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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 16th June, 2008.
In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor: D. Breathnach
Other Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, T. Brennan,  J. D’Arcy,  A. Donohoe, M. Grehan S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch,  J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully



Officials

C. Murray, County Manager






J. Martin, Director of Services








E. Walsh, Director of Services






J. McGuinness, Director of Services






M. Curran, Director of Services






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer






C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer

P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer

P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer






G. Duffy, Senior Planner





G. Kelly, Senior Engineer






P. Finn, Senior Engineer






B. Lynch, Financial Accountant

--------------------------------------

Minute No.89/08
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 19th April ’08 were approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. J. Lennon, seconded by Cllr. P. Savage.  Two amendments to Minute No. 83/08 were then agreed at the meeting:-

The inclusion of the sentence “A discussion then took place on the motion” as proposed by Cllr. M. O’Dowd, seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy”


The addition of the sentence “Cllr. T. Sharkey read out standing order no’s 18 and 19”.
Matters Arising

Minute No. 74/08
In relation to the issue regarding the speed limit signs on the 





N52 between the Motorway and Xerox junction it was agreed 

that J. Martin DOS, and G. Kelly Senior Engineer, would liaise with Cllr. M. Bellew on the matter.

Minute No. 71/08
A progress report at the July monthly meeting on the upgrade works at Staleen Treatment Works was requested by Cllr. K. O’hEiligh

The Area Committee meeting minutes as presented in the Agenda were noted by 

the members
Minute No.90/08
S.P.C. Chairpersons Report
Infrastructure::
The Chairman Cllr. F. McCoy informed the members that at the meeting on 15th May the committee received an update on the speed limits review, a report on the issue of roadside memorials, an a presentation on coastal erosion.

Minute No.91/08

Annual Report
The 2007 Annual Report was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. J. McConville.
Minute No.92/08
Nomination of Members to the Regional Health Forum
A discussion on the accountability of the H.S.E. and the merits of membership of the Regional Health Forum took place.  It was then proposed by Cllr. D. Lynch and seconded by Cllr. J. McConville to defer the nomination of two members to the forum. Opposition to this proposal was then expressed by Cllr. T. Sharkey and Cllr. J. Loughran.  A show of hands on the matter of deferring the motion was then taken with 4 members voting in favour and 13 members voting against. Accordingly nominations were then taken by the Cathaoirleach.

Cllr. P. McGeough was proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey, seconded by Cllr. J. Loughran

Cllr. F. McCoy was proposed by Cllr. O. Tully, seconded by Cllr. M. O’Dowd

Cllr. P. Savage was proposed by Cllr. J. Mulroy, seconded by Cllr. J. McConville

A vote was then taken the result of which was as follows:-


Cllr. P. McGeough………….4 votes


Cllr. F. McCoy……………..15 votes


Cllr. P. Savage…………….15 votes

Accordingly Cllr. F. McCoy and P. Savage were elected to the membership of the Regional Health Forum.
Minute No.93/08
Health Services in County Louth

The two Oireachtas members Deputy F. O’Dowd and Deputy A. Morgan were welcomed to the meeting with disappointment expressed by a number of members at the unavailability of Deputy D. Ahern and Deputy S. Kirk.  A discussion followed which included the following issues:-
· Professor Keane’s centre of excellence strategy

· The need to retain the Dochas centre

· How the HSE can be made more accountable

· Need for audits

· The proposal to locate the new Regional Hospital in Navan

· The embargo on staff in the Health Service

· The power of the Oireachtas over the HSE

· Withdrawal of G.P. services

· The influence of the Louth Deputies on the Oireachtas sub-committee

· A proposal to invite Professor Keane and Ray Mitchell to a Council meeting
Minute No.94/08
Suspension of Standing Orders
On the proposal of Cllr. T. Sharkey, seconded by Cllr. J. Mulroy it was agreed to suspend standing orders to extend the meeting beyond 1.00 p.m. in order to complete the agenda.
Minute No.95/08
Placenames Committee

The make-up of the committee was discussed by the members and questions raised which were responded to by J. McGuinness, DOS.  It was then proposed by Cllr. J. McConville, seconded by Cllr. F. Maher that the County Council representative would be the Cathaoirleach of the Council.  A proposal to defer a decision on the format of the committee was then made by Cllr. T. Sharkey, seconded by Cllr. P. McGeough.  A vote on the deferral then took place with 4 members voting in favour and 13 voting against the deferral of a decision on the matter.  The format of the committee as set down in the report was proposed by Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and agreed with agreement also on the appointment of the Cathaoirleach of the day to the committee.
Minute No.96/08
Roads and Marine Progress Report
Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion ensued which raised the following issues:-
· The timescale of the proposed works on the N53 – J. Martin clarified that the timing of works is dependent on the availability of funding

· The lobbying for funding in relation to coastal erosion

Minute No. 97/08
Planning Progress Report
The report was noted by the members and the following issues raised:-

· A question on whether the Planning Section have the facility to waive planning conditions granted under Planning Permissions -  In response, the details of the Planning Acts and Regulations under which Planning Permission are granted were stated.
Minute No.98/08
Housing Progress Report

A number of issues were raised by the members in relation to Housing which included the following:-
· The completion of the Carlingford Housing Scheme

· A housing application case
Minute No.99/08
Conferences
The attendance of members at conferences as detailed in the agenda was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr.J.McConville, seconded by Cllr. J. Ryan.
Minute No.100/08
Retirement of Cllr. Tommy Reilly
Cllr. T. Reilly announced that it was his intention to retire from Louth County Council on 30th June, 08.  The Cathaoirleach with the approval of the members invited him to attend the July monthly meeting.
Minute No.101/08
Correspondence

The correspondence was noted by the members
Minute No.102/08
Notice of Motions from other Council’s

It was proposed by Cllr. M. O’Dowd, seconded by Cllr. P. McGeough and agreed to forward a letter of support to Macroom Town Council in relation to the motion forwarded by Macroom Town Council dated 28th May, 2008.
Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson

