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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 19th May, 2008.
In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor J. Mulroy
Other Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy,  A. Donohoe, M. Grehan S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch,  J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully



Officials

C. Murray, County Manager






J. Martin, Director of Services








R. McAuley, Acting Head of Finance






E. Walsh, Director of Services






M. Curran, Director of Services






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer






C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer

P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer

P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer






G. Duffy, Senior Planner





R. McKenna, Senior Engineer






G. Kelly, Senior Engineer






P. Finn, Senior Engineer

--------------------------------------

Minute No. 65/08
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 21st April ’08 were approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. F. McCoy, seconded by Cllr. J. Lennon.  An amendment was agreed at the meeting:-  Minute No. 60/08 – the deletion of Cllr.K.O’hEiligh as seconder to the proposal.
Minute No. 66/08
S.P.C. Chairpersons Report
Environment:
The Chairman Cllr. M. Bellew informed the members that the Environment S.P.C. at their meeting held on 27th March received a presentation from REPAK on the site selection, design and servicing of Bring Banks and a second presentation from the Director of Services E. Walsh on the review of the presentation of Waste Bye-Laws

Planning:

The Chairman Cllr. T. Reilly advised the members that the Planning S.P.C received a present on the content of the County Development Plan review issues paper, and discussed the critical issues in relation to the settlement strategy

Housing

Cllr. D. Breathnach informed the members that the S.P.C. at the March & April meetings discussed the Disabled Persons Grants, the Essential Repairs’ Grants and received a presentation on the Peace III Programme.
Minute No. 67/08
New Foul Sewage Pumping Station at Nth Drogheda Environs
The report prepared in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 for a New Foul Sewage Pumping Station at Nth Drogheda Environs was proposed by Cllr. J. Mulroy, seconded by Cllr. J. McConville.  Cllr. K. O’hEiligh queried the location of the proposed pumping station in relation to the reserved attenuation area and expressed his opposition to the motion.  The motion was subsequently approved by the members.
Minute No. 68/08
Provisional Proposals for 2008 Rural Water Programme

The provisional proposal for the 2008 Rural Water Programme was proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan, seconded by Cllr. S. Keelan and agreed by the members.  A short discussion followed during which the following items were discussed:-
· The speedy repair of the burst water main at Willville by LCC staff was acknowledged by the members
· A single sewage system to serve the Jenkinstown / Rampark/ Gyles Quay area was proposed by Cllr. P. Savage and seconded by Cllr. S. Keelan

Minute No. 69/08
2007 Rural Water Programme Review 

The 2007 Rural Water Programme Review was noted by the members

Minute No. 70/08
Roughgrange Pumping Station & Staleen Water Treatment Works

Following some queries to the proposed works, E. Walsh Director of Services clarified the various elements of the works.  The proposal to upgrade facilities at Roughgrange Pumping Station and Staleen Water Treatment Works was then approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. O. Tully, seconded by Cllr. F. Maher. 
Minute No. 71/08
€2m Loan to Finance upgrade works at Staleen Water Treatment Works

The raising of a loan of €2m. to finance upgrade works at Staleen Water Treatment Works was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. K. O’hEiligh seconded by Cllr. O. Tully.  Tributes were paid to the water services staff for the work completed to date.
Minute No. 72/08
Extinguishment of Public Right of Way

The extinguishment of a public right of way – Mass Pass in the townland of Heynestown / Mullaharlin was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. J. D’Arcy, seconded by Cllr. D. Lynch subject to the proviso that the extinguishment will only take effect when the new footpath linking up the remaining portion of the Mass Pass is provided.
Minute No. 73/08
Environment / Amenity Grant Scheme

The environment / amenity grant scheme was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. F. McCoy, seconded by Cllr. T. Clare.  A discussion followed during which the following items were raised:-

· Acknowledgement of the work carried out by  the various Residents Associations and the staff of the Environment Section

· A call for an allocation of funds from the Dept of the Environment for Tidy Towns groups

· A proposal to increase the budget allocation for 2009 was proposed by Cllr. M. Bellew, seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy
Minute No. 74/08
Roads & Marine Progress Report

Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion ensued which raised the following issues:-

· Allocation of funding for coastal erosion
· Termonfeckin Bridge – Part VIII proposals at Area Committee Meeting
· Traffic diversions during proposed works on Red Bog

· Ardee By-Pass

· Clarification on speed limits on N52 between Motorway and Xerox Junction

· Timing of Traffic Lights at Crowne Plaza hotel

· Roadworks by Semi-State Bodies – need to ensure proper reinstatement is carried out
· Report on Port Beach

· Update on Cavan-Dundalk route

· Funding available for Verge trimming
· Landscaping works requested on Roundabout at Monasterboice

Minute No. 75/08
Suspension of Standing Orders

On the proposal of Cllr. T. Sharkey, seconded by Cllr. A. Donohoe it was agreed by a majority of the members to suspend standing orders to allow the following emergency motion to be discussed at the meeting:-

“That Louth County Council raises concerns to Minister for Health & Children re recent misdiagnosis & Radiology in the North East and that Louth County Council calls on Minister Harney to:-“
· A full enquiry into why anomalies were not highlighted earlier

· Why reviews did not take place earlier

· Why letters were misaddressed

Minute No. 76/08
New Senior Engineer

The new Senior Engineer for Environment Mr. Pat Finn was introduced and welcomed by the members

Minute No. 77/08
A.G.M & June Monthly Meeting

The date for the A.G.M and June monthly meeting was confirmed for Monday 16th June ‘08

Minute No. 78/08
Emergency Motion 

“That Louth County Council raises concerns to Minister for Health & Children re recent misdiagnosis & Radiology in the North East and that Louth County Council calls on Minister Harney to:-“

· A full enquiry into why anomalies were not highlighted earlier

· Why reviews did not take place earlier

· Why letters were misaddressed

The motion was proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey and seconded by Cllr. I. Munster. A discussion followed during which the following issues were raised:-

· The need to look at systems and management of same

· Lack of clinical audit and review

· Why it was necessary to appoint a locum radiologist

· The need for a review of the Health Act

· A proposal by Cllr. D. Lynch seconded by Cllr. M. Grehan that an invitation be extended to the four Louth T.D.’s to come to the June monthly meeting to provide information and a collective response on the state of the Health Service in County Louth
· The role of the elected members to the Regional Health Forum and the lack of accountability of the H.S.E. to this forum.  Cllr. D. Breathnach and Cllr. T. Brennan announced their resignation from the Regional Health Forum.  

The original motion as proposed & seconded was agreed by the members
Minute No. 79/08
Planning Progress Report

The report was noted by the members and the following issues raised:-

· Planning enforcement

· A proposal to discuss the priorities for the spending of Planning Development Levies at Area Committee Level

· Taking in charge – J. Martin to prepare report

Minute No. 80/08
Housing Progress Report & Disabled Persons Grants

The current position on disabled person’s grants was given by P. Fitzsimons. A discussion followed during which the following issues were raised:-

· Confirmation that a written request was sent to the Dept. for extra funding

· A proposal that in the event of extra funding not being provided by the Dept. that money is reallocated within the housing budget was proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan

· A review of the scheme in relation to the allocation of funds to be undertaken on receipt of a response by the Dept. on the request for extra funding was proposed by Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. J. McConville
Minute No. 81/08
Conferences

The attendance of members at conferences as detailed in the agenda was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr.J.McConville, seconded by Cllr. P. Savage

Minute No. 82/08
Correspondence

The correspondence was noted by the members and a vote of thanks to Ms. Dawn Purves M.L.A. for hosting the visit by Junior Council members to Stormont Buildings and Belfast City Council was proposed by Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach and agreed.

Minute No. 83/08
Notices of Motion / Questions

From Cllr. T. Clare

“That this Council recognises that in adopting the EU Lisbon Reform Treaty the best economic and social interests of Ireland and the EU will be served. 

Acknowledging the benefits accruing from 35 years of EU membership, and accepting the need to reform a structure originally designed for six member states, this Council supports the content and provisions of the Treaty. 

In creating an EU that is more effective and efficient, this Council supports the view that the EU Lisbon Reform Treaty will enable the EU to speak with greater clarity and a louder voice on the international stage in combating climate change, international terrorism and cross border crime. 

We move that this Council should resolve to support the adoption of the EU Lisbon Reform Treaty.”

The motion was proposed by Cllr. T. Clare. It was then raised that the passing of this motion would involve  a revoking of a motion passed at the March monthly meeting and as the procedure as laid down in standing orders had not been complied with, the motion as proposed could not be passed.  The motion was then withdrawn by Cllr. Clare.

From Cllr. M. O’Dowd
“Will Louth County Council take action against the Developer in Termon Abbey to ensure that the Green Spaces are kept in good order, the grass is cut and the Builders Depot is secured”?
The reply was noted by Cllr. M. O’Dowd who advised that the assurances given had not been complied with to date. Cllr. O’Dowd then proposed that the Environment Section would liaise with the developers and residents in an effort to resolve the issue. 
That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson

