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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall on Monday 17th November, 2008.

In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor: D. Breathnach

Other Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy,  A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch,  J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, J. Mulroy I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, L. Reilly, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager





J. Martin, Director of Services 







E. Walsh, Director of Services







M. Curran, Director of Services





J. McGuinness, Director of Services






B. Woods, Head of Finance






C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer
P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer

P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer






R McKenna, Senior Engineer






G. Kelly, Senior Engineer





--------------------------------------

Minute No. 172/08
Prior to the commencement of the meeting agenda the Cathaoirleach congratulated the following:-

Dundalk Soccer Club on winning the First Division in the Eircom League. The various Residents Associations and Tidy Towns Committees who participated in the Louth Looking Good Awards. 
The Staff of Community & Enterprise and the County Development Board on the successful hosting of the Louth Age Friendly seminar.
Minute No. 173/08
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 20th October  2008 were proposed by Cllr. T. Clare, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and agreed. The minutes of the Special Meeting held on 30th September 08 were proposed by Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. J. Lennon and agreed.
Minute No. 174/08

EXPRESSION OF SYMPATHY
Expressions of sympathy were recorded as follows:- 
· Cllr. Finnan McCoy on the death of his father Mr. Jim McCoy

· Mr. Kieran Lawless of the death of his father-in-law Mr. Paddy Kirk.
Minute No. 175/08

DATE FOR DECEMBER MONTHLY MEETING
It was agreed that the December monthly meeting would take place on Monday 15th December 08 at 6.00 p.m.
Minute No. 176/08

BUDGET MEETING
It was agreed that the Budget meeting would take place on Tuesday 2nd December at 6.00 p.m.
Minute No. 177/08

JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE
The following nominations were made to the Joint Policing Committee 
Cllr J. Loughran proposed by Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. J. Mulroy

Cllr. T. Brennan proposed by Cllr. O. Tully, Seconded by Cllr. J. Lennon

Cllr M. Grehan proposed by Cllr. M. Bellew, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan

Cllr. O. Tully proposed by Cllr. M. O’ Dowd, Seconded by Cllr. A. O’ Donohoe

Cllr I. Munster proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey, seconded by Cllr. P. McGeough

Cllr. K. O’hEiligh proposed by Cllr. M. Bellew, Seconded by Cllr. M. Grehan

Cllr T. Sharkey proposed by Cllr. I. Munster, seconded by Cllr. P. McGeough

Cllr. J. Lennon proposed by Cllr. O. Tully, Seconded by Cllr. S. Keelan
Cllr J. McConville proposed by Cllr. L. Reilly, seconded by Cllr. D. Lynch
Cllr. L. Reilly proposed by Cllr. S. Keelan, Seconded by Cllr. T. Clare
Cllr P. McGeough proposed by Cllr. J. Loughran, seconded by Cllr. I. Munster
Cllr. F. McCoy proposed by Cllr. M. O’ Dowd, Seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan
Cllr S. Keelan proposed by Cllr. L. Reilly, seconded by Cllr. J. Mulroy

Cllr. F. Maher proposed by Cllr. D. Lynch, Seconded by Cllr. L. Reilly
As there were 14 nominations to the 14 available places it was resolved that the 14 nominees would be appointed to the Louth County Council Joint Policing Committee.

Minute No. 178/08

TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PLAN
The Traveller Accommodations Plan was approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. G. Nash.
Minute No. 179/08

Section 183 Notices
The disposal of lands at Drumnacarragh, Dundalk in accordance with the Notice issued on 6th November 2008 was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. S. Keelan.

The disposal of lands at Aghnaskeagh, Dundalk in accordance with the Notice issued on 6th November 2008 was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. S. Keelan.

Minute No. 180/08

County of Louth (Presentation and Collection of Household Waste and Commercial Waste) Bye-Laws 2008
Following an overview of his report by E. Walsh, Director of Services, a number of issues were raised by the members which included the following:-

· Movement of gravel/soil from one field/farm to another.

· Where the responsibility in relation to the disposal of waste lies in respect of short-term rentals – the occupier.

· The dumping of bags of clothes outside charity shops.

· The definition of commercial waste – as defined in the Waste Management Acts.

· Whether baled cardboard is protected from the elements.

It was then proposed by Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. S. Keelan and agreed to adopt the County of Louth (Presentation and Collection of Household Waste and Commercial Waste) Bye-Laws 2008.
Minute No. 181/08

Waste Collection Charging
On the proposal of Cllr. D. Breathnach, seconded by Cllr. G. Nash, it was agreed to take the Notice of Motion by Cllr. I. Munster in conjunction with this item.  E. Walsh, Director of Services then gave an overview of his report.  The motion “That service providers must continue to provide a tag for bin/tag for bag service as part of the ‘Pay by Use’ system in operation to facilitate senior citizens and those on low income as this system offers sufficient incentive to minimise waste in line with government policy, thus ensuring environmental obligations are balanced with social policy needs” as proposed by Cllr. I. Munster was seconded by Cllr. G. Nash.  A discussion followed on the effectiveness of the motion.  A roll call vote was then taken on the motion, the result of which was as follows:-

For:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy,  A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch,  J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, J. Mulroy I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, L. Reilly, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully



Total:
22

Against:
Cllr. K. O’Heiligh



Total:
1

Absent:
Cllrs. F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Ryan



Total:
3
A further motion that Louth County Council write to the Minister for Environment, Minister for Social and Family Affairs and the Minister for Finance calling for an adjustment to the element of the PAYE system which currently provides tax credit for service charges be made and the money saved to fund a waiver for service charges to senior citizens and those on low income who are not currently paying tax was proposed by Cllr. O. Tully and seconded by Cllr. M. O’Dowd.  It was clarified that a letter had already been forwarded to the Minister for Environment and Minister for Social and Family Affairs on the matter following the September Monthly Meeting.  The motion was then amended to write to the Minister for Finance only and agreed by the Members.

The County Manager advised the Members that Louth County Council must operate within the framework of legislation and that the legal consequences of implementing the motion proposed by Cllr. I. Munster would need to be examined.
Minute No. 182/08

Improvement Works at Termonfeckin Bridge
The report prepared under Part 8 of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 in respect of proposed improvement works at Termonfeckin Bridge was approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. T. Clare, seconded by Cllr. O. Tully.

Minute No. 183/08

Presentation – Cross Border Orchestra
A presentation on the activities and on the achievements of the Cross Border Orchestra was given by Sharon Tracy Dunne.

Minute No. 184/08

Suspension of Standing Orders
A suspension of standing orders to allow the meeting to continue beyond 1.00pm was agreed by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan.

Minute No. 185/08

Presentation on Home Choice Loans
The details of the scheme were given by P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer.  A number of suggestions on the scheme were then made by the Members which included the following:-

· A person to be designated in the Housing Section to deal with the queries and direct the queries to the relevant department.

· Details of the housing stock available to be obtained from developers and included on the website.

Minute No. 186/08

Roads & Marine Progress Report
Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion ensued which raised the following issues:-

· Commencement date for improvement works on Rock Road.

· Clarification on proposed works at Salterstown.

· Prioritisation of Coastal Erosion Fund.

Minute No. 187/08

Planning Progress Report
The report as circulated was noted.

Minute No. 188/08

Housing Progress Report
The Members noted the contents of the Housing Progress Report.

Minute No. 189/08

Correspondence
The correspondence was noted by the Members.

Minute No. 190/08

Conferences
Cllr. T. Brennan stated that he was unable to attend the conference on Family Life Today on 5th November and Cllr. G. Nash confirmed that he attended the Irish Language Course for Councillors on 26th – 29th October.  The attendance of Members at the conferences listed in the agenda as amended at the meeting, was approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. J. McConville, seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy.
Minute No. 191/08

Notice of Motion/Question – Cllr. G. Nash
It was agreed that the Notice of Motion submitted by email by Cllr. G. Nash but omitted in error from the agenda would be considered by the Members.  
Cllr Nash noted that the element of the motion ‘That this Council condemns the recent government budget decision to remove medical cards from the over 70’s and the refusal to reverse this decision in total”  had been dealt with at the October meeting and was satisfied that the motion had been agreed and forwarded to the Minister. 
The second section of the motion “That this council calls on the government to reverse the massive cuts in education funding in the recent budget, in particular, the decision to increase class sizes which will cause over 1,000 teachers to lose their jobs’ was proposed by Cllr. G. Nash and seconded by Cllr. P. McGeough.  Following a short discussion, the motion was agreed by the Members.

It was agreed that the response to the Notice of Question also submitted by Cllr. G. Nash would be forwarded to each of the Members 
That concluded the meeting.
Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson
