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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of October Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 19th October, 2009.

In attendance:   


Cathaoirleach :
Cllr. J. D’Arcy
Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, D. Breathnach T. Brennan, J. Carroll, E. Corrigan M. Dearey, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, C. Markey, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully
Apologies:
Cllr. P. Bell

Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager





J. Martin, Director of Services 







J. McGuinness, Director of Services






M. Curran, Director of Services





E. Walsh, Director of Services






B. Woods, Head of Finance





P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer

C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer

M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer


W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer






P. Finn, Senior Engineer





G. Kelly, Senior Engineer






R. McKenna, Senior Engineer






M. O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer





B. Fennell, County Librarian





C. Vaughan, Senior Social Worker

 --------------------------------------

Minute No. 166/09
Confirmation of Minutes
Proposed by Cllr. F. Maher
Seconded by Cllr. G. Nash 
And Resolved
That the Minutes of the monthly meeting of the Council held on 21st and of the Special Meetings held on 14th, 21st and 28th September 2009 be adopted.
Arising from the Minutes
Cllr. F. Godfrey requested that the Council consider sending a delegation to the Minister for Health in the future on the issue of the Louth County Hospital. The minutes of the other meetings as detailed in the Agenda were noted by the members.
Minute No. 167/09

Vote of Congratulations
A vote of congratulations to the Environment Section on winning the Repak Local Authority of the Year Award was proposed by the Cathaoirleach Cllr. J. D’Arcy and agreed by the members.  Tributes were paid to the efforts of the Tidy Towns organisations and the many volunteers throughout the County.  The County Manager acknowledged the work of the Environment Section, the Area Offices, and the continued support of the Councillors in this area.
Other votes of Congratulations were recorded as follows:-

To Deputy S. Kirk on his election to the position of Ceann Comhairle with best wishes expressed to Deputy Kirk and his family.
Mattock Rangers Football team on winning the Senior County Final

St. Josephs Football team on winning the Minor County Final

Our Lady’s College, Greenhills on winning the International Empire Invitational Mock Trials in New York.
Minute No. 168/09

Material Contravention of the 2003 – 2009 Dundalk and Environs Development Plan (as amended)
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. P. Savage 

To materially contravene the Dundalk & Environs Development Plan 2003 -2009 to enable the granting of planning permission to Frank & Ronan McArdle  for a 10 year planning permission for 83 dwelling units with associated parking, open spaces, alterations to ground levels, internal roads, landscaping and boundary treatment and all associated site works at Armagh Road, Lisdoo, Dundalk, Co. Louth.

A discussion followed wherein the following issues were raised:-

· A request for a further condition to be included in the planning permission that all levies be paid at the time of the granting of the permission.  Clarification was also given by the County Manager that the payment of levies could only be enforced on the commencement of the development and that the Councillors in making their decision on the proposal to materially contravene the Development Plan can only consider the proper planning and development of the area.
· Clarification given on the private open space in the proposed development
· The need for a playground
A roll call was taken the result of which was as follows:-

For:
Cllrs. M. Belllew, D. Breathnach T. Brennan, J. Carroll, J. D’Arcy,   M. Dearey, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, C. Markey, F. McCoy, F. Maher, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd,  L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, O. Tully


Total:
 19
Against:
Cllrs. E. Corrigan, J. Loughran, P. McGeough, I. Munster, T. Sharkey


Total:  5
Absent:
Cllrs. P. Bell, P. McQuillan

Total:  2
Minute No. 169/09

Expressions of Sympathy
Expressions of Sympathy were recorded as follows:-

Ms. Marie Smyth, Assistant Staff Officer, on the death of her father Mr. James McNamee.

Ms. Cathy Cousins, Canteen Attendant, on the death of her father Mr. Jim Watters.
Minute No. 170/09

Water Services Investment Programme 2010 -2012

A presentation of the Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2012 was made by Director of Services, Mr. Eamonn Walsh which included details of the categories of prioritised works.  A discussion followed wherein the following issues were raised:-

· The checks and supervision on Reservoirs.
· The odours from the Drogheda Interceptor Sewerage Scheme – E. Walsh, Director of Services agreed to investigate the source of the odours.

· The relationship of the proposed projects to the River Basin Management Plan – E. Walsh stated that the projects listed would help to fulfil the obligations under the River Basin Management Plan.

· The service at Greenore.

· The involvement of Meath County Council in the proposed projects.

· Emergency works at Staleen

Minute No. 171/09

Proposal for the Raising of a Loan of €1.65m to part finance Water Service Capital Works Programme 2009

The raising of a Loan of €1.65m to part finance Water Service Capital Works Programme 2009

Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy 

And Resolved

Minute No. 172/09

Declaration of Roads to be Public Roads

The declaration of roads to be public roads in the development known as Rathgory, Ardee.
Proposed by Cllr. L. Reilly
Seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy 

And Resolved

Minute No. 173/09

Louth Age Friendly Strategy

A presentation of the Louth Age Friendly Strategy was made by Ms. M. Deery, Administrative Officer and noted by the members.  A discussion followed which raised the following issues:-

· The method to be used to identify the outcomes to be achieved

· The funding of the project

It was agreed to consider the notices of motions at this stage from Cllr. F. Maher and Cllr. I. Munster

Minute No. 174/09

Notices of Motion

From Cllr. F. Maher
‘The members of Louth County Council fully support the Rural Transport Programme and call on the government to reject the recommendation in the McCarthy report that this programme should cease’

From Cllr. I Munster
‘Calling on this council to support this motion for the retention of our Rural Transport Bus Service Programme in County Louth’. That this council is calling on the government not to adopt the recommendations of An Bord Snip Nua to axe the Rural Transport Bus Services. The National Development Plan clearly states that priority must be given to rural infrastructure of which transport is a key component. The Rural Transport Programme has regenerated rural community life and has given people in rural areas of County Louth much needed independence’.
Following comments from Cllr. F. Maher and Cllr. I. Munster on the importance of the Rural Transport Scheme, Councillors expressed their support for the motions and to the suggestion of Cllr. P. Savage for a co-ordinated service to be provided between Bus Eireann, School Bus Services, and the Rural Transport Scheme.

Minute No. 175/09
Suspension of Standing Orders

That Standing Orders be suspended to permit the meeting to continue beyond 12.45 p.m.

Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach

Seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy 

And Resolved

Minute No. 176/09
Notices of Motion

From Cllr. O. Tully
‘Louth County Council members call on the Taoiseach and Minister for Social and Family Affairs to publish the National Carer’s strategy as committed to in the Social Partnership Agreement  - Towards 2016 and in the programme for Government as a matter of principal’
On the proposal of Cllr O. Tully, seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey it was agreed to write to the Minister for Social and Family affairs on the matter.

Minute No. 177/09
Louth Local Sports Partnership Strategy

The Sports Strategy was noted by the members and during the discussion on the strategy the following issues were raised:-

· A request that every effort be made to regain the Irish Open Golf Championship back to Baltray in 2011.

· The need for co-ordination with the Community Games Group in Drogheda.

· The deficit of sporting & community facilities in Drogheda.

· The development of handball as a sport in the area

Minute No. 178/09
Cross Border Executive Training – Pilot Programme

A presentation on the programme was given by M. Curran, Director of Services, with clarification that Drogheda would be included in the programme.  Cllr. E. Corrigan was then proposed as a delegate for the programme by Cllr. T. Sharkey and seconded by Cllr. I. Munster.  It was then proposed by Cllr. M. O’Dowd and seconded by Cllr. A. Donohoe and agreed that the nomination of a delegate should be an Agenda item at the November meeting and that Cllr. Corrigan nomination would be included on same.

Minute No. 179/09
Nomination for External Membership of Audit Committee

At the request of the County Manager this item was deferred to the November monthly meeting.
Minute No. 180/09
Roads Progress Report
The Roads Progress Report to the members by Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services.  Among the issues raised and responded to were:-

· The NRA appointment of Liaison Officer for M1 Service Station Project
· Concern re speeding at Essexford on new Red Bog Road
Minute No. 181/09
Planning Progress Report

The Planning Progress Report was noted by the members.

Minute No. 182/09
Housing Progress Report

The Housing Progress Report was noted by the members. An incident regarding the throwing of a pipe bomb at a house in Gort Nua in Castlebellingham was condemned by the Members.

Minute No. 183/09
Correspondence

The letter received from the H.S.E. dated 1st October 2009 was noted by the members

Minute No. 184/09
Conferences

Following confirmation that all conference reports were received from the members attending conferences listed in the agenda, their attendance together with the following attendances which were read out by the Cathaoirleach were approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. F. Godfrey, seconded by Cllr. J. Lennon.
· Planning & Development Amendment Bill 18th – 20th September Cllrs. J. D’Arcy & M. Bellew
· Local Government Seminar for Councillors 25th – 26th Sept – Cllrs. J. Lennon, F. McCoy, A. Donohoe
· Irish Language Course  - Superior Training 28th – 30th August – Cllr. A. Donohoe
· 7th National Tourism Conference – 24th – 26th September – Cllr. T. Brennan
· Challenged Local Authority Community Development 16th – 18th October – Cllr. A. Donohoe
It was agreed that the attendances deferred from the September meeting would be considered at the November monthly meeting.

Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson
