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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in Drogheda Institute of Further Education, Moneymore, Drogheda on Monday 16th July 2007
In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor J. Mulroy
Other Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Officials:

J. Martin, County Manager





T. Davis, Head of Finance






M. O’Callaghan, Acting Director of Services





G. Duffy, Acting Director of Services






R. McKenna, Acting Director of Services





P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer





C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer






W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer
C. McConnell, Challenge of Change Project Officer





E. O’Mahony, Acting Senior Staff Officer

--------------------------------------

Minute No. 100/07

Material Contravention of the 2003-2009 Louth Development Plan – Proposed Development at Newtownbabe, Ardee Road, Dundalk
It was proposed by Councillor J. D’Arcy and seconded by Councillor D. Breathnach to contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of planning permission, subject to conditions to Nicola Kelly for a two storey dwelling house, waste water treatment system, percolation areas, domestic garage, boundary wall and all associated site development works at Newtownbabe, Ardee Road, Dundalk, Co. Louth.
Following a short discussion on the motion a roll call was taken, the result of which was as follows:-

For:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan,  J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully



Total: 24

Absent:
Councillors M. Grehan, D. Lynch



Total: 2

Accordingly it was resolved to contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of planning permission to Nicola Kelly for a two storey dwelling house, waste water treatment system, percolation areas, domestic garage, boundary wall and all associated site development works at Newtownbabe, Ardee Road, Dundalk, Co. Louth.

Minute No. 101/07

Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 18th June 2007 were proposed by Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor F. Maher and agreed.
The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 25th June 2007 were proposed by Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor F. Maher and agreed subject to the addition of the words:-

“and agreed by the Members” to Minute No. 99/07 in relation to the proposal on the timing of future Annual General Meetings.

The minutes of the Area Committee Meeting, Housing, Community & Enterprise SPC and Planning SPC were noted by the Members.

Matters Arising

Councillor K. O’Heiligh asked if the issue referred by him at the meeting on 18th June which was raised by residents regarding the walkway between Orchard Villas and Rathview, Termonfeckin was being addressed.  R. McKenna, Acting Director of Services stated that 2 additional lights would be installed along the walkway to increase the illumination of same.

Minute No. 102/07

Appointment of Mr. Conn Murray as Louth County Manager
The endorsement of the recommendation of the Public Appointments Service to appoint Mr. Conn Murray as Louth County Manager in accordance with Section 6 of the Local Authorities (Officers and Employees) Act 1926 was given by the Members on the proposal of Councillor J. McConville, seconded by Councillor T. Brennan.  Following a short discussion it was proposed by Councillor J. Ryan, seconded by Councillor M. O’Dowd and agreed to write to the Department of Environment expressing their dissatisfaction that the current procedure for approving managerial appointments does not allow for details of the process leading to the recommendation by the Public Appointments Service and the candidates background in local government being forwarded to the Council Members prior to the issue being considered at a Council Meeting.
Minute No. 103/07
Improvement and Development Works at Woodlands, Dunleer
The approval in principle to the commencement of the process under Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 for improvement and development works at Woodlands, Dunleer by Louth County Council and of a 27 year lease of part of the council depot site was given by the Members on the proposal of Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor D. Breathnach.  It was also agreed that the Members of the Ardee Area Committee would be kept informed of progress on the works.
Minute No. 104/07

North Drogheda Environs Local Area Plan – Development Contribution Scheme
G. Duffy, Acting Director of Services outlined the reasons why the proposed development contribution scheme was required.  Councillor I. Munster asked that facilities being provided in the regional park be listed in the scheme.  J. Martin, County Manager in response stated that the details of the facilities to be carried out were included in the Masterplan and would also be detailed in the legal agreement and the various planning permissions.
Councillor K. O’Heiligh requested that the area of the scheme be increased to take account of the regional park area but J. Martin, County Manager clarified this was not necessary as the area from which the contributions would be derived was outlined in the scheme.

The development contribution scheme, subject to the amendment recommended in the Managers report was then proposed by Councillor P. Savage and seconded by Councillor F. Maher.  A roll call was taken the result of which was as follows:-

For:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, F. McCoy, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, O. Tully



Total: 17

Against:
Councillors J. Loughran, P. McGeough, K. Meenan, I. Munster, K. O’Heiligh, T. Sharkey


Total: 6

Abstain:
Councillor J. McConville


Total: 1
Absent:
Councillors M. Grehan, D. Lynch



Total: 2

Accordingly it was resolved to approve the draft development contribution scheme for the North Drogheda Environs under Section 48 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 subject to the amendment recommended in the Managers report.
Minute No. 105/07
Presentation on Oriel 2012
A presentation was given by Paul McCormack and Annmarie O’Kane on the work of the Oriel 2012 Services Providers Cluster in the efforts to attract countries to avail of training facilities in the Newry and Mourne and Louth area during the 2012 Olympics which are due to take place in London.  Mr. McCormack also detailed the targets of Oriel 2012 and the opportunities and benefits to be derived.  A short question and answer session followed the presentation.
Minute No. 106/07
Review of Housing Strategy
The commencement of the public consultation process to incorporate the reviewed Housing Strategy, revised to take account of changed demographic and economic circumstances into the County Development Plan by way of a variation to the plan was proposed by Councillor P. Savage and seconded by Councillor D. Breathnach.  A discussion followed during which the following issues were raised:-
· Provision of housing for the elderly.

· Improved facilities for people with disabilities.

· Energy efficient houses.

· Provision of sufficient car parking spaces per hour.

· A request that the report of the Housing SPC on the proposal on the phasing and delivery of affordable houses to be included as a condition in planning applications to be returned to the full council during the consultation period.

· Part V houses to be interspersed throughout estates.

· The ability of those on the affordable housing list to afford houses provided for under the scheme.

· Need for a special meeting to discuss the strategy.

G. Duffy, Acting Director of Services then gave the functions of the housing strategy which was provided for under Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and the elements which can form part of same.  It was also confirmed that a special meeting of the Housing SPC took place to discuss housing issues to which all Members were invited.  The proposal by Councillor P. Savage was then agreed by the Members.
Minute No. 107/07
Section 183 Notice
It was proposed by Councillor P. Savage seconded by Councillor J. McConville and agreed to approve the following:-

(a) Disposal of land at Old Chapel Lane, Ardee in accordance with Section 183 Notice issued to members on 22nd June 2007.

(b) Disposal of land – MV substation site at Gort Nua, Castlebellingham in accordance with Section 183 Notice issued to members on 2nd July 2007.
(c) Disposal of land – MV substation site at John Kirk Park, Callystown, Clogherhead in accordance with Section 183 Notice issued to members on 2nd July 2007.

It was agreed by the members on the proposal of Councillor K. O’Heiligh that any future Section 183 Notice be accompanied by a map and the proposed sale would be discussed at the appropriate area committee meeting.
Minute No. 108/07
Louth Village Sewerage Scheme
The report prepared under Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 in respect of Louth Sewerage Scheme – upgrading of waste water treatment works was approved by the members on the proposal of Councillor D. Breathnach seconded by Councillor J. Lennon
Minute No. 109/07

Anti-Racism and Diversity Plan
A presentation detailing the aims and content of the plan was given by Christopher McConnell.  Councillor T. Sharkey asked that the Anti-Racism Charter adopted 3 years previously be included as an appendix to the plan.  It was then proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey seconded by Councillor O. Tully and agreed to approve the Anti-Racism and Diversity Plan with the following amendments:-
Page 58, 61 -
Tara Education Centre to be included in the category: Champion and key players

Minute No. 110/07
Annual Financial Statement
An overview of the Annual Financial Statement was given by A. Davis, Head of Finance.  A. Davis also gave details of the upcoming changes in the costing system and the local authority audit committee.  The annual financial statement including over expenditures as set out in the statement was then approved by the Members on the proposal of Councillor P. Savage seconded by Councillor J. McConville.
Minute No. 111/07
Housing Progress Report
The contents of the report was noted by the members.
Minute No. 112/07

County of Louth (National Road Special Speed Limit Bye-Laws) 2007

The County of Louth (National Road Special Speed Limit Bye-Laws) 2007 were adopted by the Members on the proposal of Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor J. D’Arcy.

Minute No. 113/07

Roads & Marine Progress Report

Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion followed which raised the following issues:-

· Coastal protection works.

· Update on Part 8 procedure for works on the N53.
· Appointment of consultant for Dundalk Western Infrastructure.

· Newry-Dundalk link road – the effect of the road closure on the Sportsman Bar & Restaurant.

· Pedestrian bridge at Termonkeckin.

· Roadworks on Hale Street, Ardee – monthly report on Phase 2 to be forwarded to Area Committee Meeting.

· Progress on roundabout at Marlbog Road.

It was proposed by Councillor O. Tully, seconded by Councillor S. Keelan and agreed to resubmit the application for funding for coastal erosion works in 2008 if no funding is approved in the current year.  It was also agreed to include the area from the railway line on the Moorland Road to the end of this road in this application.  In relation to the apparent initial confusion by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government of the receipt of the application for funding for coastal erosion works it was proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey, seconded by Councillor T. Brennan and agreed that a complaint be made to the Department in this regard and a meeting requested to discuss the issue and that a copy of the application made to the Department together with the Departments confirmation of the receipt of same be forwarded to the Members.

Minute No. 114/07

Correspondence from the East Border Region Committee
In relation to the letter received from the East Border Committee with regard to the Interreg IVA Programme it was proposed by Councillor P. McGeough, seconded by Councillor T. Brennan and agreed to write to the relevant Ministers confirming the Council Members support for the East Border Region Committee, and their concerns in relation to the Interreg IVA Programme.
Minute No. 115/07
Conferences
The attendance of Members at conferences as detailed in the agenda was approved by the Members on the proposal of Councillor J. McConville, seconded by Councillor J. Lennon.
Minute No. 116/07
SPC Chairpersons Report
Planning
The Chairman, Councillor T. Reilly informed the Members that at the Planning SPC Meeting held on 18th June 2007 the Members received and discussed a presentation on the settlement strategy in the County Development Plan.  It was agreed to have a further discussion on the issue in July.
Minute No. 117/07
Notice of Motion
18.1
From Councillors Tommy Reilly and Finnan McCoy

“That Louth County Council change zoning on lands at Broadlough, Ardee form agriculture to industrial / commercial with conditions as Louth County Council sees necessary for the promotion of job creation”

The motion was proposed by Councillor T. Reilly and seconded by Councillor F. McCoy.  Following a discussion on the issue a roll call was taken the result of which was as follows:-

For:
Councillors M. Bellew, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, J. Lennon, F. McCoy, T. Reilly, O. Tully



Total: 7

Against:
Councillors D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, S. Keelan, J. Loughran, J. McConville, P. McGeough, I. Munster, M. O’Dowd, P. Savage, T. Sharkey


Total: 10

Abstain:
Councillors J. Mulroy, K. O’Heiligh, J. Ryan


Total: 3
Absent:
Councillors T. Clare, M. Grehan, D. Lynch, F. Maher, K. Meenan, G. Nash



Total: 6

Accordingly the motion fell.

18.2
From Councillor Seamus Keelan

“That this council keep open the section of the former N1 road from the roundabout at Feede Cross to the former Garda Station at Dromad and proceed to alter the specification of this section of former national route to permit the provision of a cycleway / footpath and a country road to facilitate the “motorway-barred” element of the local traffic that used the N1 road.”

The motion was proposed by Councillor S. Keelan and seconded by Councillor J. Loughran.  The County Manager in response highlighted the financial implications of the proposal and the need to comply with the Environmental Impact Statement.  She also stated that it was not possible to comply with the motion as the embankments on the new road when completed would not allow sufficient space to retain the existing section of road.  A lengthy discussion followed with a number of Members indicating support for the motion.  The County Manager again cautioned the Members on the financial implications of the proposal and informed them of the statutory requirements of obtaining the names of the Members voting in favour where a surcharge might be imposed on the Members.  A roll call was then taken the result of which was as follows:-
For:
Councillors M. Bellew, T. Brennan, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, I. Munster, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully



Total: 14

Against:
Councillor T. Reilly


Total: 1

Abstain:
Councillors J. McConville, F. McCoy, J. Mulroy


Total: 3
Absent:
Councillors D. Breathnach, T. Clare, M. Grehan, D. Lynch, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, G. Nash



Total: 8

Accordingly the motion was carried.
That concluded the meeting.
Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson
