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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall on Monday 15th December, 2008.

In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor: D. Breathnach

Other Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, T. Brennan, T. Clare, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, L. Reilly, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully
Apologies:
Councillor J. Ryan


Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager





J. Martin, Director of Services 







E. Walsh, Director of Services







M. Curran, Director of Services





J. McGuinness, Director of Services






B. Woods, Head of Finance






C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer
P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer

P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer
W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer

M. O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer





P. Finn, Senior Engineer






G. Duffy, Senior Planner




--------------------------------------

Minute No. 192/08
Expressions of Sympathy

Expressions of sympathy were recorded as follows:-
· Mr. Donal Clarke on the death of his brother Mr. Niall Clarke.

· Mr. Pat Meade on the death of his mother Mrs Agnes Meade.

· Mr. Terry Savage on the death of his mother Mrs Olive Savage.

Minute No. 193/08
Vote of Congratulations 
Votes of congratulations were recorded as follows:-
· Eugene Mohan, Knockbridge who received a Seiko Just in Time Award for rescuing a man from a swimming pool while holidaying in the Algarve.

Minute No. 194/08

Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 17th November 2008 were proposed by Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor T. Brennan and agreed.
Minute No. 195/08

Matters Arising
Councillor I. Munster asked if any advice had been received on her motion as per minute 181/08 and was informed that a full report would be available at the January Monthly Meeting.
Minute No. 196/08

SPC Chairpersons Report
Housing and Economic Development – Councillor P. Savage informed the Members that the Strategic Policy Committee, at their meeting on 1st December, discussed the Homeless Strategy, the contribution from sale of assets towards new council houses and the BER ratings certificate.
Minute No. 197/08

Section 183 Notice 
The disposal of lands at Cappocksgate, Sean O’Carroll Street, Ardee in accordance with the Notice issued on 20th November 2008 was approved by the Members on the proposal of Councillor T. Clare, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy.
Minute No. 198/08

Loan Approval
The raising of a loan of €15million from the Housing Finance Agency in order to fund the purchase of 6.991 hectares of land at Ravel, Dunleer on foot of Louth County Council Compulsory Purchase (Dunleer Housing) Order 2006 was approved by the Members on the proposal of Councillor J. Mulroy, seconded by Councillor J. Lennon.
Minute No. 199/08

Dundalk 2020 Holistic Project
A presentation on the Dundalk 2020 holistic project was given by M. Curran, Director of Services.  A discussion on the project followed which raised the following issues:-
· Congratulations extended to M. Curran as Chairman of the group on the achievements to date.

· The possibility of using the heat generated from the Quinn Development.

· A question regarding the efficiency of wind turbines.

· Expression of disappointment that Sustainable Ireland are not moving their base to Dundalk.

· Request for a copy of the presentation to be circulated to the Members.

· Use of sheep fleeces for insulation purposes.

Minute No. 200/08

Material Contravention of the 2003-2009 Dunleer Local Area Plan
G. Duffy gave the background to the proposed development.  Following a discussion on the proposed development, a roll call vote was taken the result of which was as follows:-
For:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, L. Reilly, T. Sharkey, O. Tully

Total:
18

Absent:
Cllrs. J. D’Arcy, M. Grehan, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. Maher, J. Ryan


Total:
6

Abstain:
Cllrs. K. O’Heiligh, P. Savage



Total:
2

Accordingly the motion fell
Minute No. 201/08

Roads & Marine Progress Report
Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion ensued which raised the following issues:-

· Need for gritting of regional roads, junctions, motorway bridges, Annagassan Bridge etc.
· Compliments to work carried out by council staff on sea defence wall at Baltray.

· Need for covered bus shelters and safe locations for school buses to stop
· Size of stone used for gritting.

· Termonfeckin bridge – progress on footbridge and traffic lights
· A proposal by Councillor I. Munster, seconded by Councillor T. Sharkey to write to Minister for Transport for additional funding for extra road gritting, repairs etc. due to the recent severe weather.

· Suggestion for the creation of a salt bunker at Hilltop Terrace, Ardee in winter which could be filled with soil and flowers in summer.

Minute No. 202/08

Planning Progress Report
The planning report was considered in conjunction with the notice of question on development levies.  The report was noted and clarification given on the layout of the response to the notice of question as requested.

Minute No. 203/08

Housing Progress Report
The report as circulated was noted and the following items discussed:-

· A query on the restriction on special breeds of animals in council houses.

· Icy footpaths and roads in Louth Village council housing estate.

Minute No. 204/08

Correspondence

· The Cathaoirleadh read out a letter received from Failte Ireland congratulating Tallonstown on hosting the Regional Awards ceremony for the Tidy Towns
· Following clarification that no further correspondence had been received from Deputy D. Ahern or Deputy S. Kirk on their attendance at a future council meeting to discuss the health service, Councillor T. Sharkey requested that the dates of the council monthly meetings be forwarded to the aforementioned deputies.
Minute No. 205/08

Conferences
The attendance of Members at the conferences listed in the agenda was approved by the Members on the proposal of Councillor O. Tully, seconded by Councillor P. Savage. A question on Conference Reports received was raised by Cllr. T. Sharkey and C. Moss S.E.O. confirmed that the folder containing all reports received was available at the meeting and could be viewed by the members.
Minute No. 206/08

Notices of Motions from Other Councils
The Notices of Motions received from other councils were noted by the Members.

That concluded the meeting.
Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson
