
- 2 -


LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall on Monday 19th November 2007
In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor J. Mulroy
Other Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, D. Breathnach,  T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager





J. Martin, Director of Services






M. Curran, Director of Services






T. Davis, Head of Finance






J. McGuinness, Director of Services





G. Duffy, Acting Director of Services






R. McKenna, Senior Engineer





W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer






C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer






B. Lynch, Financial Accountant





R. McAuley, Financial Accountant
P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer
M. Quinn, Senior Executive Planner





E. O’ Callaghan, Acting Senior Planner
--------------------------------------

Minute No. 154/07

Material Contravention of the 2003-2009 Louth County Development Plan – Proposed development at Killineer, Drogheda, Co. Louth. – Planning Ref. 07/1520

It was proposed by Cllr. K. O’Heiligh and seconded by Cllr. G. Nash to contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of planning permission, subject to conditions to Vincent Daly for a dormer dwelling, domestic garage and sewage treatment system at Killineer, Drogheda, Co. Louth.

G. Duffy, Senior Planner / Acting Director of Services then gave his report and recommendation in relation to the planning application (copy attached).  The County Manager then stated that he had received legal advice on the matter which stated that the members in making their decision on this material contravention of the County Development Plan must consider the application before them in accordance with the provisions of Section 34 of the Planning and Development Act 2000.

In this regard the members must be satisfied that the development is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area and that they must have evidence before them by way of credible planning advice that in the particular circumstances of the case a material contravention of the Development Plan is justified in planning terms.

A discussion ensued on the legal advice received with a request for same to be forwarded to the members. The members raised the issue of the lack of clarification on the number of sites on the landholding and the letters received from the applicant’s employer in support of his claim that his employment required him to live in such a location.  A roll call followed the result of which was:-

For: 
Cllrs
J. Mulroy M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch,  F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Total: 24

Absent:
Cllrs T. Brennan & J. McConville



Total: 2
The County Manager then stated that in his opinion the resolution was passed in the absence of proper planning advice to demonstrate the application accorded with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, and thereby giving good and sufficient reason to have a material contravention of the development plan.  Accordingly the direction consequent upon this resolution is ultra vires and therefore he would not be implementing their decision.
Minute No. 155/07

Material Contravention of the 2003-2009 Louth County Development Plan – Proposed development at Reynoldstown, Clogherhead, Co. Louth. – Planning Ref. 07/1521

It was proposed by Cllr. O. Tully and seconded by Cllr. M. O’Dowd to contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of planning permission, subject to conditions to Patrick and Linda Maguire for a two storey dwelling, a new wastewater treatment system and percolation area and all associated site development works at Reynoldstown, Clogherhead, Co. Louth.

G. Duffy, Senior Planner / Acting Director of Services then gave his report and recommendation in relation to the planning application (copy attached). Cllr K. O’Heiligh clarified that he was not one of the signatories to the S140 as indicated by Mr. G. Duffy.  In response a number of members stated that in their opinion the applicants had demonstrated and acceptable reason for downsizing and consequently had complied with all aspects of the Development Plan policy.  A short discussion ensued on the matter of the definition of downsizing which was followed by a roll call the result of which was as follows:-

For: 
Cllrs
J. Mulroy M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch,  F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Total: 24

Absent:
Cllrs T. Brennan & J. McConville



Total: 2
The County Manager then stated that having listened to the discussion on the matter he was satisfied that the members had given good and sufficient reason to have a material contravention of the Development Plan and therefore he would be implementing their decision to contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of Planning Permission to Patrick and Linda Maguire for a new two storey dwelling, a new wastewater treatment system and percolation area and all associated site development works at Reynoldstown, Clogherhead, Co. Louth
Minute No. 156/07

Material Contravention of the 2003-2009 Louth County Development Plan – Proposed development at Killineer, Drogheda, Co. Louth. – Planning Ref. 07/1522

It was proposed by Cllr. F. Maher and seconded by Cllr. G. Nash to contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of planning permission, subject to conditions to Paul & Andrea Kelly for a dormer dwelling, domestic garage and sewage treatment system at Killineer, Drogheda, Co. Louth.

G. Duffy, Senior Planner / Acting Director of Services then gave his report and recommendation in relation to the planning application (copy attached).  A roll call was then taken the result of which was as follows:-
For: 
Cllrs
J. Mulroy M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch,  F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Total: 24

Absent:
Cllrs T. Brennan & J. McConville



Total: 2
The County Manager then stated that in his opinion the resolution was passed in the absence of proper planning advice to demonstrate the application accorded with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, and thereby giving good and sufficient reason to have a material contravention of the development plan.  Accordingly the direction consequent upon this resolution is ultra vires and therefore he would not be implementing their decision.
Minute No. 157/07
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 19th November were proposed by Cllr. T. Clare, seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy and agreed.  The minutes of the Area Committee meetings and the Infrastructure SPC were noted by the members.
Matters Arising
Cllr. T. Reilly asked when the motion raised by him in minute no. 152/07 would be discussed by the Infrastructure S.P.C. and J. Martin confirmed that it would be included in the December Infrastructure S.P.C. Agenda.
Minute No. 158/07

Strategic Infrastructure Act 2006
Proposed 450 megawatts Natural Gas Fired Power Station at Toomes, Co. Louth

1. No written statement was received from any of the members of Louth County Council
2. The following resolution was proposed by Cllr. K. O’Heiligh seconded by Cllr. F. Maher and agreed by the members at the meeting held on Monday 19th November,  2007  “That the Quinn Group be requested to make a presentation on the proposed development to the members of Louth County Council”
3. Record of the views of the members expressed at the Louth County Council meeting held on 19th November, 2007.
The discussion on the proposed development commenced with a number of Councillors relaying the concerns of the people in the area surrounding the proposed development as set out hereunder:-

· A fear that families have for their future health as a result of the emissions from the chimney stacks

· Concern regarding the preservation of the bird sanctuary

· Concern of farmers on the effect of the emissions on the health of their livestock and in this regard reference was made to the Merrill, Sharpe & Dome case in County Tipperary

· Problems with the proposed road entrance

· Concerns regarding the sourcing of water for the development from the Killaney Group Water scheme in view of recent problems experienced by householders linked to this scheme

· Possible pollution to the river Glyde which supplies drinking water to Tallanstown, Louth Village, and Knockbridge

· The long term impact on the continuance of the plant due to the fact that we do not have an endless supply of gas

· Traffic management

· Impact of power lines and the consequent impact on the surrounding countryside

· A request that a contribution be made to the community of Stonetown and a larger contribution than that recommended in the Manager’s report  be made to the community of Louth Village

· A request for gas connections to be given to householders along the proposed route as a form of compensation

Councillors while noting the importance of the proposed development to the economic development of the country and the strategic location of the site in terms of the North / South ESB inter-connector and the number of jobs which will be created during the construction of the plant and the subsequent long term job creation, also expressed their disappointment at the lack of consultation by the Quinn Group with the members of Louth County Council who represent the people of Louth.  It was then proposed by Cllr K. O’Heiligh and seconded by Cllr. F. Maher to request the Quinn Group to make a presentation on the proposed development to the members of Louth County Council.

Following a number of questions on the process involved, G. Duffy A/DOS clarified the proceedings as set out in the Strategic Infrastructure Act and highlighted the deadline of 26th November for the submission of the Local Authority report and the record of the discussion on the development held by the members at the Council meeting.
Minute No. 159/07

NEW SCHEME OF GRANTS FOR HOUSING ADAPTIONS, MOBILITY AIDS, AND HOUSING AIDS FOR OLDER PEOPLE
P. Fitzsimons gave a presentation on the various elements of the new scheme which came into operation on 1st November.  The following issues were then discussed by the members:-
· Lack of consultation by the Department of Environment, Heritage & Local Government

· The need for an Occupational Therapist’s report on relatively minor works

· Extra cost to administer the scheme and availability of funding for same

· Means testing

· Tributes to the work of Sean O’ Connor, Health Service Executive

· It was proposed by Cllr. M. Bellew, seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach and agreed by the members to write to the Department of Environment, Heritage & Local Government to introduce a special scheme for Local Authority Housing with provision of funding for same

Minute No. 160/07
Suspension of Standing Orders
A suspension of standing orders to allow the meeting to continue beyond 1.00 p.m. was proposed by Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach and agreed.
Minute No. 161/07

Audit Committee
On the proposal of Cllr F. McCoy seconded by Cllr. J. Lennon it was agreed to approve the nomination of Mr. Alf Dwyer, Mr. Martin Whatley, Mr. Richard Bowden as the three external members to the Audit Committee.
Minute No. 162/07
Speed Limits Review
The list of proposed speed limit changes agreed at the Infrastructure S.P.C. was noted by the members
Minute No. 163/07

Section 183 Notice
The disposal of lands at Knocknagoran, Omeath in accordance with the terms of notice dated 6th November, 2007 served on each member was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Minute No. 164/07

Date for December Monthly Meeting
It was agreed by the members that the December monthly meeting would take place in the Boyne Valley Hotel, Drogheda on Monday 17th December at 6.00 p.m.
Minute No. 165/07

Roads & Marine Progress Report
Members noted the contents of the Report and a discussion followed which raised the following issues:-
· Date for presentation on Northern Cross Route – December meeting of Drogheda East and West Area Committee

· Commitment to the proposed realignment of the N53

· Brown Bin Collection

· Termonfeckin bridge progress

· Coastal protection application

Minute No. 166/07
Housing Progress Report

Members noted the contents of the Housing Progress Report
Minute No. 167/07
Correspondence
The letters received from the Dept. of Finance in N. Ireland and the East Border Region committee were noted by the members.
Minute No. 168/07
Conferences
The attendance of members at conferences as detailed in the agenda together with the details as set out hereunder was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. D. Breathnach, seconded by Cllr. P. Savage
· Douglas Hyde Conference – Cllr. D. Breathnach

· LAMA Conference – Cllr. D. Breathnach

· Effective Communications for Councillors - Cllr. M.O’ Dowd, Cllr. A. Donohue





      Minute No. 169/07
SPC Charipersons Report

It was agreed to defer the reports to the December meeting. Cllr. M. Bellew informed the members that Dr. Tony McNally from the Neagh and Bann River Basin District will be giving a presentation on the findings of the waster matters document and its potential impact on development in the County at the next Environment S.P.C meeting due to be held on the 29th November at 5.00 p.m. and all members are welcome to attend.

Minute No. 170/07
Notice of Motion from other County Councils

It was proposed by Cllr. K. O’Heiligh and seconded by Cllr. M. O’Dowd to support the motion forwarded by Kildare County Council “That the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government be requested to amend Section 246 (b) of the Planning Act 2000 which required the public representatives pay a statutory fee of €20.00 in respect of a submission mad on a planning application.  The amendment should abolish the fee requirement for public representatives in their local authority area”.
Minute No. 171/07
Notice of Motion

15.1 Cllr P. McGeogh
"That this council, in conjunction with the NRA, upgrade safety on traffic exiting from the Motorway onto the Dunleer / Collon Road R169 junction and onto the Station Road Castlebellingham / Tallanstown Road R166 junction.  The placement of rumble strips would be one of the safety measures that would improve safety at these intersections."
Cllr. P. McGeough expressed his satisfaction with the reply with the exception of the comment “subject to the necessary resources being available”
15.2 Cllr I. Munster
“Calling on this council to provide a much needed Bring Bank Facility for the Termon Abbey / Aston Village estates area”
Cllr. I. Munster welcomed the reply and requested that Louth County Council write to the developer requesting their approval for same.
That concluded the meeting.
Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson
