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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall on Monday 23rd March, 2009.

In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor: D. Breathnach

Other Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager





J. Martin, Director of Services 







E. Walsh, Director of Services







M. Curran, Director of Services





J. McGuinness, Director of Services






C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer
P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer






G. Kelly, Senior Engineer



--------------------------------------

Minute No. 36/09
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 16th February 2009 were adopted by the members on the proposal of Cllr. T. Clare, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan. The minutes of the Area Committee Meetings were noted by the members.
Matters Arising
(1) Following a query on the need to proceed to public consultation in relation to changes made on the Louth Retail Strategy 2009, it was clarified that it was not necessary to do so as the amendments did not represent a material change to the overall strategy and that the policy would progress through the County Development Plan process.
(2) Cllr. T. Sharkey expressed his extreme disappointment to the lack of response by Deputies D. Ahern, and S. Kirk to the invitation to attend a Council Meeting to discuss the health issues in County Louth.  It was agreed that the meetings administrator would send a further reminder to the two deputies
Minute No. 37/09
S.P.C. Chairpersons Report
Corporate S.P.C. – Cllr. A. Donohoe informed the members that the issues dealt with by the Corporate S.P.C. at their meeting on 9th March included a briefing by Aenat Ni Gabhann and also the Cooley Walking Strategy.
Housing S.P.C. – Cllr P. Savage advised the members that the Housing SPC at their meeting on 02/2/2009 received details of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2008 and the Incremental Purchase Scheme.
Minute No. 38/09
Election Posters
The details of the circular received on the election posters pilot scheme were clarified by J. McGuinness, D.O.S.  A discussion ensued with the following aspects raised:-
· The policing of any restriction that may be imposed on the number of posters

· The problem with the imposition of any Council decision on the political process

· A request that the judging areas for the Tidy Towns competition be kept free of election posters

· Cost of bio-degradable ties

Minute No. 39/09
Road Traffic Speed Limit Bye-Laws 2009

The details of the bye-laws were outlined by G. Kelly, Senior Engineer. Following a discussion the Road Traffic Speed Limit Bye-Laws 2009 were then proposed by Cllr. O. Tully, seconded by Cllr. J. McConville and agreed by the members.  It was also agreed on the proposal of Cllr. J. D’Arcy seconded by Cllr S. Keelan that the speed limits would be reviewed in twelve months time. 
Minute No. 40/09
Civic Reception
On the proposal of Cllr. T. Brennan seconded by Cllr P. Savage it was agreed to host a Civic Reception for Rob Kearney, a member of the Irish Rugby team who won the Grand Slam in the six nations championship.

Minute No. 41/09
Vote of Congratulations

A vote of congratulations was expressed to the Housing Section in regard to the quality of houses in Clos na Manach housing scheme officially opened recently. Also included in the vote of congratulations were the members of the Clos na Manach estate committee.
Minute No. 42/09
Expressions of Sympathy

Expressions of sympathy were recorded as follows:-

· Mr. P. O’Hora  on the death of his father Mr. Laurence O’ Hora
· Ms. Ann O’ Callaghan on the death of her mother Mrs Bridget O’ Callaghan

· Mr. Brendan Markey on the death of his father Mr. Thomas Markey
· Mr. Paddy Drumgoole on the death of his brother Mr. Aidan Drumgoole
· Mr. Brian Lynch on the death of his uncle Mr. P.J. Lynch

· Ms. Pauline Goss on the death of her mother-in-law Mrs. Margaret Goss

· The McDonagh Family in Moneymore, Drogheda on the death of their three sons 

Minute No. 43/09
Roads Programme 2009 and Road Progress Report
The County Manager informed the members that while a road grant allocation had been received as detailed in the report circulated Louth County Council cannot enter into any commitment to spend this money without Dept of Finance approval.  The roads programme was then outlined by G. Kelly, Senior Engineer.  A discussion followed which raised the following issues:-
· The road schemes which will be dropped if funding is further limited

· The possibility of extending the work hours of the potholing machine

· The effect on the local roads resulting from the haulage of rock from the Red Bog scheme

· A request by the Dundalk South Area Committee to invite representatives from the E.S.B. to the next Council Meeting

The 2009 roads programme was then proposed by Cllr F. McCoy, seconded by Cllr. F. Maher and agreed by the members.

Minute No. 44/09
Planning Progress Report

Following a short discussion on development levies and applicant’s ability to pay, the report was proposed by Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. S. Keelan and agreed by the members.

Minute No. 45/09
Housing Progress Report

The housing progress report was considered by the members and the following issues discussed:-

· A request for a breakdown on maintenance requests by tenants
· Criteria in relation to anti-social behaviour

· Relationship between Local Authority and Voluntary Housing associations

following the completion of houses

· The direction by the Dept of Environment to promote the leasing of vacant properties

· A suggestion that the Local Authority purchase newly built houses at cost price in cases where development levies are not paid by developers

Minute No. 46/09
Suspension of Standing Orders

The suspension of standing orders to allow the meeting to proceed beyond 1.00 p.m. was proposed by Cllr. J. Ryan, seconded by Cllr. J. McConville and agreed.

Minute No. 47/09
Audit Committee Report

The Audit Committee chairperson’s report was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. J. Ryan, seconded by Cllr. J. Lennon
Minute No. 48/09
Conferences

Cllr. T. Sharkey enquired on the submission of conference reports and C. Moss advised that one report was received in the previous month.  Cllr. T. Brennan then gave a brief report on the conference “Sustainable Jobs for Dundalk” which he attended.  The approval of the attendance of members at the conferences as listed in the agenda was then proposed by Cllr. J. Ryan, seconded by Cllr. O. Tully.  On the request of some Councillors a roll call vote was taken the result of which was as follows:-
For:
Cllrs. D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. McConville, M. O’Dowd, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, O. Tully


Total:
9

Against:
Cllrs. J. Loughran, P. McGeough, T. Sharkey


Total:  3

Absent:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan,  D. Lynch, F. McCoy, F. Maher,  K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, K O’hEiligh, P. Savage 


Total:
14

Accordingly the member’s attendance at the Conferences as listed in the Agenda was approved

Minute No. 49/09
Notices of Motion

From Cllr. M. O’Dowd

“That the planning Authority will on a case by case basis,  taking into account the economic circumstances outlined, review applications for the release from the condition restricting ‘occupation of one off housing to the applicant or a member of his/her immediate family for a minimum period of five years ‘
Following clarification that such a condition and the restriction on the waiving of same is set down in the “Sustainable Rural Housing Guidelines” Cllr M. O’ Dowd proposed that the Council write to the Dept. of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting a review of the guidelines in relation to this condition.  This proposal was seconded by Cllr. S. Keelan and agreed by the members.  J. Martin, Director of Services advised the members that the issue could be raised at the meeting to be held in relation to the review of the County Development Plan.
That concluded the meeting
Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson
