LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 21st April, 2008.
In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor J. Mulroy
Other Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan,   T. Clare, J. D’Arcy,  A. Donohoe,  S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran,  J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, J. Ryan, P. Savage, O. Tully



Officials

J. Martin, Director of Services








R. McAuley, Acting Head of Finance






J. McGuinness, Director of Services






E. Walsh, Director of Services






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer






C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer

P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer






G. Duffy, Senior Planner





R. McKenna, Senior Engineer

--------------------------------------

Minute No. 49/08
Vote of Sympathy
A vote of sympathy was proposed by the Cathaoirleach J. Mulroy to the family of Donal Keelan – brother of Cllr. Seamus Keelan.
On the proposal of Cllr. K. O’hEiligh a vote of sympathy was expressed to the family of Garda Tom Connolly.
On the proposal of Cllr. T. Clare a vote of sympathy was expressed to the family of Dunleer Community worker – Tommy Powderly.
Minute No. 50/08
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 31st March 08 were approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach.
Minute No. 51/08
S.P.C. Chairpersons Report
Infrastructure
The Chairman Cllr. F. McCoy advised the members that the committee at their meeting on March 6th ’08 received a presentation on the Water Services Act 2007 and on the progress of the Water Conservation & Network Management project.

Housing
Cllr. D. Breathnach informed the members that the S.P.C.  discussed the Disabled Person’s Grants, the Housing Strategy, the Traveller Accommodation Report and received a presentation on the Peace III programme
Minute No. 52/08
I.F.A. 
A presentation was made by Denis Brennan, Colm McDonnell, Anthony Clinton and Seamus Lambe to the members on behalf of the Louth I.F.A. Executive in relation to the WTO proposals of EU Trade Commissioner, Mr. Peter Mandleson.  The impact of the proposals on agriculture and agri-business in Louth was highlighted and Councillors were requested to use their powers to secure the future of the agricultural industry.  The motion included in the I.F.A. presentation “That the position of EU Trade Commissioner Peter Mandleson in the WTO negotiations represents a grave and unacceptable threat to Irish Farming, the food industry and employment in the Irish economy and to call on the Minister for Agriculture, the Minister for Foreign Affairs and the Taoiseach  to assert Irelands’ vital national interest at the highest level in Europe by rejecting Mandleson’s concessions”, was proposed by Cllr. J. Mulroy, seconded by Cllr. M. O’Dowd and agreed by the members.
Minute No. 53/08
Suspension of Standing Orders – Emergency Motion
On the proposal of Cllr. I. Munster it was unanimously agreed to suspend standing orders to allow the following motion to be discussed
“That the Council discuss and seek clarification on the funding crisis in relation to the Port Access route”.  J. Martin, Deputy County Manager confirmed that she has ongoing contact with the Group and she was fully satisfied that there was no funding crisis.  A discussion followed during which the following matters were raised:-

· The appropriateness of Louth County Council becoming involved in the funding of developers by financial institutions 

· Confirmation of the protection given in the Masterplan for the provision of the road
· The need for the proposer of the motion to substantiate her comments regarding the funding crisis

· A suggestion that the Protocol committee review the procedure for the suspension of standing orders to facilitate emergency motions
Minute No. 54/08
Vote of Congratulations
On the proposal of the Cathaoirleach Cllr. J. Mulroy a vote of congratulations was recorded to the Louth Local Authorities football team on their recent success in winning the Inter Local Authority Football Tournament which was organised by Belfast City Council.
Minute No. 55/08

Roadworks Programme

The roadworks programme was presented by G. Kelly, Senior Engineer. A discussion followed during which the following issues were raised:-

· Allocation of monies in relation to the percentage of roads in each Engineering area

· Reduction in the level of funding for L.I.S. and how cost safety measures may be affected
· The omission of the resurfacing  of Townley Hall road, and the realignment of the junction at Sheepgrange from the programme

· The inclusion of monies in the programme for the bridge at Castlebellingham and Tallanstown Village centre

· Clarification regarding the proposed football restoration at Carlingford and the repair of safety barriers

The roadworks programme was then proposed by Cllr. F. McCoy, seconded by Cllr. J. McConville.  On a show of hands 9 out of the 15 members voted in favour.

Minute No. 56/08

Suspension of Standing Orders

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy and agreed to extend the meeting to allow completion of the agenda.

Minute No. 57/08

Roads & Marine Progress Report

Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion ensued which raised the following issue:-

· Proposed M1 Service Station

Minute No. 58/08

Planning Progress Report

Members noted the contents of the report and approved same on the proposal of Cllr P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. J. McConville 
Minute No. 59/08

Housing Progress Report

Members noted the contents of the report and approved same.
Minute No. 60/08

Conferences

The attendance of members at conferences as detailed in the agenda was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. J. McConville, seconded by Cllr. K. O’hEiligh.
Minute No. 61/08

Correspondence

The correspondence was noted by the members
Minute No. 62/08

Notice of Motion from Sth Tipperary County Council

The notice of motion from Sth Tipperary County Council dated 14th April 08 was briefly discussed and it was agreed that the contents of the motion should be debated at the Housing S.P.C. meeting
Minute No. 63/08

Notice of Motions

Cllr. T. Brennan

“That Louth County Council would consider a review of the existing speed limits on many of our County roads, particularly County roads where National Primary Schools are located, cul-de-sac roads, etc.”

Following a short discussion on the matter it was agreed to refer the matter to the Infrastructure S.P.C. 
Cllr. Jim Loughran
"Louth County Council calls on the EU commission to lift its veto preventing Local Authorities giving rates remission to small Irish businesses." 
The motion was proposed by Cllr. J. Loughran, seconded by Cllr. P. Savage and agreed.
Minute No. 64/08

Notice of Question

The reply to the notice of question raised by Cllr. T. Sharkey in relation to the cost of PR services was noted by him.
That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson

