
- 11 -


LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 21st May 2007
In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor J. Lennon

Other Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Officials:

Ms M. Moloney, County Manager






Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services





Ms J. Martin, Director of Services






Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services






Mr. G. Duffy, Acting Director of Services






Mr. D. O’Neill, Senior Engineer






Ms C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer






Ms R. McAuley, Financial Accountant






Mr. R. McKenna, Senior Engineer






Ms E. O’Callaghan, Acting Senior Planner






Ms M. Quinn, Senior Executive Planner
--------------------------------------

Minute No. 62/07

Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 16th April 2007 were adopted by the Members on the proposal of Councillor M. Bellew, seconded by Councillor O. Tully.
The minutes of the Area Committee meetings, Corporate SPC meeting, Housing and Community & Enterprise SPC meeting, Louth Forum on Homelessness meeting, Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee meeting and Protocol Committee meeting were noted by the Members. 
Matters Arising
Following a query regarding a previous request for an interim review of the County Development Plan, G. Duffy, Acting Director of Services clarified that the Planning Acts do not provide for an interim review – only a review of the Development Plan which in respect of the Louth Development Plan is due to commence in December 2007 and a variation of the County Development Plan one of which was completed in July 2006.
Minute No. 63/07

Material Contravention of the 2003-2009 Louth Development Plan – proposed development at Ballinurd, Kilkerley, Co. Louth
It was proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey and seconded by Councillor J. Loughran to contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of planning permission, subject to conditions to John Rafferty for a dormer dwelling, domestic garage, waste water treatment system and associated site works at Ballinurd, Kilkerley.
Following a discussion on the motion during which clarification was given on the number of permissions previously granted on the landholding and sterilisation agreements were raised a roll call was taken, the result of which was as follows:-

For:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully



Total: 23
Absent:
Cllrs. T. Clare, M. Grehan



Total: 2

Abstain:
Cllr. J. McConville
Accordingly it was resolved to contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of permission to John Rafferty, Ballinurd, Kilkerley for a dormer dwelling, domestic garage, waste water treatment system and associated site works at Ballinurd, Kilkerley.

Minute No. 64/07

Material Contravention of the 2003-2009 Louth Development Plan – proposed development at Almondstown, Clogherhead

It was proposed by Councillor J. Mulroy and seconded by Councillor T. Reilly to contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of planning permission, subject to conditions, to Gary and Julieann Kelly of Bardsey, Leeds, England for a 4 bedroom dwellinghouse, double garage, waste water treatment system and associated site works at Almondstown, Clogherhead, Co. Louth.  

Following a discussion on the motion during which S.38 agreements, compliance with local needs, the elevation of the proposed site and the size of the dwelling were raised a roll call was taken, the result of which was as follows:-

For:
Cllrs. J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Total: 17
Against:
Cllrs. T. Brennan, P. Savage



Total: 2
Absent:
Cllrs. T. Clare, M. Grehan



Total: 2

Abstain:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, J. Lennon, J. McConville, J. Ryan

Total: 5
Accordingly the motion fell.
Minute No. 65/07
Date for Annual General Meeting
The date for the Annual General Meeting was set by the Members for 25th June 2007 on the proposal of Councillor J. Lennon, seconded by Councillor P. Savage.
Minute No. 66/07

Section 183 Notice

The disposal of lands at Blackrock Car Park, Blackrock, Co. Louth in accordance with the terms of the Notice dated 9th May 2007 served on each member was approved by the members on the proposal of Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor D. Lynch.
Minute No. 67/07
Resignation of County Manager
The resignation of the County Manager, Ms Martina Moloney was noted by the Members and tributes paid regarding her efficiency, approach to the job, the friendly open door policy she adopted and the tremendous input she made into the development of Louth.  M. Curran, Director of Services on behalf of the staff described her as a great motivator, very professional in her job and a great team leader and wished her well in her new position in Galway.  The County Manager in response thanked everyone for their kind words and thanked the Members and the Management Team for their invaluable support during her tenure in office.
Minute No. 68/07
North Drogheda Environs – Proposed Section 48 Development Contribution Scheme
A brief on the proposed Section 48 Development Contributions Scheme for the North Drogheda Environs Master Plan area which will be put on public display for a period of 6 weeks was given by G. Duffy, Acting Director of Services.  A discussion followed which raised the following issues:-
· The design and commencement of the Northern Cross Route.

· Whether the levy includes the cost of the provision of the Northern Cross Route from the Termonfeckin Road to the Port.

· The ownership and maintenance of the linear park and the regional park.

· Provision of schools.

· Whether the council will maintain control of the completed Northern Cross Route.

Minute No. 69/07
Knockbridge Sewerage Scheme – Upgrade of Waste Water Treatment Works
The report prepared under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 in respect of the upgrade of waste water treatment works on Knockbridge Sewerage Scheme was approved by the Members on the proposal of Councillor D. Breathnach seconded by Councillor S. Keelan.
Minute No. 70/07
Rural Water Programme
The provisional proposals for the Rural Water Programme 2007 was approved by the Members on the proposal of Councillor O. Tully, seconded by Councillor T. Reilly.  The review of the 2006 Rural Water Programme was noted by the Members.
Minute No. 71/07

Suspension of Standing Orders
It was proposed by Councillor D. Breathnach, seconded by Councillor S. Keelan to suspend Standing Orders to enable the meeting to continue to 2.30pm.
Minute No. 72/07
Draft Litter Management Plan 2007-2009
Following a discussion on the plan which included issues regarding dumping in secluded areas, the disposal of waste, progress on reverse vending machines, the use of a sweeper on the North Louth beaches and a request that the plan be distributed to all the Tidy Town Committees, the draft plan was approved by the members on the proposal of Councillor M. Bellew, seconded by Councillor J. McConville.
Minute No. 73/07
Government Statement on Housing Policy
A presentation was made by P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer on the government statement on Housing Policy in regard to delivering homes/sustaining communities.  A short discussion followed wherein questions were asked by the Members and responded to by P. Fitzsimons.
Minute No. 74/07
Roads & Marine Progress Report 

Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion followed which raised the following issues:-

· Road surface on Hale Street.
· Funding on Coastal Protection Works.

· Harbour Fees.

· Traffic island on N33 at Stabannon junction.

· Access roads to motorway.

Minute No. 75/07
Correspondence
· The letter from V. Littlewood was discussed by the Members.  It was agreed to refer the policy to the SPC for consideration and that the specific case which Ms Littlewood had discussed with members would be referred to the Area Engineer for consideration.
· It was proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey with regard to the correspondence from Chris Lyons, Hospital Network Manager, HSE to write to Mr. Lyons asking him to explain in full the Teamworks Implementation Project networks priority.  This was seconded by Councillor I. Munster.
Minute No. 76/07
Conferences
The attendance of Members at conferences as detailed in the agenda was approved by the Members on the proposal of Councillor J. McConville, seconded by Councillor P. Savage.
Minute No. 77/07

SPC Chairpersons Reports
Planning SPC
The of the Planning SPC, S. Keelan informed the Members that at the meeting held on 16th May 2007 the committee received 2 presentations – one from the Heritage Officer on the natural heritage of County Louth and the second from the Conservation Officer on the built environment which was followed by a discussion on same by the committee.

Housing, Community & Enterprise SPC

Councillor D. Breathnach advised that the committee had received and discussed a presentation on delivering homes/sustainable committees at their meeting held on 16th May 2007.

Minute No. 78/07
Notices of Motion
15.1
 From Comhairleoir Tomás Sharkey  

“That this council will review downwards the levels of "contributions" to be charged to schools and community facilities in performing its functions in relation to effluent discharge”.

It was proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey, seconded by Councillor P. Savage and agreed that this council will review the levels of "contributions" to be charged to schools and community facilities in performing its functions in relation to effluent discharge.
15.2   From Councillor Kevin Meenan
"That this council calls on the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to enable the passing of a bye law for Louth Local Authorities to condition planning permission on previous works carried out by the applicant, the directors of an applicant company or any subsidiary.

A legislative tool such as this proposed would ensure that developers had a very strong incentive to complete all works as laid down in granted planning permission. Far too often local authorities are left to pick up the pieces in relation to unfinished estates, buildings and infrastructural works." 
The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey on his behalf, seconded by Councillor J. Loughran and agreed.
15.3
From Comhairleoir Tomás Sharkey
“That all electoral staff working with the general public from the registration process through to the voting process, and also the election count, should be given disability awareness training. This would ensure that they have a clearer understanding of the varying requirements of people with a range of disabilities”.

“Go mbeidh traenáil iomlán ag oibrithe toghchánaiochta a bheas ag plé leis an bpobal ón bpróiséas clárúcháin go dti an próiséas vótála, agus an comháireamh, ar chúrsai michumais. Chinnteodh sé seo go mbeidh tuiscint nios soiléire ar an éagsúlacht riachtanaisi atá ag daoine le michumai”.
Reply

Louth County Council as the registration authority have provided disability awareness training to all staff engaged in the election process.  Matters relating to the Election are a matter for the County Registrar.

Ina cáil mar údarás clárúcháin tá oiliúint ar fheasacht míchumais curtha ar fáil ag Comhairle Contae Lughaí do gach ball foirne atá bainteach leis an bpróiseas toghcháin. Ábhair a bhaineann leis an Toghchán, is gnó don Chláraitheoir Contae iad.
Councillor T. Sharkey expressed his satisfaction with the response given.

15.4
From Comhairleoir Jim Loughran 
“This council seeks assurances from the planners and roads engineers that they will adhere to the county development plan, particularly in respect to shared entrances where there is a clear policy of granting permission to sons or daughters who are proposing to build a home and sharing the parent's existing entrance, as per page 122 point (e) and page 123 point (f)”.

Reply 

Members, Staff and indeed the General Public are required to apply the policies as set out in the County Development Plan in their entirety. While the policy referred to does allow for exemptions in regard to access to National and Regional routes, the policy does not over ride the need for any and all planning applications to satisfy the Road safety, environmental and other considerations necessary in order to ensure proper and sustainable planning throughout the County.

Councillor J. Loughran expressed his satisfaction with the response given.

15.5 
From Comhairleoir Tomás Sharkey
“That Louth County Council lobby the DEHLG for substantial funding additional to annual allocations in order to repair county roads in the Ravensdale, Faughart and Kilcurry areas as they have been subject to much deterioration during the construction of the M1”.
The motion was proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey, seconded by Councillor P. Savage and agreed.
15.6 From Councillor Thomas Clare

“That Louth County Council facilitate a feasibility study to consider the viability of re-opening of Dunleer Railway Station”
The motion was proposed by Councillor P. Savage on behalf of Councillor T. Clare, seconded by Councillor D. Breathnach and agreed.

15.7  
From Cllr F. McCoy 

“That the area in front County Hall be used for Staff Car-Parking thus creating more space to the rear of County Hall for Customers and Visitors”
Reply

The layout of existing car park at County Hall can be adjusted to accommodate approximately 30 additional car parking spaces. There is no requirement to construct additional access roads or surface water drainage facilities.

The area between County Hall and the Inner Relief Road is very restricted. While this area could accommodate additional car parking spaces, development would entail constructing a new access road around north- east of County Hall or obtaining access through third party properties (Government Offices/ Dundalk Town Council). New surface water drainage would also be required. The cost of developing car parking in this area would be high.

The best option at this stage is to maximise the potential of the existing car parking area at minimal cost before embarking on more expensive alternative options.

Councillor F. McCoy accepted the response given to the motion.

15.8  
From Cllr F. McCoy and J. Lennon 
“That Louth County Council call on the Minister for the Environment to increase the funding for L.I.S. schemes by 100%”.
The motion was proposed by Councillor F. McCoy, seconded by Councillor P. Savage and agreed.

Minute No. 79/07

Notices of Question
16.1
From Comhairleoir Kevin Meenan
“The DEHLG has released the latest quarterly housing statistics which show that there were 2,251 housing unit completions in Louth in 2006. The department stated that 2,016 of these were private unit completions, leaving 142 as either affordable or social. 

How many of the 142 were actually social housing units provided by the Local Authority and how many were provided by voluntary and co-op housing agencies?”
Reply
The corrected figure for social housing completions in County Louth for 2006 is 236 units broken down as follows –

-
New build     116 

- 
Second hand Purchases   65

- 
Part V                   11

Voids                    14 

 
RAS                      30 

This does not include any voluntary schemes 

The reply to the notice of question was noted.

16.2   
From Comhairleoir Kevin Meenan
“What actions have been taken to provide a footpath from Stephenstown Pond to Knockbridge village in order to improve safety and amenity for the local residents?”

Reply

The excellent facility that is Stephenstown Pond is frequented not only by residents of Knockbridge  but indeed by residents throughout the county and further afield. Access is in the main by way of car and suitability and sustainability of such a footpath in a rural area would not be in keeping with best practices. The cost of such of infrastructure would in any event be inhibitive as it would require substantial land purchases and possible road re-alignment.    

The reply to the notice of question was noted.

16.3
From Comhairleoir Jim Loughran
“How much funding has Louth Local Authorities applied to the Department of Communications Marine and Natural Resources / OPW for coastal protection works in 2007 and when is the decision expected?”
Councillor J. Loughran referred to the reply given by the Department to Deputy A. Morgan on the same question stating that no request for funding had been received and asked for clarification on same.  J. Martin, Director of Services stated that an application had been made and agreed to clarify the situation with the Department.
Minute No. 80/07

Emergency Motion

(A) That this council alleviates the fears of the residents in the vicinity of Philipstown Landfill by carrying out works necessary to eliminate the smell, manage the gas emissions from the landfill and with any contaminations to the wells in the area.

(B) That this council works in tandem with the Philipstown Residents’ Committee to deal with any problems that may arise in the future

The motion was proposed by Councillor P. McGeough.
D. O’Neill, Senior Engineer in response gave an explanation of the situation at the landfill and outlined the details of the works being undertaken by Louth County Council.
Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson
