LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 31st March, 2008.
In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor J. Mulroy
Other Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan,   T. Clare, J. D’Arcy,  A. Donohoe,  S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, P. McGeough, K. Meenan, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Apologies :  Cllr M. Grehan


Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager






J. Martin, Director of Services






M. Curran, Director of Services






R. McAuley, Acting Head of Finance






J. McGuinness, Director of Services






E. Walsh, Director of Services






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer






C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer






P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer

P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer






B. Lynch, Financial Account





G. Duffy, Senior Planner

--------------------------------------

Minute No. 33/08
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 18th February, 08 the Special Meeting held on 4th March 08, and the Combined Meeting held on 12th February 08 were approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. T. Reilly
Matters Arising
· Minute No. 22/08 – Cllr K. Meenan requested that his suggestion that Iarnrod Eireann be invited to a future meeting to give details of their proposed plan in relation to the provision of stations be included in the minute.  This was agreed by the members.
· Cllr T.  Sharkey referred to a previous request for a comprehensive staff list and requested that it be forwarded to the members as soon as possible.

· Cllr T. Sharkey requested that bibliography of Regional, National, and European planning guidelines and plans be forwarded as agreed at the planning forum on the review of the County Development Plan.

· Cllr. K. Meenan requested that all future correspondence issued and received in relation to council meetings be included with the Agenda

Minute No. 34/08
S.P.C. Chairpersons Reports
The report on the Infrastructure S.P.C. was deferred to the April meeting due to the absence of the chairman Cllr. F. McCoy
Minute No. 35/08
Peace III

A briefing on Peace III and the role of Louth Local Area and Reconciliation Partnership was given by M. Curran, Director of Services.  A short discussion followed during which the following items were raised:-

· The availability of funds to develop programmes for bringing people as part of reconciliation process

· The elements of reconciliation which need to be addressed other than the political divide

· The Viking festival in Annagassan

· The distribution of monies
Minute No. 36/08
Material contravention of the Louth County Development Plan 2003-2009 – proposed development at Bellurgan, Jenkinstown, Dundalk.  
It was proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan seconded by Cllr S. Keelan to materially contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of planning permission subject to conditions to Elaine Winters and Barry Ellis to construct a dwelling house, septic tank, and all associated site works at Bellurgan, Jenkinstown, Dundalk  Planning Reference Number 07/2017.  A roll call was taken the result of which was as follows:-

For:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan T. Clare, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, J. McConville, P. McGeough, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully
Total: 20
Absent:
Cllrs. J. D’Arcy, M. Grehan, D. Lynch, F. McCoy, F. Maher


Total: 5
Abstain:
Cllr. K. O’hEiligh
Total: 1
`



Accordingly it was resolved to materially contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of planning permission subject to conditions to Elaine Winters and Barry Ellis to construct a dwelling house, septic tank, and all associated site works at Bellurgan, Jenkinstown, Dundalk  Planning Reference Number 07/2017
Minute No. 37/08
Dromiskin Sewerage Treatment System and Water Treatment facilities at Stephenstown
The reports prepared in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 for the upgrade of Dromiskin Sewerage Treatment system and the upgrade of Water Treatment Facilities at Stephenstown, Cavan Hill, Dundalk were approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. T. Reilly seconded by Cllr. T. Clare
Minute No. 38/08
Disabled Persons Grants 
A report on Disabled Persons Grants including seven recommendations for the processing of the new grant schemes was presented by J. McGuinness, Director of Services.  Following a lengthy discussion on the matter during which members expressed concern at the lack of funding and the proposals for dealing with priority 2 & 3 applications it was requested by the County Manager, C. Murray that the members allow the process to be implemented subject to a review of same at the May monthly meeting, thus allowing the officials to quantify the costs of processing priority 1 cases which would result in the members being better informed of the extent of the shortfall in funding for priority 2 & 3 cases.  This was then proposed by Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. T. Clare and agreed by the members
Minute No. 39/08
Vote of Congratulations
On the proposal of Cllr. O. Tully, seconded by Cllr. P. McGeough a vote of congratulations was made by the members to the sixteen additional schools which obtained the green flag for environmental awareness in 2008.
On the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage seconded by Cllr. S. Keelan it was agreed to write to the Dundalk Racing Company congratulating them their comprehensive tree planting programme.
Minute No. 40/08
Suspension of Standing Orders – Emergency Motion
On the proposal of Cllr. G. Nash, seconded by Cllr. I. Munster it was unanimously agreed to suspend standing orders to allow the following motion to be discussed.
“That this Council rejects the decision by the Health Service Executive, supported by the government, to close the Dóchas Centre at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda and relocate critical cancer services for the people of the North East to Beaumont Hospital. This Council is committed to the retention of this Unit and the further development and expansion of cancer services in the North East”
A discussion then followed, with all members voicing their support for the retention of the Dóchas unit.  The motion was then unanimously passed by the members.
Minute No. 41/08
Oriel 2012
A presentation on the work and achievements of “Oriel 2012” to date, the potential benefits for the Newry & Mourne and Carlingford region and the strategy and targets for the period in the run up to the Olympics being held in London in 2012 was given by Paul McCormack, Border Vision facilitator with Newry Enterprise Agency.  A discussion ensued wherein the following issues were discussed.
· Availability of funding from the Peace and Reconciliation Fund

· A request that the DVD promotional pack be forwarded to each council member

· The concerns regarding the Logo

· A suggestion that Lord Sebastian Coe be invited to view the facilities in the region

Minute No. 42/08
Suspension of Standing Orders – Extension of Meeting
It was proposed by Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. M. O’Dowd and agreed to extend the meeting to allow completion of the agenda.
Minute No. 43/08
Carlingford Town Wall Plan
A short presentation on the Carlingford Town Wall Plan was given by B. McSherry, Heritage Officer.  Cllr. T. Sharkey requested that any wall plaques would include information in both Irish and English.  The plan was then proposed by Cllr. J. McConville, seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach and agreed by the members.
Minute No. 44/08
Planning Progress Report
The report was noted by the members and clarification given on enforcement procedures.  It was requested by the members that levy income is included in the monthly reports and that housing estates prior to being taken in charge are tabled for the relevant Area Committee meeting
Minute No. 45/08
Roads & Marine Progress Report

Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion ensued which raised the following issues:-

· Berthage charges at Annagassan

· Acknowledgement of repairs completed on Annagassan bridge
· Allocation of funding for Termonfeckin bridge

· Request for removal of signage left by contractor on N53

· Request for section of N53 to be footpath installed – referred for discussion at Area Committee meeting
Minute No. 46/08
Housing Progress Report

Members noted the contents of the report and congratulations were recorded for the quality of design and construction of the new housing estate in Louth Village and the cleaning of the green space between John Kirk estate and O’Donnell Park.
Minute No. 47/08
Conferences

The attendance of members at conferences as detailed in the agenda together with the conference on Peace, Disarmament & Development held in Dublin on 26th March was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach

Minute No. 48/08
Correspondence

The correspondence from the Dept of Gaeltacht, Community and Rural affairs and the Placenames Commission regarding the Irish title of County Louth as discussed with members raising no objections to the Placenames Commission recommendation of Lú but requesting that advice be sought on the correct spelling of Lú in it’s tuiseal ginideach form
Notice of Motion 
 Cllr. I Munster
“Calling on this council to give a commitment to adhere to the decision taken and agreed by the elected members of this council at the monthly meeting in May 2006, that a Steering Committee consisting of the elected members of Drogheda East and Drogheda West, all relevant Government Departments and agencies including the School Planning Unit, Dept. of Education be set up with immediate effect to steer and monitor provision and progress of the vital services and infrastructure required within the Drogheda Northern Environs Plan”.
The County Manager confirmed that a steering committee was being set up as agreed
Cllr. T. Brennan

“That Louth County Council would consider a review of the existing speed limits on many of our County roads, particularly County roads where National Primary Schools are located, cul-de-sac roads, etc.”

It was agreed to defer the motion to the April monthly meeting.
 
Cllr T. Sharkey
“As an associate member of Nuclear Free Local Authorities Organisation (NFLAO), this council reiterates our opposition to the Nuclear Industry and also to the goals of the Euratom Treaty which promotes the industry and offers special funding as well as facilitates the supply of nuclear fuels.”
 

 The motion as proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey was agreed by the members. 
 

Cllr. Jim Loughran

"Louth County Council calls on the EU commission to lift its veto preventing Local Authorities giving rates remission to small Irish businesses." 
 

It was agreed to defer the motion to the April monthly meeting.

That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson

