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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall on Monday 20th October, 2008.

In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor: D. Breathnach

Other Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy,  A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran,  J. McConville, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy I. Munster, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Officials:

J. Martin, Deputy County Manager






E. Walsh, Director of Services







M. Curran, Director of Services





J. McGuinness, Director of Services






B. Woods, Head of Finance






C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer
P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer

P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer






R McKenna, Senior Engineer






G. Kelly, Senior Engineer





--------------------------------------

Minute No. 152/08
Prior to the commencement of the meeting agenda the Cathaoirleach congratulated the team who organised the Special Olympics Civic Reception and proposed that a Civic Reception be given to Tallanstown Tidy Towns to honour their achievement in winning a gold medal in the Entente Florale competition.  This motion was seconded by Cllr. S. Keelan.

Minute No. 153/08
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 15th September 08 were proposed by Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. S. Keelan and agreed
MATTERS ARISING

Following a question from Cllr. I. Munster it was confirmed that the report on the options available to the Council in relation to domestic waste charges and item no. 3 of the motion proposed by Cllr. Munster a the September meeting ““That service providers must continue to provide a tag for bin/tag for bag service as part of the ‘Pay by Use’ system in operation to facilitate senior citizens and those on low income as this system offers sufficient incentive to minimise waste in line with government policy, thus ensuring environmental obligations are balanced with social policy needs” would be discussed at the November monthly meeting.
Minute No. 154/08

NARROW WATER BRIDGE
A presentation on Narrow Water Bridge was given by the Consulting Engineers Roughan – O’Donovan and welcomed by the members
Minute No. 155/08

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS TO CONSIDER AN EMERGENCY MOTION
It was proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey and seconded by Cllr. I. Munster to discuss an emergency motion in relation to the closure of the surgical ward at Louth County Hospital and also the matter of the removal of medical cards from persons over 70 years of age.  An amendment was proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach and seconded by Cllr. S. Keelan to consider the motion following consideration of the agenda items.  On a show of hands the amendment was agreed by a majority of the members.
Minute No. 156/08

SPC CHAIRPERSON REPORTS 

(i) Infrastructure S.P.C. – Due to the absence of Cllr F.McCoy the report was deferred to the November Meeting.
(ii) Housing S.P.C. –  Cllr. P. Savage advised the members that the Housing S.P.C. received four presentations at their meeting held on 6th October 2008. A presentation on :-

(a) Dealing with anti-social behaviour by P. Gaffney
(b) Building Control by B. McArdle

(c) The Disability Implementation Plan by E. O’Hanlon
(d) The Control of Dogs Act by G. Shine

Minute No. 157/08

FILLING OF VACANCY ON THE BOARD OF V.E.C.
On the proposal of Cllr. S. Keelan seconded by Cllr. J. Mulroy it was agreed that Cllr. Liam Reilly would fill the vacancy on the board of the VEC created by the retirement of Cllr. T. Reilly.
Minute No. 158/08

UPDATE REPORT IN RELATION TO WATER
E. Walsh Director of Services gave an update in relation to the levels of lead in the water in areas of Dundalk, Drogheda, Carlingford, Clogherhead and Omeath.  A discussion followed during which the following issues were raised:-
· A vote of congratulations given to E. Walsh and his team on the handling of the situation

· The number of audit samples taken each year

· A request for allowances to be given to metered accounts required to run the taps prior to use – E. Walsh clarified that commercial account holders would be required to replace the lead pipes

· The identification of all lead / cast iron pipes

· The use of the water conservation budget for the replacement of lead pipes – E. Walsh clarified that the replacement of lead pipes which could be prone to leakages would assist in water conservation

· The effects of orto-phosphate dosing on the water

· The financing of the measures to resolve the lead issue
Minute No. 159/08
DUNDALK AND ENVIRONS DEVELOPMENT PLAN REVIEW
It was proposed by Cllr. S. Keelan seconded by Cllr. L. Reilly and agreed to approve the managers report received as part of the pre-draft public consultation of the Dundalk and Environs Development Plan Review
Minute No. 160/08

ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
The annual financial statement for 2007 was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. F. Maher, seconded by Cllr. J. Mulroy
Minute No. 161/08   
Votes of Sympathy
Votes of sympathy were recorded to the following staff members, Ms. Jeanette Morgan on the death of her mother Mrs Kathleen Morgan and to Mr. Noel McCarville on the death of his mother Mrs. Mollie McCarville.
Minute No. 162/08

LOUTH AGE FRIENDLY INITIATIVE
Following an introduction by M. Curran, Director of Services a presentation on the Louth Age Friendly Initiative was given by Ms. Anne Connolly from the Ageing Well Network which included details of the upcoming workshop on the 10th November in the Fairways Hotel.
Minute No. 163/08

SECTION 183 NOTICE
On the proposal of Cllr. J. McConville seconded by Cllr. O. Tully it was agreed to approve the disposal of lands at Gort Uaine, Clogherhead in accordance with the notice issued on 18th September, 2008.
Minute No. 164/08

JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE
An outline of the format of the committee and the functions of same were given to the members.  On the proposal of Cllr P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. T. Sharkey it was agreed that the meetings administrator would write to the members asking them to indicate if they have an interest in being a member of the committee. It was also agreed that the Cathaoirleach would speak to the party whips on the membership issue
Minute No. 165/08

DUNDALK WESTERN TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE – DRAFT SUPPLEMENTARY DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTION SCHEME
The details of the draft contribution scheme were given by F. Pentony, Dundalk Town Clerk.  Following clarification on the costs and the exemption in relation to schools approval was given by the members to the manager’s report and the adoption of the Supplementary Development Contribution Scheme on the proposal of Cllr. S. Keelan, seconded by Cllr. J. Mulroy.
Minute No. 166/08

TOURISM ACTION PLAN
A presentation on the Tourism Action Plan was given by Paul Matthews, Louth Hospitality and Alison Condra, Tourism Officer.  A discussion followed during which the following issues were raised:-

· The proposed expenditure of €300,000 on walking trails in North Louth County Council

· The possible inclusion of tourism projects e.g. Ski-Slopes, log cabins etc in the review of the County Development Plan

· The need to develop the genealogy side of Tourism in Louth County Council

· The possibility of displaying the Louth Hospitality Logo on buses travelling from Louth to Europe

· A suggestion that Dundalk be promoted as the Leisure Capital of Ireland

· Opening of Oldbridge House

· Boyne Navigational Canal

· A suggestion to put the Sword, Mace and Charter of King James on public display in Drogheda

· The need for Failte Ireland to be more pro-active in the promotion of Louth 

The Tourism Action Plan was then adopted by the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan

Minute No. 167/08

ROADS & MARINE PROGRESS REPORT

Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion ensued which raised the following issues:-

· Tullyallen Village Improvement Works

· Details of the mountain streams and rivers which are the responsibility of the local authority – J. Martin to clarify same at next meeting

· Coastal erosion

· Crash barrier on R166

· Junction improvement at Littlegrange – no funding available at present

· Commencement of works at Red Bog

· Traffic control and parking offenders in Dunleer

· Motorway maintenance – responsibility of the N.R.A.

· Termonfeckin Bridge – Part 8 at November meeting

Minute No. 168/08

PLANNING PROGRESS REPORT

The report as circulated was noted. Disappointment was expressed by some members that the proposed planning by the College Proteins Plant in Nobber, Co. Meath had not been brought to the members for discussion.  J. Martin clarified the process under the Strategic Infrastructure Planning legislation which applied in this case.
Minute No. 169/08

HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT

The report as noted was circulated and noted with congratulations being expressed to the North and East Housing Association for the completed housing scheme at Lavin Park, Tullyallen.
Minute No. 170/08

CONFERENCES

The attendance of members at the conferences as listed in the agenda was approved by the members on the proposal of Councillor T. Brennan, seconded by Councillor J. McConville.  It was also requested that the agenda of the LAMA conference be obtained from LAMA.

Minute No. 171/08

EMERGENCY MOTION

“That this Council deplores the recent closure of the Surgical Ward at Louth County Hospital on 20th October 2008 and opposes the planned ending of elective surgery from 7th December 2008.

In addition

“That this Council opposes the ending of the principle of universality of provision of medical cards to persons over 70 years of age and that we communicate this matter to An Taoiseach, An Tainaiste & The Minister for Health and Children”

The motion was proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey and seconded by Councillor M. O’Dowd.  Following a discussion during which the Cathaoirleach and a number of members expressed views that a higher income limit for the over 70’s be imposed above which medical cards would be withdrawn rather than the withdrawal of universal medical cards for over 70’s, an amendment to part 2 of the motion that the government be called on to retain medical cards for the over 70’s whose income is less than €40,000 per annum.  

The motion was proposed by Councillor P. Savage and seconded by Councillor S. Keelan.  A roll call was taken on the motion, the result of which was as follows:-

For:
Cllrs. D. Breathnach, S. Keelan, L. Reilly, P. Savage

Total: 4

Against:  Cllrs. M. Grehan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, P. McGeough, I. Munster, M.          O’Dowd, T. Sharkey

Total: 8

Absent:   Cllrs. M. Bellew, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, J. Loughran, F. McCoy, K. Meenan, G. Nash, J. Ryan, O. Tully

Total: 11

Abstain:  Cllrs. J. McConville, F. Maher, J. Mulroy

Total: 3
The motion as proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey was then put to a vote, the result of which was as follows:-

For:
Cllrs. M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, P. McGeough, F. Maher, I. Munster, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, L. Reilly, T. Sharkey

Total: 11
Against:  Cllr. P. Savage

Total: 1
Absent:   Cllrs. M. Bellew, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, J. Loughran, F. McCoy, K. Meenan, G. Nash, J. Ryan, O. Tully

Total: 11
Abstain:  Cllrs. D. Breathnach, J. McConville, J. Mulroy

Total: 3
Accordingly it was resolved to send a letter to An Taoiseach, An Táiniste and the Minister for Health.
That concluded the meeting.
Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson
