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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall on Monday 20th April, 2009.

In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor: D. Breathnach

Other Members:
Councillors: T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, G. Nash, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully
Apologies:   
Councillors: M. O’ Dowd, & I. Munster


Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager





J. Martin, Director of Services 







E. Walsh, Director of Services





J. McGuinness Director of Services






M. Curran, Director of Services





B. Woods, Head of Finance





C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer
P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer





P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer






G. Duffy, Senior Planner





P. Finn, Senior Engineer



--------------------------------------

Minute No. 51/09
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 23rd March 2009 were adopted by the members on the proposal of Cllr. T. Clare, seconded by Cllr. P. Savage. The minutes of the Area Committee Meetings and S.P.C. Meetings enclosed with the agenda were noted by the members.
Minute No. 52/09
S.P.C. Chairpersons Report
Housing S.P.C. – Chairman, Cllr. P. Savage advised the members that at the meeting held on 6th April, 2009 the committee received a presentation on the Louth Age Friendly initiative draft strategy and the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2008 and were also updated on RAS and Part V’s
Environment S.P.C. – Due to the absence of Chairman Cllr. M. Bellew this report was deferred to the May meeting.
Minute No. 53/09
Comhairle na nÓg
The chairman of Comhairle ns nỐg Dubha Mulvan and two committee members Kay Brady and Andrew McGahon gave a presentation to the members on the activities of Louth Comhairle na NỐg which included details of the student discount card scheme and the Speak-Out which will be held on 20th May, 2009
Minute No. 54/09
Domestic Waste Collection
E. Walsh gave an update on the charging systems for Domestic Waste Collection and advised the members that the Environment S.P.C would receive a further update at their next meeting.  On the proposal of Cllr. G. Nash seconded by Cllr. T. Sharkey it was agreed that an invitation to the S.P.C. meeting be extended to all members
Minute No. 55/09
Presentation on Europe Direct
A presentation on Europe presented by the County Librarian Ms. Bernadette Fennell was followed by a short discussion on the possibility of the provision of translation services and facilities for people wishing to undertake translator courses.
Minute No. 56/09
Election Posters
The amendment to Section 19 (7) of the Litter Pollution Acts 1997 – 2003 in relation to the time scale for the erection of election posters was noted by the members.
Minute No. 57/09
Capital Programme
The County Manager presented the Capital Programme and outlined the context in which the Council must operate.  Following a number of queries it was clarified that an instruction was received from the Dept. of Finance that the revenue / capital balance cannot be less in December ’09 than the amount carried over from December ’08.  It was then proposed by Cllr. J. D’Arcy and seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan to write to the Department expressing their concern over the restriction imposed by Central Government. The Capital Programme was then proposed by Cllr. P. Savage seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy and agreed.
Minute No. 58/09
Proposal to add Monasterboice onto the tentative list of Proposed World Heritage Sites
A presentation on the procedure involved for the inclusion of Monasterboice onto the tentative list of proposed World Heritage sites and details of other potential sites for inclusion in the list was presented by Mr. Brian Lucas from the Dept of Environment, Heritage and Local Government.
Minute No. 59/09
Roads Programme and Roads Progress Report

The revised 2009 Roadworks programme was presented to the members by G. Kelly, Senior Engineer.  Mr. Kelly further advised the Council that a letter indicating a further cut of €100,000 was received by the Council from the N.R.A. today. A discussion followed whereby details of the €100,000 reduction was requested and opposition was raised to the ceasing of the 50/50 scheme.  The Road Works Programme as circulated less the €100,000 already referred to subject to final agreement on the prioritising of works on the local roads by the Area Committees was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy.
Minute No. 60/09
Suspension of Standing Orders
The suspension of standing orders to allow the meeting to proceed beyond 1.00 p.m. was proposed by Cllr. J. Ryan, seconded by Cllr. L. Reilly and agreed.

Minute No. 61/09
Casual Vacancy

In accordance with the Local Government Act 2001 and the Council’s standing orders the Cathaoirleach Cllr. D. Breathnach advised the members that the family of the late Cllr. Dr. Mary Grehan had indicated their wish that Mr. Alan Grehan be co-opted onto the membership of Louth County Council and that Mr. Alan Grehan had agreed to the co-option.  It was then proposed by Cllr. S. Keelan, seconded by Cllr. P. Savage and unanimously agreed by the members to co-opt Mr. Alan Grehan onto Louth County Council to fill the vacancy created by the death of his mother Cllr. Dr. Mary Grehan.
Minute No. 62/09
Tree Preservation Orders

Following a short discussion it was agreed by the members on the proposal of Cllr. O. Tully, seconded by Cllr. P. Savage to approve the proposed tree preservation order on the trees growing in the grounds of the Red House, Ardee and at Kenny’s stream, Drogheda as indicated in the Planner’s Report submitted to the members by letter dated 9th April, 2009.
Minute No. 63/09
Planning Progress Report

The Planning Progress Report was noted by the members

Minute No. 64/09
Housing Progress Report

The members noted the report and discussed the following elements of same:-

· Leasing scheme

· Grant Assistance to Elderly and Disabled persons

· Affordable houses

Minute No. 65/09
Correspondence

The correspondence was noted by the members
Minute No. 66/09
Conferences

The approval of the attendance of members at the conferences as listed in the agenda was proposed by Cllr. S. Keelan, and seconded by Cllr. L. Reilly. Cllr. T. Sharkey enquired on the submission of conference reports and Ms. C. Moss advised that one report was received.  It was then proposed by Cllr. P. McGeough and seconded by Cllr. T. Sharkey to approve this one attendance and not the other eleven attendances listed on the agenda.  A roll call was taken on the proposal of Cllr. S. Keelan and the result of which was as follows:-
For:
Cllrs. D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, F. McCoy,  L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage


Total:
8

Against:
Cllrs. J. Loughran, P. McGeough, T. Sharkey


Total:  3

Absent:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan,  D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. Maher,  K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K O’hEiligh, O. Tully


Total:
15
Accordingly the member’s attendance at the Conferences as listed in the Agenda was approved

Minute No. 67/09
Notices of Motion

From Cllr. J. Loughran

“That this Council is concerned at the level of anti community behaviour and sees the promotion of Joint Policing Committees as essential to providing an improved environment for citizens.  This Council has already nominated members to participate on a countrywide JPC.  This Council is concerned at the lack of action on the part of the Minister for Justice in establishing this JPC to be established as a matter of urgency”

J. McGuinness in response stated that the delay was due to the current restructuring of Garda Districts.

From Cllr. T. Sharkey

“That Louth County Council endorses and becomes a signatory to the International Peace Bureau” ‘A Global Call for Action on Military and Social Spending as attached with this motion

The motion was proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey, seconded by Cllr. P.McGeough and agreed.

From Cllr. T. Sharkey

“That Louth County Council rejects the proposed downgrading of the Accident and Emergency services at Louth County Hospital to 12 hours service from the summer of 2009.  This is an attack on our health services.  We reject once again the Hanly Report and the Teamworks Report which are being implemented as government policy.  This Council notes the failure of Deputies D. Ahern and S. Kirk to attend a full meeting of Louth County Council on this matter as agreed in May 2008.

Downgrading Louth County Hospital and Our Lady’s Hospital in Navan is and will continue to place pressure on services in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in Drogheda.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey, seconded by Cllr. P. McGeough and agreed.

That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson
