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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall on Monday 16th February 2009.

In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor: D. Breathnach

Other Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully
Apologies:
Cllr. J. Mulroy


Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager





J. Martin, Director of Services 







E. Walsh, Director of Services







M. Curran, Director of Services





J. McGuinness, Director of Services






B. Woods, Head of Finance






C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer
P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer

P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer
W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer






G. Duffy, Senior Planner

----------------------------------------------
Minute No. 22/09
Upcoming Events
Prior to the commencement of the Agenda the Cathaoirleach advised the members that the Civic Reception for Tallanstown Tidy Towns Committee would take place on Thursday 19th February at 6.30 p.m. in County Hall and that Enterprise week would take place from 2nd to 7th March ‘09.
Minute No. 23/09
Date of March Monthly Meeting & Special Meeting
A special meeting to review the County Development Plan on 9th March 2009 at 6.00 p.m. was agreed by the members on the proposal of Cllr. M. O’ Dowd, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan.  It was also agreed by the members on the proposal of Cllr. T. Clare, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan to hold the March monthly meeting on Monday 23rd March at 10.00 a.m.
Minute No. 24/09
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 19th January, 2009 were adopted by the members on the proposal of Cllr. F. Maher, seconded by Cllr. M. O’ Dowd.

Minute No. 25/09
Matters Arising

Cllr. T. Sharkey expressed his disappointment regarding the continuing lack of response by Deputies D. Ahern and S. Kirk to the invitation to attend a meeting of Louth County Council to discuss health matters in County Louth.
Minute No. 26/09
Louth Retail Strategy 2009

A PowerPoint presentation regarding the proposed retail County Strategy, and the criteria for assessing significant retail developments was given by G. Duffy, Senior Planner.  Mr. Duffy also gave details of the outcome of the meetings in Drogheda Borough Council and Dundalk Town Council when the matter was discussed and circulated, a proposed addition to the document relating to fluctuation in retail patterns due to Louth’s Border location as requested by members of Dundalk Town Council and Drogheda Borough Council.  A discussion on the proposed strategy followed during which the following issues were raised:-

· Concerns regarding the zoning of the Southgate Centre in Co. Meath to Town Centre development

· An amendment to Section 9.6 of the strategy “It is the policy of this strategy to permit a limited amount of trade/space (10% of gross floor area) in existing warehouses located in rural areas to cater for requirements in the surrounding rural area. The trade space must be ancillary to the existing use and the amount permitted must not exceed the threshold for significant retail development as detailed at section 9.7 of this strategy” was proposed by Cllr. T. Clare and seconded by Cllr. P. Savage
· The inability of people to view shop windows when shops are closed due to the use of shutters on same

· Oversupply in some retail sectors at present

· Increase of Rates on shops

· A proposal to amend the Policy in relation to new emerging communities was proposed by Cllr. J. D’Arcy and seconded by Cllr. S. Keelan. The Policy to read as follows:- It is the policy of this strategy that a number of local centres (neighbourhood centres and in some cases a small district centre), should be provided to meet the basic convenience and lower order comparison requirements of rapidly expanding residential areas. Suitable locations for these centres should be identified in the forthcoming development plan.
It is the policy of this strategy that applications of this type must demonstrate they are in accordance with the criteria for assessing significant retail development set out in Section 9.8 of this Report.  In particular, the onus will be on the applicant to demonstrate that the scale of the proposed development is commensurate with local need and will not provide a scale of retail attraction to impact or displace the position of Dundalk Town Centre to further develop as the primary retailing centre in the wider area, particularly for middle to higher order comparison goods.
· Value for money both in Northern Ireland and in the South

· A proposal by Cllr. K O’Heiligh to remove the reference to the extension of pedestrianisation to Laurence Street in the document

· The number of submissions received and how same were dealt with

· Request for examples where town centres have been revitalised


It was then agreed that G. Duffy would review the proposed amendments and that the members would return to the item later in the meeting

Minute No. 27/09
Domestic Waste Collection charges

E. Walsh, Director of Services gave an update arising from his meeting with the Service Providers on 22nd Jan, 09. A discussion ensued during which the following points were made:-

· The hardship the proposed system would create for large families
· The need for uniform collection throughout the County

· A proposal to write to the Department of Social Welfare on the waiver issue was made by Cllr. O. Tully and seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy – the meeting was informed that the Dept of Social Welfare had already responded to Louth County Council on the matter by letter which was circulated with the January 09 Agenda

· An update on the brown bin

· A request for a report in relation to Louth County Council’s contact with the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and to the Ombudsman’s Report

E. Walsh Director of Services agreed to return to the members with details of the proposed new charging systems by the Service Providers at the April Monthly Meeting

Minute No. 28/09
Prohibition on the Erection of Temporary Dwellings

Following clarification by J. McGuinness, Director of Services on the effect of the passing of the resolution it was proposed by Cllr. L. Reilly and seconded by Cllr. J. Lennon to approve the Erection or Retention of Temporary Dwellings (Prohibition) (Whiterath) Order 2009.  It was also proposed by Cllr. J. Ryan and seconded by Cllr. P. Savage to approve the Erection or Retention of Temporary Dwellings (Prohibition) (Daly’s Cross) Order 2009.  As there was not full agreement, a show of hands was requested for each order the result of which was as follows:
Whiterath
-
18 members voted in favour with 1 member voting against

Daly’s Cross   -       18 members voted in favour with 1 member voting against

Accordingly the Erection or Retention of Temporary Dwellings (Prohibition) (Whiterath) order 2009 and the Erection or Retention of Temporary Dwellings (Prohibition) (Daly’s Cross) Order 2009 were approved by the members
Minute No. 29/09
A Sustainable Transport Future 2009 – 2020

A powerpoint presentation on a Sustainable Transport Future was given by Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services which included the aim of the policy, details of actions:-

(a)
for smarter travel

(b)
to deliver alternative ways of travelling

(c)
to improve efficiency of motorised transport
(d)
to ensure integrated delivery of the plan locally
 Minute No. 30/09
Regional Planning Guidelines

A PowerPoint presentation on the Regional Planning Guidelines review for the Border Region and the Greater Dublin Areas was given by Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services which included details of the national template for reviews and a list of key issues and questions for both regions.  The matter was briefly discussed with agreement that further discussions on the issue should take place and submissions made on each set of guidelines.
 Minute No. 31/09
Louth Retail Strategy

As agreed earlier in the meeting the members returned to the issue of the Louth Retail Strategy.  G. Duffy, Senior Planner circulated a revised wording of Cllr. T. Clare’s proposal which was agreed to by Cllr. Clare and Cllr. Savage and which read “It is the policy of the strategy to permit a limited amount of retail floor space (sales directly to members of the public) within any authorised bulky goods warehouse or manufacturing premises located in a rural area subject to an overall limit of 10% of the gross floor area or 1000 sq/m, whichever is the lesser, in order to cater for requirements in surrounding rural areas. The retail space must be ancillary to the existing authorised use and must contain bulky household goods only, including builders providers, and goods manufactured on the premises” It was then proposed by Cllr. P. Savage and seconded by Cllr. L. Reilly to adopt the strategy with the amendments by Cllr. J. D’Arcy and the above wording as agreed by Cllr. T. Clare and to refer Cllr. O’hEiligh’s proposal to Drogheda Borough Council.  As requested, a vote by means of a show of hands was called for which resulted in 11 members voting in favour and 4 members voting against.  Accordingly the Louth Retail Strategy 2009 as amended was adopted by the members
Minute No. 32/09
Roads & Marine Progress Report

Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion ensued which raised the following issues:-

· Timescale for the commencement of works on Termonfeckin bridge

· An appeal to people to use the Callenberg Rd as the diversion route from Redbog

· The EU time restrictions on the spreading of manure on fields

· Flooding at March Road, Bellurgan.  It was proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan and seconded by Cllr. O. Tully to invite a Department Inspector to view Bellurgan & Baltray coastal protection measures.

· Request for feedback from survey on Port Beach

· Sweeping of road from Xerox junction to Fairways hotel

· Baltray – upgrading of roads in preparation for the Irish Open Golf Championship
· The approval by the NRA to the Dundalk – Cavan route
· Vote of congratulations to gritting crews
Minute No. 33/09
Planning Progress Report

The Planning Progress report was noted by the members
Minute No. 34/09
Housing Progress Report

The Housing Progress Report of J McGuinness was noted and in particular the budgetary pressures in the Disabled Persons Grant area. J. McGuinness advised that it was likely schemes could be concluded in the near future.

It was proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey and seconded by Cllr. P. Savage to write to the Minister for Environment regarding the capping of the bathroom conversion grant and enclosing a copy of the Housing Progress Report showing the extent of the budgets on housing support services expended to date for his attention.
Minute No. 35/09
Conferences

It was proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey, seconded by Cllr. P. Savage and agreed to remove Item 7 and 9 from the conference details for approval by the members.  A discussion on conference attendance and reporting ensued which was followed by a roll call vote on the approval of the attendance of members at the conferences as listed in the agenda the result of which was as follows:-

For:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, J. Lennon, F. Maher


Total:
5

Against:
Cllrs. J. Loughran, P. McGeough, I. Munster, T. Sharkey


Total:  4

Absent:
Cllrs. T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K O’hEiligh, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage. O. Tully 


Total:
17
Accordingly the member’s attendance at the Conferences as listed in the Agenda was approved
That concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson
