LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 21st January, 2008.
In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor J. Mulroy
Other Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan,  T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe,  S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully



Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager






J. Martin, Director of Services






M. Curran, Director of Services






T. Davis, Head of Finance






J. McGuinness, Director of Services






E. Walsh, Director of Services






R. McKenna, Senior Engineer






C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer






P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer

P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer






G. Kelly, Senior Engineer






G. Duffy, Senior Planner

--------------------------------------

Minute No. 01/08
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 17th December were approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. T. Reilly
Matters Arising
A request was made for a copy of the response of the County Manager referred to in minute no. 175/07 to be circulated to the members and this was agreed by the County Manager
Minute No. 02/08
S.P.C. Chairpersons Reports
Infrastructure – Cllr. F. McCoy advised the members that at the meeting held on 13th December, 2007 the committee considered a number of proposals in relation to speed limits.  The committee also received a presentation on broadband and discussed the signage policy and visibility requirements on regional roads.  
Environment -   Cllr. M. Bellew informed the members of the issues discussed at the meetings held in August and October 2007 which involved a site visit to the V & W Recycling Centre, where clarification was given to a number of elements in relation to the facilities at Dundalk and Drogheda which included the receipting system, signage, the cost of disposing of beds and mattresses, and the sufficiency of the licence in respect of the waste intake
Minute No. 03/08
Presentation on the Proposed 450 megawatt natural gas fired power station at Toomes, County Louth

A presentation on the proposed 450 megawatt natural gas fired power station at Toomes, County Louth was given by Kieran Leonard and Paul Kelly on behalf on the Quinn Group.  The presentation included a background to the decision taken to select Toomes for the proposed power station and gave details of how the power plant will operate particularly in relation to fuel and water usage and waste water discharge.  A number of issues including the following were raised by the members and these were responded to by the Quinn Group representatives.

· Visual impact of 60m stack

· Proposed route of gas pipeline to service the plant – Bord Gais’ decision

· Quantity of fuel stored on site – this will be in accordance with the National Regulator requirements

· Extent of noise from the plant

· Waste water discharge

· Percentage of Glyde river capacity which will be used up by this development

· Number of jobs created – 500 during construction and 40 for plant operation

· Shelf life of natural gas supply

· Engagement between Quinn Group and local community

· Roads & Traffic issues

· Capacity of Kilanney / Reaghstown Group Water Scheme

· Consideration to the use of nuclear energy

· Usage of diesel if natural gas is unavailable

· Benefits to local community of Stonetown

· Clarification on oral hearing procedure and Council’s representations at same -  Representation of Louth County Council will be – Director of Service for Transportation & Planning Senior Planner, and Senior Engineer 
Minute No. 04/08
Date for March Monthly Meeting
On the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy it was agreed to hold the March monthly meeting on Monday 31st March.
Minute No. 05/08
Mullarharlin Framework Plan
On the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage seconded by Cllr. J. McConville it was agreed to hold a meeting of Louth County Council and Dundalk Town Council members to discuss the draft Mullaharlin Framework Plan and the Manager’s report on submissions received.

Minute No. 06/08
Costing Programme
A presentation on the new costing programme was given by Ms. Roisin McAuley which was followed by a short discussion on the matter.
Minute No. 07/08
2008 Statutory Assessment of Housing Needs
A briefing on the 2008 Statutory Assessment of Housing Needs was given by Patsy Fitzsimons Senior Executive Officer.  This was followed by a discussion on the matter during which the following issues were raised:-
· Numbers on housing list

· Clarification on qualification for inclusion on housing list

· New design features e.g. Broadband

· Situation in regard to citizens from other E.U. States

· Percentage of social housing being provided by the voluntary sector
Minute No. 08/08
Suspension of Standing Orders
On the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage seconded by Cllr. J. McConville it was agreed to suspend standing orders to allow the meeting to continue beyond 1.00 p.m.
Minute No. 09/08
Social Inclusion Measures Group
On the proposal of Cllr. T. Sharkey seconded by Cllr. P. Savage it was agreed that Cllr. K. Meenan would be elected to the social inclusion measures group following the resignation of Cllr. M. Bellew from the group.
Minute No. 10/08
Variation of the Dundalk and Environs Development Plan 2003-2009
On the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage seconded by Cllr. J. D’Arcy it was agreed to vary the Dundalk & Environs Development Plan 2003-2009 to incorporate the Housing Strategy 2007
Minute No. 11/08
Audit Report and Annual Financial Statement 2006

The Audit Report and Annual Financial Statement for year ended 31st Dec, 2006 were approved by the Council on the proposal of Cllr. F. McCoy, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan
Minute No. 12/08
Capital Programme 2008-2010

A discussion tool place on the 2008-2010 Capital Programme during which the following issues were raised:-
· A suggestion that signposting and maintenance of same to be put out to tender

· East-West Link

· Consideration of roundabout at Carroll’s Junction, Dundalk

· Omeath Water Supply

· Purchase of Dispensary in Carlingford

· Life span of surface dressing

· Provision of cycleways

· Use of development levies to fund Battle of the Boyne Site

· Ardee Sewerage

· Ardee Castle

· Traveller accommodation

· Drogheda Waste Water Treatment Plan

· National Water Conservation Project

· Drogheda North Environs

The programme was then approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy

Minute No. 13/08
Playground Facility
The report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 for a proposed playground facility at Clogherhead, Co. Louth was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. J. McConville, seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach.
Minute No. 14/08
Declaration of roads to be public roads in accordance with Section 11 of the Roads Act 1993, at Lisroland View, Knockbridge, Dundalk
Approval was by the members to declare the road at Lisroland View, Knockbridge, Dundalk to be a public road in accordance with Section 11 of the Roads Act 1993 on the proposal of Cllr. J. McConville, seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Minute No. 15/08
Roads & Marine Progress Report
Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion followed which raised the following issues:-

· Request for work to be carried out at Hearty’s Cross on the R169 to improve safety

· Survey of floodplains in the vicinity of Ardee Bog

· Lighting on R169

· Gritting of Motorway
Minute No. 16/08
Housing Progress Report
Members noted the contents of the report. It was agreed that a report on Disabled Persons Grants would be prepared for the February council meeting.  It was also agreed that a Planning Progress Report would be made available to the members on a monthly basis.
Minute No. 17/08
Conferences

The attendance of members at conferences as detailed in the agenda was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy.
Minute No. 18/08
Notices of Motions

From Cllr. T. Clare

“To consider variation of Dunleer Local Area Plan regard the field known as The Moate Field, Drogheda Road Dunleer”

The motion was proposed by Cllr. T. Clare and seconded by Cllr. J. Lennon. Following a discussion on the matter it was agreed by Cllr. T. Clare to proceed by way of material contravention instead of by a variation.
From Cllr. T. Reilly

“Calling on the Government or relevant authorities to bring in a law that all mechanically propelled vehicles drive on dipped headlights in daylight hours from the 1stOctober to 31st March in the interest of road safety for those using it”

The motion was proposed by Cllr. T. Reilly and seconded by Cllr. J. Loughran.  It was agreed that the motion be forwarded to Mr. Gay Byrne, Chairman, and Mr. Noel Brett, Chief Executive of the Road Safety Authority.
That concluded the meeting.

Signed: _________________

Date: ________________

               Cathaoirleach

