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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in Drogheda Institute for Further Education on Monday 21st July, 2008.
In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor: D. Breathnach
Other Members:
Councillors: T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy,  A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran,  F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey 
Apologies:
Councillors: M. Bellew, O. Tully



Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager






J. Martin, Director of Services







M. Curran, Director of Services






R. McAuley, Acting Head of Finance





C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer

P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer

P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer






G. Duffy, Senior Planner





P. Finn, Senior Engineer






M. O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer






L. Kelly, Sport Inclusion Disability Officer





M. Browne, Sports Partnership Co-ordinator
--------------------------------------

Minute No. 103/08
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 16th June ’08 were approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. T. Clare, seconded by Cllr. P. Savage subject to the following amendment:-

Minute No. 92/08 “the inclusion of the names of the members voting for the nominees proposed for membership of the Regional Health Forum. Result as follows:-
Cllr. P. McGeough was proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey  

and seconded by Cllr. J. Loughran

Cllr. F. McCoy was proposed by Cllr. O. Tully 

                          and seconded by Cllr. M. O’Dowd

Cllr. P. Savage was proposed by Cllr. J. Mulroy


              and seconded by Cllr. J. McConville

A roll call vote was taken with members voting for two nominees the result of which was as follows:-

For Councillor P. McGeough 
Cllrs. J. Loughran, P. McGeough, I. Munster, T. Sharkey

Total 4
For Councillor F. McCoy
Cllrs. Cllrs. D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, A. Donohoe, J. Lennon, J. Loughran,  D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy,. F. Maher, J. Mulroy, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, P. Savage, O. Tully







Total 15

For Councillor P. Savage
Cllrs. D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, A. Donohoe, J. Lennon, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough F. Maher, J. Mulroy, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, P. Savage, O. Tully







Total 15

Abstain                                         

Cllrs. M. Bellew, M. Grehan, G. Nash,

                      K.O’Heiligh, J. Ryan







Total 4
Absent
Cllrs. T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, S. Keelan K. Meenan






Total 4
Minute No. 104/08
Casual Vacancy
On the proposal of Cllr. T. Clare seconded by Cllr. S. Keelan members unanimously agreed to co-opt Mr. Liam Reilly on to Louth County Council to fill the casual vacancy created by the retirement of former Cllr. Tommy Reilly. 
On the proposal of Cllr. S. Keelan seconded by Cllr. P. Savage it was agreed the Cllr. Liam Reilly would fill the vacancy created by the retirement of former Cllr. T. Reilly on the Infrastructure S.P.C.

On the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan it was agreed the Cllr. Liam Reilly would fill the vacancies created by the retirement of former Cllr. T. Reilly on the Planning S.P.C. and the Traveller Consultative Committee.
The members paid tribute to former Cllr. T. Reilly on the manner in which he served the people of mid-Louth, his commitment to the community, and the contribution he made to Louth County Council.  The Cathaoirleach Cllr. D. Breathnach in declaring the co-option of Cllr. L. Reilly welcomed him as a member of the Council and was joined by other members in wishing him every success during his term on Louth County Council.  Cllr. L. Reilly expressed his thanks to the members for their support and words of welcome and stated that he looked forward to representing the people of mid-Louth.  The County Manager paid tribute to Cllr. T. Reilly and welcomed Cllr. L. Reilly as a member of Louth County Council.
Minute No. 105/08

MATERIAL CONTRAVENTION OF THE 2003-2009 LOUTH COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN

It was proposed by Cllr J. Lennon and seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan to materially contravene the Louth County Development Plan 2003-2009 to enable the granting of planning permission, subject to conditions to Janet Mulroy for a new 2-storey dwelling house, waste water treatment system and percolation area and associated site works at Dardisrath, Clogherhead, Co. Louth. Planning Reference Number 08/345.  A short discussion followed on the procedure in relation to Section 140’s.  A roll call was then taken on the motion the result of which was as follows:-

For
Councillors: D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy,  A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, 





Total :  21

Absent
Councillors: M. Bellew, M. Grehan, J. McConville, D. Lynch, O. Tully
Total : 5 

Accordingly it was resolved to materially contravene the plan as stated.
Minute No. 106/08

SECTION 183 NOTICES -  DISPOSAL OF LANDS

The disposal of land at Gort Uaine, Clogherhead in accordance with the terms of notice dated 16th June ’08 served on each member was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. T. Clare seconded by Cllr. J. Mulroy. 

 The disposal of land at Oriel Road, Collon to Cluid Housing Association for voluntary housing in accordance with the terms of notice dated 7th May ’08 served on each member was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan.

The disposal of land at Dawson’s Demesne, Ardee in accordance with the terms on notice dated 30th June ’08 served on each member was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. F. McCoy seconded by Cllr. J. Lennon.

The disposal of land at Moneymore, Drogheda in accordance with the terms on notice dated 8th July ’08 served on each member was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. J. Mulroy seconded by Cllr. G. Nash.

It was then proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey and seconded by Cllr. P. McGeough that the sale of proceeds be allocated to the Disabled Persons Grants but the County Manager informed the members that the proceeds must go into the capital budget and accordingly it was not within the remit of the Council to make this allocation.  Cllr. K. O’Heiligh requested a map of the sites at Dawsons Demesne and Moneymore be forwarded to him.

Minute No. 107/08

BOUNDARY COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS

Details of the boundary commission recommendations were given by C. Moss S.E.O.  A short discussion ensued which raised the following issues:-

· Concern over the loss of a seat in the Dundalk Carlingford area

· The benefit of having a boundary commission at local level instead of national level
Minute No. 108/08

GREEN PAPER ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT

The Green Paper on local government “Stronger Local Democracy  – Options for Change” was noted by the members.
Minute No. 109/08

DUBLIN TRANSPORT AUTHORITY

The County Manager gave a brief outline of the role of the Dublin Transport Authority and the implications for County Louth.  A discussion followed on the recommendations as set out in the report submitted to Council and it was agreed by the members that the first hour of the September Council meeting be devoted to the issue.
Minute No. 110/08

VOTES OF SYMPATHY

· To Mena Duffy and family on the death of Paddy Duffy – Chief Technician with Louth County Council – proposed by Cllr. S. Keelan
· To family and members of Newry and Mourne District Council on the death of former Chairman of Newry and Mourne District Council – Mr. Michael Cole – proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach, seconded by Cllr. S. Keelan
Minute No. 111/08

VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS

To Knockbridge community on achieving best village award
Minute No. 112/08

PEACE III

A presentation on Peace III programme giving its aims, objectives and budgets was made by P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer.
Minute No. 113/08

LOUTH LOCAL SPORTS PARTNERSHIP

A presentation on Louth Local Sports Partnership and the future programme outlining the work undertaken to date was made by Mary Browne, Sports Partnership Co-ordinator and Lisa Kelly, Sport Inclusion Disability Officer.

Minute No. 114/08

INVESTIGATIVE WORKS AT WHITERIVER LANDFILL SITE

An update on the investigation works at Whiteriver Landfill Site was given by Pat Finn, Senior Engineer.  A number of issues were raised including the following:-

· The need for the Area Committee to be briefed on a regular basis

· Questions regarding the extent of the works required to be undertaken

· A request for all wells to be inspected within a three mile radius – the County Manager agreed to consider this proposal in the context of the availability of funds.

· Lifespan of the landfill

Minute No. 115/08

STALEEN WATER TREATMENT PLANT
A progress report on the upgrade works at Staleen Water Treatment plant was given by Mark O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer.  A discussion followed during which the following issues were raised:-

· The early completion of the asset survey – this will be considered at Budget meeting

· The date of the next E.P.A inspection – no specific date given by the E.P.A.

· The possibility of visiting other water treatment plants – Environment S.P.C to organise same

Minute No. 116/08

WASTE BYE-LAWS

Following a short discussion on the proposed bye-laws it was proposed by Cllr. T. Clare, seconded by Cllr. P. Savage and agreed to proceed to public consultation.

Minute No. 117/08

ENVIRONMENTAL NOISE REGULATIONS 2006 – ACTION PLAN

Following clarification on the extend of the noise mapping it was proposed by Cllr. P. Savage seconded by Cllr. I. Munster and agreed to proceed to public consultation
Minute No. 118/08

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

On the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. T. Clare it was agreed to suspend standing orders to enable the meeting to continue beyond 1.00 p.m. in order to complete the Agenda

Minute No. 119/08

ROADS AND MARINE PROGRESS REPORT

Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion ensued which raised the following issues:-

· The position of the bull provided under the % for Art on the motorway

· A request for signage for Blackrock at the Ardee/South Dundalk interchange - this is a matter for the N.R.A.

· The issue of a notice to treat to landowners on the Rock Road, Blackrock – J. Martin confirmed that the notice to treat has been issued

· A request for 60 km /hr speed limit sign to be moved north eastwards to include the junction between Bellurgan and Omeath on R178 – J. Martin agreed to report back on same

· The status of roadside potato and strawberry sellers under the Casual Trading Act and the legality of the signage surrounding same -  The Casual Trading Act allows for traders selling their own produce at roadsides

· A request for the Ardee Area Committee to be given progress reports on the works at Redbog

· Three lights broken at the N33 roundabout
· The need for road users travelling south on the motorway and wishing to travel to Ardee to be diverted to the N33 roundabout
Minute No. 120/08

PLANNING PROGRESS REPORT

The report was noted by the members and the following issues raised:-

· % of Planning refusals

· Pre-planning meetings
· S47 Agreements
Minute No. 121/08

HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT

A number of issues were raised by members in relation to Housing which included the following:-

· The excellent standard of houses at Clos na Manach, Carlingford

· The option of entering into negotiation with developers in relation to unoccupied houses – option to be explored through RÁS

· The grading of housing applicants in regard to the need for housing – no national basis / guidelines for same

· The creation of an access to the primary school from the housing scheme – Clos na Manach  - Senior engineer agreed to look at options available

· The price of affordable houses in comparison with the market value of similar private houses within the same housing scheme

· Valuation of affordable houses

Minute No. 122/08

CONFERENCES

The attendance of members at conferences as detailed in the agenda was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. S. Keelan seconded by Cllr. P. Savage.
Minute No. 123/08

NOTICES OF MOTION

From Cllr. I. Munster

“Calling on this council to write to Iarnrod Eireann to formally invite representatives from their Planning Department to attend the September monthly meeting of the full council to outline what plans they have if any, for the provision of new Rail Services for County Louth. To outline to the members details of any such plans to provide new services to accommodate and service the large scale urban residential developments planned such as the Drogheda Northern Environs Plan and others within the county”.
The motion was proposed by Cllr. I. Munster, seconded by Cllr. S. Keelan and agreed.  Ms C. Moss advised the members that an invitation to attend a Council meeting to outline their plans for Louth had recently been issued to Iarnrod Eireann and agreed to forward a copy of relevant correspondence to Cllr.Munster.
That concluded the meeting.
