LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 18th February, 2008.
In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor J. Mulroy
Other Members:
Councillors:  D. Breathnach, T. Brennan,   Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe,  S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Apologies :  Cllr M. Bellew



Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager






J. Martin, Director of Services






M. Curran, Director of Services






T. Davis, Head of Finance






J. McGuinness, Director of Services






E. Walsh, Director of Services






R. McKenna, Senior Engineer






C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer






P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer

P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer






G. Kelly, Senior Engineer






G. Duffy, Senior Planner

--------------------------------------

Minute No. 19/08
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 21st January, 2008 were approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. T. Clare, seconded by Cllr. T. Reilly
Matters Arising
Minute No. 16/08 – J. Loughran queried why the report on D.P.G was not submitted to the meeting. In response J. McGuinness stated that a Dept. Circular SIU 3/08 was received on 8th February on the operation of the scheme and accordingly it was deemed that the most appropriate mechanism for dealing with the issues was by means of a S.P.C. meeting which was arranged for 4th March, 08.

Minute No. 01/08 – Cllr. K. O’hEiligh stated that he had not received a copy of the Manager’s response.  C. Moss agreed to forward same.

Minute No. 02/08 – Cllr K. O’hEiligh stated that he was not satisfied that the appropriate clarification in relation to the operation of the V & W Recycling Centre had been received at the Environment S.P.C. as indicated in the Chairman’s report

Minute No. 20/08
S.P.C. Chairpersons Reports
No reports delivered at the meeting
Minute No. 21/08
Material contravention of the Louth County Development Plan 2003-2009 – proposed development Glenmore, Riverstown, Dundalk  
It was proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan seconded by Cllr F. McCoy to materially contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of planning permission subject to conditions to Bronagh McAteer for demolition of existing dwelling and erection of one replacement dwellinghouse, new waste water treatment plant and associated site works at Glenmore, Riverstown, Dundalk  Planning Reference Number 07/1471.  A roll call was taken the result of which was as follows:-

For:
Cllrs., D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe,  J. Loughran, J. Lennon, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster,  M. O’Dowd, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully

Total: 21

Absent:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, G. Nash



Total: 4

Abstain:
Cllr. K. O’hEiligh
Total: 1
`



Minute No. 22/08
Proposed Variation of the Dundalk & Environs Development Plan 2003-2009
Ms. C. Moss stated that she had been advised in writing by Cllr. M. Grehan that she would be absent from the meeting due to a declared interest in a proposed project in the Mullagharlin Framework Plan. Following a discussion on the plan which included queries on the provision of services and the Dundalk – Belfast railway line it was proposed by Cllr. T. Clare, seconded by Cllr. P. Savage and agreed to vary the Dundalk & Environs Development Plan 2003-2009 to incorporate the Mullagharlin Framework Plan.
Minute No. 23/08
Planning Progress Report
In regard to the format and content of the report the County Manager invited feedback from the members on any additions or changes that could be incorporated into future reports.  A short discussion followed which raised the following issues:-

· Repeat applications 

· Percentage refusal for individual houses

· Suggestions to include the reporting on a quarterly basis of the value of levies received and the allocation of such monies, and information regarding planning enforcement on unauthorised development in future reports
Minute No. 24/08
E.P.A  Report on the Provision & Quality of Drinking Water in Ireland 2006-2008

E. Walsh, D.O.S. gave an overview of the report with particular reference to Co. Louth. A discussion followed during which the following issues were raised:-

· The need for tests on water quality on individual house wells

· Compliance of septic tanks with conditions of planning permission

· Availability of receiving depot for septic tank effluent 
· Group water schemes

· Staleen water supply

· The addition of fluoride to the water supply

· Request for Action Plan submitted to the E.P.A to be circulated to the members
Minute No. 25/08
Roads & Marine Progress Report
Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion ensued which raised the following issues:-

· Tullyallen improvement scheme

· Annagassan bridge

· Coastal erosion

· Date of completion of roadworks at Marlbog Rd, Dundalk

· Availability of funding for Termonfeckin pedestrian bridge

· Ardee by-pass

· Allocation of funds on R173

· Damage to central reservation barrier on part of M1 between Ballymascanlon bridge and the Border

· Allocation of funds on N53 and the proposed expenditure of same in 2008

· Station road junction upgrade

· Narrow Water Bridge
Minute No. 26/08
Housing Progress Report

Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion ensued which raised the following issues:-

· Update on RAS scheme
· Private sites
· Completion date for affordable housing scheme at Clogherhead and Termonfeckin
· Purchase of Voluntary houses
Minute No. 27/08
Conferences
The attendance of members at conferences as detailed in the agenda was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach

Minute No. 28/08
Proposed Review of Electoral Areas

A short discussion took place with members requesting a copy of any correspondence issued to the Boundary Commission by Council Officials.  It was agreed to discuss proposed review of the electoral areas at a meeting to be held on Tuesday 4th March at 6.00 p.m. in conjunction with a facilitated session for members for the proposed review of the County Development Plan.
Minute No. 29/08
Notice of Motion from other Councils

It was proposed by Cllr K. O’hEiligh seconded by Cllr. P. Savage and agreed to support the motion forwarded by South Tipperary County Council detailed hereunder:-
“That this Council writes to the Government supporting the Irish Guide Dogs for the Blind appeal for an increase in funding and furthermore, that this motion be circulated to all local authorities for their support”
Minute No. 30/08
Standing Orders

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach, seconded by Cllr. P. Savage and agreed to suspend standing orders to allow the meeting continue beyond 1.00 p.m.

Minute No. 31/08
Notice of Motion 
 Cllr. Jim D’Arcy

“That Louth County Council formulate and adopt a policy for the preservation of hedgerows along rural roads in the County”

It was proposed by Cllr. J. D’Arcy, seconded by Cllr. J. McConville and agreed to refer the motion to the Environment S.P.C. 
 Cllr. Jim Loughran

“This Council notes the increase in agency employment throughout the economy,

We are aware that many workers from home and abroad are offered agency employment when they are seeking direct and permanent employment.

We understand trade unions have raised concerns that many of these workers are retained on minimum conditions and in some instances are not receiving all their entitlements.

Agency employment should not be used as an unnecessary substitute for direct employment or as a mechanism for avoidance of, or undermining of fair pay and conditions.

Noting that legislation will come before the Oireachtas on the issue of Agency Employment, this Council believes and will recommend to the Minister, that the principle of equal treatment should be included in any such legislation on this issue”. 

The motion was proposed by Cllr. J. Loughran and seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach.  Following a short discussion on the issue the motion was agreed by the members
Cllr. Tomas Sharkey

“That this council construct a footpath on the N53 from the town boundary to the Kilkerley side of the group of houses at Newtownbalregan. This is a reiteration of a previous resolution of Council”

The response to the motion was noted by Cllr T. Sharkey

“That this council construct a footpath from Faughart School to connect with the pedestrian overpass at Lower Faughart to improve  safety for all road users”

The response to the motion was noted by Cllr T. Sharkey

Minute No. 31/08
Retirement of Mr. A. Davis, Head of Finance

The retirement of Mr. A. Davis, Head of Finance was noted by the members and tributes paid by the members and the County Manager regarding the quality and competency of his work and his professionalism in the position as Head of Finance

Minute No. 32/08
Vote of Sympathy
Votes of sympathy were recorded by the members to the following:-

· The family of Fr. McGrane

· The family of Mr. John Hanlon

· Brian Martin Asst. Staff Officer on the death of his father

· Frances Hodgers, Asst Staff Officer on the death of her mother

· Eilleen Mullen, Clerical Officer on the death of her mother
Signed: _________________

Date: ________________

               Cathaoirleach

