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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Statutory Budget Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 14th December, 2009.

In attendance:   


Cathaoirleach :
Cllr. J. D’Arcy
Members:
Councillors: P. Bell, M. Bellew, D. Breathnach T. Brennan, E. Corrigan M. Dearey, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, C. Markey, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, P. McQuillan, I. Munster, G. Nash  M. O’Dowd, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully
Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager



B. Woods, Head of Finance




J. McGuinness, Director of Services



J. Martin, Director of Services 







M. Curran, Director of Services





E. Walsh, Director of Services







F. Pentony, DOS & Town Clerk DTC






D. Foley, DOS & Town Clerk DBC








P. Fitzsimons Senior Executive Officer





R. McAuley, Financial Accountant





B. Lynch, Financial Accountant






P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer






G. Kelly, Senior Engineer





C. Vaughan, Senior Social Worker

 --------------------------------------

Draft Budget 2010
The Manager in introducing the Draft Budget for 2010 reflected on the difficult year just ending which saw considerable reductions in available income and staff numbers and he advised that 2010 would be ever more challenging.  Nevertheless he was pleased to report that overall impact on direct public services was minimised due to prudent use of available resources and staff responsiveness, and significant progress had been achieved throughout 2009 on a large number of projects across all the functional areas.  The Budget proposed for 2010 provided for a gross revenue expenditure of €74,877,843 which included a sum of €5.3 million representing the cost of water services for the full county including the two urbans reflecting the rationalisation of this service.  He advised that all areas of expenditure would have to be subject to ongoing critical review during 2010 in the light of further anticipated reductions in several income sources such as road grants, landfill fees, development levies etc.  In relation to the Local Government Grant, the Manager advised that the actual notified reduction was somewhat less than the 10% provided for in the Draft Budget and as a result there was an additional €665,000 available which he was proposing to distribute in the following manner:-
	Additional Expenditure

	D.P.G.’s
	€200,000

	Housing Maintenance
	€  50,000

	Library Fund
	€  35,000

	TOTAL
	€285,000


	Income Reduction

	Reduction of 5% in Water Charges
	- €300,000

	Further 1% reduction in rates ( in addition to the 2% proposed in Report)
	- €  80,000

	TOTAL
	- €380,000


Subject to these adjustments the Manager recommended the Draft Budget as circulated to the council and in so doing he thanked the current and previous Chairmen, Deputy Chairmen and the staff for their assistance throughout the year. 

The members then proceeded to consider the proposed expenditure and income figures for each service division together with the relevant Directors Report thereon as set out in the Draft Budget document.  A number of issues were raised by the members and responded to by the relevant Director of Services as follows:-

Housing Community Planning and Corporate Services –  Director of Services – Mr. J. McGuinness

· D.P.G’s – extra funding welcomed

· New initiatives for people with mortgage arrears

· Leasing to replace new housing construction

· Impact of reduced house sale income on maintenance and improvements
· Private rented housing regulation

· Purchase of Voluntary Housing units

· RAS Scheme and unoccupied houses

Transportation –  Director of Services – Ms. J. Martin

· Difficulty of non-availability of road grant allocations

· Status of Northern Port Access Route, Drogheda

· Ardee By-Pass

· Winter maintenance and gritting

· Coastal erosion / protection

· Termonfeckin foot bridge

· Maintenance of public lighting

Water, Environment and Emergency Services –  Director of Services – Mr. E. Walsh

· Transfer of responsibility for water services from urbans to County Council

· Water leakage and conservation

· Proposed 5% reduction in water charges welcomed

· Cost of metering

· Reduction in income from Whiteriver Landfill

· Fire Services Review

· Waste Management Plan Review

· Inspection of public buildings by Fire Service

· Cost of dealing with aftermath of diesel laundering

Economic Development and Future Planning  –  Director of Services – Mr. M. Curran

· Proposed 3% reduction in the rate on the valuation welcomed
· Need to create environment for job creation
· Liaison between relevant directors on employment generating planning  proposals
· Developing tourism potential in County 
Arts Service –  Director of Services – Mr. D. Foley

· Recognition of the local authorities continued support for the Arts

· Leinster Fleadh in Dunleer

· Recognition and support for Cross Border Orchestra

· Drogheda Arts Festival

Library Service –  Director of Services – Mr. F. Pentony

· Report presented and noted
Amendment to Draft Budget

Proposed by Cllr. Breathnach

Seconded by Cllr. Nash

And Resolved
That a sum of €26,000 be deducted from the expenditure provision for Litter Control Initiatives under Environmental Services  (Code EO502) and added to Community Grants under Recreation and Amenity (Code FO401)
Adoption of Draft Budget and Annual Rate on Valuation

Proposed by Cllr. Godfrey

Seconded by Cllr. Savage

That, in accordance with the provisions of Section 103 of the Local Government Act, 2001 we the members of Louth County Council hereby adopt the Draft Budget for 2010 as presented in Tables A, B, and C but subject to the amendments proposed by the Manager as aforesaid and also subject to the resolution as aforesaid, and we hereby also determine in accordance with the Budget as adopted, an annual rate of €55.08 on the valuation to be levied together with an additional rate of €1.815 on the valuation to be levied in accordance with the aforementioned Table C on the area of Ardee Town Council.

Proposed by Cllr. McGeough

Seconded by Cllr. Munster
That the Draft Budget not be adopted.

A roll call vote was taken on Councillors Godfrey’s proposal which resulted as follows:-
For:
Cllrs. M. Belllew, P. Bell,  D. Breathnach T. Brennan, J. D’Arcy,   M. Dearey, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, C. Markey, F. McCoy, F. Maher, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd,  L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, O. Tully


Total:
 19
Against:
Cllrs. E. Corrigan, P. McGeough, I. Munster,  P. McQuillan


Total:  4
Absent:
Cllrs. J. Loughran, T. Sharkey

Total:  2

Accordingly the proposal to adopt the Draft Budget as amended and to adopt the rates on the valuation for 2010 was declared carried
That concluded the meeting

Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson
