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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall on Monday 15th October 2007
In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor J. Mulroy
Other Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager





J. Martin, Director of Services






M. Curran, Director of Services






T. Davis, Head of Finance






J. McGuinness, Director of Services





G. Duffy, Acting Director of Services






R. McKenna, Senior Engineer





W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer






C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer






B. Lynch, Financial Accountant





R. McAuley, Financial Accountant
P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer
M. Quinn, Senior Executive Planner





E. O’ Callaghan, Acting Senior Planner
--------------------------------------

Minute No. 137/07

The Cathaoirleach Cllr. J. Mulroy requested a departure from standing orders to announce that Louth County Council and the North Drogheda Environs Development Group have reached an agreement for the delivery of infrastructure to the value of €141m.  All those involved in the process particularly the County Manager, C. Murray and J. Martin Director of Services were congratulated.
A vote of congratulations was also paid to the following:-

· The STEM committee on securing the ISO 14001 energy efficiency standard for County Hall.

· The Environment team on winning the REPAK sponsored Local Authority of the Year award 2007.

· St. Patrick’s G.F.C. on winning the County Football Final

A vote of sympathy was proposed by Cllr. K. Meenan to the former Dundalk Town Councillor and employee Mr. Frank Duffy on the death of his son Mr. Kevin Duffy.

Minute No. 138/07

Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 17th September 2007 were proposed by Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor D. Breathnach and agreed subject to the following addition to Minute No. 120/07 as requested by Cllr. K. O’hEiligh. 
“In relation to the provision of schools Cllr. O’hEiligh referred to the criteria for calculating school provision in the Carnbeg development as laid down in the Department of Education’s document – School Building Programme – which when applied to the proposed development would generate a requirement for an additional 7 classrooms of 25 pupils per classroom.”
Minute No. 139/07

Variation of County Development Plan 2003-2009 to incorporate proposed 2007 Housing Strategy
Mr. G. Duffy A/Director of Service clarified the various elements of the proposed Housing Strategy.  A discussion followed during which the following issues were raised:-
· Compliance by developers on housing mix requirements

· Visual integration of Social & Affordable housing into housing developments

· Handover of houses to Local Authority on a phased basis

· Avoidance of Part V requirements

The variation to the County Development Plan to incorporate the Housing Strategy 2007 was agreed by the members on the proposal of Cllr. D. Breathnach, seconded by Cllr. P. Savage

Minute No. 140/07
Audit Committee
The Cathaoirleach Cllr. J. Mulroy called for nominations to the committee. 
Cllr S. Keelan was proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach and seconded by Cllr. F. Maher. 
Cllr. P. McGeough was proposed by Cllr. J. Loughran and seconded by Cllr. I. Munster.

As no other nominations were received it was agreed by the members to appoint Cllr. S. Keelan and Cllr. P. McGeough to the Audit Committee.
Minute No. 141/07

Integrated Local Development Company
M. Curran, Director of Services explained the process and the make-up the proposed integrated local development company.  Nominations to the company were then requested by the Cathaoirleach.  Cllr T. Reilly was proposed by Cllr. J. McConville and seconded by Cllr. F. Maher.  Cllr. F. McCoy was proposed by Cllr. O. Tully and seconded by Cllr. J. Lennon.  Cllr. M. O’Dowd expressed his dissatisfaction that the guidelines only allow one member to represent the three Town Councils and proposed that the representation from the Local Government Sector be made up of two representatives from Louth County Council, one representative from Dundalk Town Council and one representative from Drogheda Borough Council. This proposal was seconded by Cllr. G. Nash. Cllr T. Reilly proposed that the representation be in accordance with the guidelines and this was seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy.  A roll call was taken on the amendment as proposed by Cllr. M. O’Dowd the result of which was as follows
For: 
Cllrs
M. Bellew, T. Brennan, A. Donohoe, J. McConville, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd

Total: 6
Against:
Cllrs D. Breathnach, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, T. Reilly, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Total: 13
Absent:
Cllr. T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, M. Grehan, D. Lynch, F, Maher, J. Ryan



Total: 6
Abstain:
Cllr. K. O’hEiligh



Total: 1

Accordingly the motion was defeated.  Further nominations were then sought by the Cathaoirleach.  Cllr P. McGeough was proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey and seconded by Cllr. K. Meenan.  Cllr. K. O’hEiligh was proposed by Cllr. M. Bellew seconded by Cllr. M. O’Dowd.
The members were then asked to vote for 3 of the nominations the result of which was as follows:-

Cllr. T. Reilly 

19 votes
Cllr. F. McCoy 
14 votes

Cllr. P. McGeough
13 votes

Cllr. K. O’hEiligh
14 votes 

Accordingly Cllrs. T. Reilly, F. McCoy and K O’hEiligh were elected to the new integrated development company.
Minute No. 142/07

Date for Budget Meeting
The date for the 2008 Budget meeting was fixed by the members for the 4th December at 7.00 p.m.
Minute No. 143/07
Roads & Marine Progress Report
Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion followed which raised the following issues:-
· Revised width of new road at Clogherhead
· Improvement works at St. Johns Castle welcomed

· Request for Termonfeckin bridge proposals to be brought to area committee by year end

· Road safety measures at Stoneylane, Ardee

· Lighting on Dunleer / Grangebellew road

· Proposed expenditure of monies received in relation to N53

· Kilcurry road improvement scheme

· Lights on underpass on Motorway not working

· Maintenance of Newry / Dundalk Link Road

· Timeframe for Station Road / Castlebellingham junction improvement works

· Lights at Clogherhead church

· Water / Sewerage deficiencies in Omeath

· Cycle way at Dromad
Minute No. 144/07

Multi Annual Roads Programme
The list of non national roads schemes to be funded from 2008-2010 under the Multi Annual Roads Programme was noted by the Members.

Minute No. 145/07
Presentation on Dundalk Gateway
A presentation on Dundalk Gateway highlighting the purpose of the Gateway Innovation Fund, the assessment criteria, timeframes, level of funding, the format of the G.I.F. bid and an overview of the work programme was given by D. Storey, Senior Executive Officer.  A short discussion followed and a request made that a copy of the presentation be circulated to the members.
Minute No. 146/07

Suspension of Standing Orders
A suspension of Standing Orders to allow the meeting continue beyond 1.00 p.m. was proposed by Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. T. Reilly and agreed.
Minute No. 147/07

Proposed Development at Woodlands, Dunleer
The report prepared in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 for the proposed development of combined roads and motorway maintenance facility at Woodlands Depot, Dunleer was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. F. McCoy seconded by Cllr. J. McConville.
Minute No. 148/07

Housing Progress Report
Members noted the contents of the Housing Progress Report
Minute No. 149/07
Conferences
The attendance of members at conferences as detailed in the agenda together with the details as set down hereunder was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach.
· Douglas Hyde Conference – O Lamh go Lamh – Cllr. G. Nash
· LAMA Winter Seminar – Cllr. O. Tully
· Planning Seminar, TJK Conferences – Cllr. J. McConville
Both written and verbal reports were given by a number of members on conferences attended.
Minute No. 150/07
SPC Chairpersons Report
Planning SPC

Cllr. T. Reilly advised the members that at the Planning SPC held on 24th September the committee received an update on Dundalk Gateway, a presentation on “The Ecology of Blackrock” and a presentation on Transport & Movement issues in the County Development Plan.
Minute No. 151/07
Notice of Motions from other County Councils
The notices of motions received from other County Councils were noted by the members.





      Minute No. 152/07
Notice of Motion

14.1 From Cllr M. O’Dowd
“Louth County Council in conjunction with Bus Eireann, An Garda Siochana, and the Road Safety Authority initiates a full review of rural school bus stops in the county to ensure that acceptable standards of road safety are being applied and that the maximum protection is being given to our school children”
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services, confirmed that Bus Eireann are currently examining bus stops throughout the country. Cllr. M. O’Dowd accepted this as a good first step forward in ensuring acceptable standards of road safety are being applied.
14.2 From Cllr T. Reilly

“That Louth County Council reduce the visibility requirement on Regional Road (80 kph zone) Dundalk To Ardee via Knockbridge and Tallanstown, Ardee from 215 metres to 150 metres i.e twice the requirement on County roads (75 metres)

Cllr. T. Reilly proposed that the motion be discussed by the Infrastructure S.P.C. and this was agreed by the members
Minute No. 153/07
Notice of Question
The reply to the notice of question raised by Cllr. T. Sharkey in relation to the implementation of the “Sceim na Gaeilge” was noted by Cllr. T. Sharkey.
That concluded the meeting.
Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson
