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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 16th April 2007
In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor J. Lennon

Other Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Officials:

Ms M. Moloney, County Manager






Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services





Ms R. Kenny, Director of Services






Mr. D. O’Neill, Senior Engineer






Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services






Ms J. Martin, Director of Services






Mr. P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. G. Kelly, Senior Engineer






Ms R. McAuley, Financial Accountant






Mr. B. Lynch, Financial Accountant






Mr. W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer






Ms C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer






Ms M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. T. Davis, Head of Finance






Mr. P. Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer






Mr. N. Redmond, Co. Sports & Recreation Off.
--------------------------------------

Minute No. 47/07

Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 12th March 2007 were adopted on the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor T. Reilly. 
Matters Arising
It was proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey, seconded by Councillor P. McGeough and agreed to suspend Standing Orders to allow the adjourned Motion No. 15.3 to be considered first by the council.
Minute No. 48/07

Notice of Motion
“That this Council notes that the Regional Health Forum, Dublin and North East rejects the Teamworks Report.

 

That this Council recognises the tremendous strain being placed on patients, staff and resources in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in Drogheda in recent times.

 

This strain is undoubtedly caused by the closing and downgraded of services in other hospitals in the North East, especially Louth County Hospital in Dundalk.

 

That this council repeats our opposition to the recently enforced Paediatric Transfer Protocol in Louth County Hospital and appalls the delays in provision of a Mid-Wifery Led Unit in Louth County Hospital.

 

That this Council is opposed to the proposed roll-out of the Teamworks Report, the consequences of which will be a further domino-effect of downgrading and closure of services, including the transfer of medical consultants and their patients from Louth County Hospital to Our Lady of Lourdes in Drogheda.” 
Following a discussion on the issue, a roll call was taken on the issue, the result of which was as follows:-

For:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, T. Brennan, J. D’Arcy, M. Grehan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, P. McGeough, K. Meenan, I. Munster, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, J. Ryan, T. Sharkey, O. Tully



Total:  14

Against:
Cllrs. D. Breathnach, T. Clare, S. Keelan, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, T. Reilly, P. Savage

Total:  10

Absent:
Cllrs. A. Donohoe, G. Nash



Total:  2

Accordingly the motion was passed by the members.
Minute No. 49/07
Material Contravention of the 2003-2009 Louth Development Plan
Mr. Gerry Duffy, Senior Planner outlined his position in relation to the Section 140 notices. It was proposed by Councillor O. Tully and seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy to contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of Planning Permission, subject to conditions to James and Sandra Collier, Mayne, Clogherhead for a two storey dwellinghouse, detached domestic garage/store, installation of waste water treatment system and associated site works at Mayne, Clogherhead.
Following a short discussion on the motion during which it was proposed by Councillor D. Breathnach that a procedure for dealing with Section 140’s be considered by the Protocol Committee a roll call was taken, the result of which was as follows:-

For:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Total: 26

Accordingly it was resolved to contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of permission to James and Sandra Collier, Mayne, Clogherhead for a two storey dwellinghouse, detached domestic garage/store, installation of waste water treatment system and associated site works at Mayne, Clogherhead.
Minute No. 50/07
Eastern River Basin District
A presentation on the statutory Eastern River Basin District significant water management issues was given by Alan Harper and Ray Earle, ERBD Co-ordinator.  A discussion followed during which the following issues were raised by the members:-
· A question on the need for desanitisation plants.

· Aluminium and copper levels.

· The feasibility of the council providing a septic tank cleaning service.

· A proposal by Councillor O. Tully, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy that a license be required when high volumes of water are abstracted from a river.  It was agreed by the members that this proposal be forwarded to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. 
Minute No. 51/07
Resignation of Ms Rose Kenny, Director of Services
The departure of Ms Rose Kenny, Director of Services to Dublin City Council was noted by the members and tributes paid regarding her efficiency, decisiveness and her professionalism in her position as Director of Services for Environment, Planning and Emergency Services. The Manager, on behalf of the staff thanked Ms. Kenny for her excellent contribution to Louth Local Authorities during her period of service.
Minute No. 52/07
Vote of Congratulations
Councillor S. Keelan proposed a vote of congratulations to Scoil Mhuire Na nGael on their recent success in the National Seatbelt Competition and suggested that an appropriate reception be given to the class involved.  This was seconded by Councillor P. Savage and agreed.
Minute No. 53/07
Sports & Recreation Strategy
The Sports & Recreation Strategy was adopted by the members on the proposal of Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor P. Savage.
Minute No. 54/07
Amenity Grant Scheme 2007
The 2007 Amenity Grant Scheme was proposed by Councillor O. Tully, seconded by Councillor J. McConville and agreed by the members.
Minute No. 55/07

Suspension of Standing Orders
It was proposed by Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor S. Keelan to extend the meeting to 1.30pm.
Minute No. 56/07
Proposal for Joint Club Development Officer - GAA
A presentation was made by Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services and Mr. Shane  Flanagan on the proposal for a Joint Club Development Officer with the GAA.  A short discussion followed during which the following issues were raised:-
· The provision of support in RAPID areas.

· The number of volunteer coaches.

· Co-operation between the GAA and the FAI.

· Development of facilities to rural schools.

The Members very much welcomed this initiative.

Minute No. 57/07
Roadworks Programme 2007
Following a discussion on various elements of the programme, it was proposed by Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor D. Breathnach and agreed to adopt the Roadworks Programme as presented.
Minute No. 58/07
Roads & Marine Progress Report 

Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion followed which raised the following issues:-

· Naming of roundabouts

· The situation in Louth regarding Cryptosporidium 

· The operation of the lights under motorway bridges

· Area staff numbers

The Director of Services updated Members and answered questions in relation to issues regarding Cryptosporidium  

Minute No. 59/07
Social & Community Facilities

J. McGuinness referred to the allocation of €150,000 from the Department for Social and Community Facilities and it was proposed that it be divided equally between Louth County Council, Dundalk Town Council and Drogheda Borough Council.  He gave details of the proposed projects for Louth County Council for the expenditure of €50,000 which are, an underground bring bank facility at Tallanstown and visual improvement works to the bridge at Old Dawsons Demesne.  He apologised to Members for the short notice in regard to the details of the projects due to the short period available for the submission of proposals to the DOEHLG. The projects were approved by the members on the proposal of Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor T. Reilly.  Councillor T. Sharkey expressed concern at the adoption of expenditure by the members on projects without viewing designs/drawings of same.
Minute No. 60/07
Conferences
The attendance of members at conferences as detailed in the agenda together with the attendance of Councillor J. McConville at the Association of County and City Councils Conference was approved by the members on the proposal of Councillor D. Breathnach, seconded by Councillor T. Reilly.

Minute No. 61/07
Notice of Motion
15.5
 From Councillor T. Sharkey
“That this council will review downwards the levels of "contributions" to be charged to schools and community facilities in performing its functions in relation to effluent discharge”.

Councillor J. Ryan proposed that this motion be the first motion to be considered at the May Monthly Meeting.  This was seconded by Councillor T. Sharkey and agreed.
Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson
