009 (premature listing)

· Cllr. McCoy – AMAI, Kilkenny 10th – 12th September 2009 (Approved by Ardee Town Council)

Proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey
Seconded by Cllr. P. McGeough

That only those attendances for which the relevant member had submitted the required report under Section 152 (5) (f) of the Local Government Act 2001 be approved.

On a show of hands, Cllr Sharkey’s amendment was declared carried.
At this juncture the Cathaoirleach adjourned the meeting.
Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson
