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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in Council Chamber, County Hall, on Monday 15th May, 2006 at 10.00 a.m.

In attendance:

Cathaoirleach:
Councillor P. Savage

Other Members:
Councillors:  M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully.
Officials:

Ms M. Moloney, County Manager





Ms R. Kenny, Director of Services





Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services





Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services





Ms J. Martin, Director of Services





Mr. D. O’Neill, Senior Engineer





Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner





Mr. P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer





Mr. R. McKenna, Senior Engineer





Mr. P. Fallon, Senior Engineer





Ms C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer





Ms M. Capplis, Social Inclusion Officer





Ms N. McCartan, Social Inclusion Analyst





Mr. D. Conlon, Executive Planner





Ms M. Quinn, Senior Executive Planner

---------------------------------

Minute No. 50/06

Material Contravention of Dunleer Local Area Plan

It was agreed to defer this until later in the meeting.
Minute No. 51/06

Minutes 
The minutes of the County Council meeting held on 10th April, 2006 were adopted on the proposal of Councillor T. Clare and seconded by Councillor M. Bellew.

Minute No. 52/06

Amendments to Minutes

Councillor P. McGeough requested that a question raised by him at the last meeting be included in the minutes.  

“Do all members give a summary of their attendance at conferences in accordance with S. 142 of the Local Government Act, 2001?”

It was agreed to include the amendment in the minutes.

Minute No. 53/06
Minutes – Matters Arising
Councillor J. Loughran referred to his Notice of Motion (13.1) in minute no. 53/06 and asked if details were forwarded to the Area Meetings.  J. Martin, Director of Services, confirmed that no report had been issued to the Area Meetings to-date.

Minute No. 54/06

Progress achieved in Securing the Objectives of the County Development Plan
An overview of the report circulated detailing the progress achieved in securing the objectives of the County Development Plan was given by R. Kenny, Director of Services and noted by the members.

Minute No. 55/06

Date for Annual General Meeting 

The 26th June, 2006 was the date agreed for the Annual General Meeting.

Minute No. 56/06

Rural Water Programme – Provisional Proposals for 2006
The 2006 proposals, as circulated, were agreed by the members on the proposal of Councillor F. McCoy, seconded by Councillor J. McConville.

Minute No. 57/06

Rural Water Programme Review of 2005
The review of the 2005 Rural Water Programme, as circulated, was noted by the members.

Minute No. 58/06

Draft Waste Management Plan – Report on Submissions
R. Kenny, Director of Services, gave a presentation on the content of the draft plan and the report on the submissions received which was noted by the members.
Minute No. 59/06

Casual Trading Act 1995 – Amendments to 2004 Bye-laws

Councillor T. Brennan sought assurances that the trading area adjacent to the car park will be set back to a position which will not cause a traffic hazard and this assurance was given by R. Kenny, Director of Services.  The amendments to the Louth County Council Casual Trading Bye-laws 2004 were then proposed by Councillor T. Brennan, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy and agreed.

Minute No. 60/06
Capital Assistance Scheme
It was proposed by Councillor S. Keelan, seconded by Councillor J. McConville and agreed to approve funding for accommodation for persons with disabilities at 20 The Village, Moorehall Lodge, Ardee – St. John of God Trust (Ireland) under the Capital Assistance Scheme.  

Minute No. 61/06

Development of An Anti-Racism and Diversity Plan for Louth 

 A presentation on the development of an Anti-Racism and Diversity Plan for Louth was given by Mary Capplis, Social Inclusion Officer.  A short discussion ensued during which the following issues were raised:-
· That consideration be given to incorporating the anti-racism protocol which was used in the last election and signed up to by the candidates in the strategy.

· Access to employment for ethnic minorities and the recognition of educational qualifications in Ireland.

· The use of the phrase “Non-Irish-National”.

· Travellers input into the strategy and a halting site for same.

Minute No. 62/06

Roads and Marine Progress Report

Members noted the contents of the report.  A discussion followed which raised the following issues which were responded to by J. Martin, Director of Services:-

· Pedestrian bridge for Termonfeckin – it was agreed that the issue would be included as a separate item in the Roads and Marine monthly progress report.

· The installation of traffic lights at Termonfeckin bridge pending the progression of a pedestrian bridge.

· The commencement of the procedure on the imposition of weight restrictions on roads as passed at the September 2005 monthly meeting.

· The re-allocation of money designated for dredging at Carlingford Lough.

· The condition of the N2 at Hunterstown and Glyde Road, Tallansontwn.

· The situation following the refusal by An Bord Pleanala of the planning application incorporating the proposed Armagh interchange

· Flooding

· The condition of the Old Monasterboice Road as detailed in the Notice of Question 18.1

Minute No. 63/06

Housing Progress Report

Members noted the content of the report and a discussion followed which raised the following issues:-

· Need for policy to ensure a quicker turnover of houses

· Need for audit of elderly people’s houses in order to carry out an assessment of insulation needs.

· Anti-social behaviour – drawing the attention of all tenants to their obligations under the tenancy agreement.

· Dissemination of information to tenants regarding house insulation.
· Tenders for Tullyallen Housing – update.
Minute No. 64/06

Notices of Motions/Questions
17.1
From Councillor P. McGeough 

“That the maximum Disabled Persons Grant be increased to take into account the spiralling costs in the building industry.”

It was proposed by Councillor P. McGeough, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh and agreed to call on the Minister to increase the maximum limit on the Disabled Persons Grant.

17.2
From Councillor P. McGeough 

“That this Council when installing heating systems should utilise the dual system in order to give our tenants a choice.”

The above motion was proposed by Councillor P. McGeough, seconded by Councillor G. Nash.  Councillor K. O’Heiligh requested that the option of a back boiler also be considered when installing heating systems.  P. Fitzsimons stated that the extra costs in providing a dual heating system were not provided for in the budget figures and that the priority is to ensure all council houses have a form of central heating by 2005 in accordance with Department requirements.

13.1 From Councillor M O’Dowd

“A Steering Committee to consist of the Elected Members of Drogheda East and Drogheda West and representatives from relevant statutory agencies and Government Departments to include Irish Rail, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, School Planning Unit, Department of Education and Science, Bus Eireann, An Garda Siochana and the Health Executive.”
The motion was proposed by Councillor  M. O’Dowd and seconded by Councillor G. Nash and agreed.

Notice of Question

14.1 From Councillor M. O’Dowd

“What action does the council propose to take to deal with the deplorable state of the old Monasterboice Road.”
Reply – this road was not included in the Restoration Programme submitted to the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government and is therefore not included in the current Road Works Programme for improvement works.  Repairs will be carried out under the maintenance programme until funding for more substantial works is available.

Councillor Michael O’ Dowd expressed his satisfaction with the response.

Minute No. 65/06
Material Contravention of Dunleer Local Area Plan

Councillor T. Reilly referred to a meeting held between the developer and the five mid-Louth Councillors in which the issue of car parking in Dunleer was discussed and the County Manager undertook to examine that issue. G. Duffy advised the members of a submission which had been received in respect of the Material Contravention that was not included in the Managers report.  The Material Contravention was then proposed by Councillor T. Reilly and seconded by Councillor J. Lennon.  A roll call was taken the result of which was as follows:-

For:
Councillors:  M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. Darcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully.           Total 21
Against:
Councillors:  G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh.     Total 3

Absent:
Councillors:  M. Grehan, J. McConville

Accordingly it was resolved to materially contravene the Dunleer Local Area Plan to enable the granting of planning permission, subject to conditions, to Bovale Development Ltd for housing development at Skibblemore, Dunleer, Co. Louth.  

Minute No. 66/06
Standing Orders

It was proposed by Councillor M O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor G. Nash and agreed to suspend Standing Orders to allow the meeting to continue until 2.00 p.m.

Minute No.  67/06

Variation of Drogheda Northern Environs Local Area Plan
G. Duffy, Senior Planner gave a presentation on the background to the variation, details of the submissions made by the general public, developers/landowners and the elected representatives together with details of the proposed changes to the draft variation as recommended in the Manager’s report.  
A discussion followed which covered a number of elements of the proposed variation:-

· Re-alignment of the Twenties Lane – The options regarding the re-alignment were discussed and G. Duffy, Senior Planner, read out the proposal regarding same in the Manager’s report and clarified that the re-alignment was not a requirement of Louth County Council.  Following a further discussion on the matter, G. Duffy in his response suggested an additional paragraph, detailed hereunder which could be included in the plan:-  
The preferred route for the realignment of the Twenties Lane is as shown on the ‘Proposed Fixed Roads’ Map on page 98 of the Master Plan.  Part of the preferred route is located on a proposed playing field attached to the Drogheda Institute of Further Education which is in the ownership of County Louth VEC.  The VEC has previously intimated that it would be prepared to facilitate the re-routing of the Twenties Lane on its property provided that additional land in lieu is made available in order that the playing field can be retained.  If this matter can not be resolved to the satisfaction of Louth County Council, a modification to the preferred route and limited alterations to the overall urban design framework may be permitted provided that the character of the existing Twenties Lane extending from the proposed linear park to the VEC site remains substantially intact.  Any proposed changes to the route will be subject to full public consultation under Part 8 planning procedures.
It was then proposed by Councillor O. Tully, seconded by Councillor G. Nash and agreed to include this proposed wording in the plan.
· Phasing – Following a request for more flexibility on the phasing aspect of the plan G. Duffy stated that he considered that the correct balance had been struck in the phasing and implementation provisions of the plan between facilitating development and achieving the necessary supporting infrastructure.  He pointed out that the phasing and implementation provisions of the plan were based on the principles of proper planning and sustainable development of the area and not on any commercial or land ownership considerations.  It was then proposed by Councillor T. Reilly, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy and agreed to adopt the phasing aspect of the plan as recommended in the Manager’s report.
· Open Spaces – It was proposed by Councillor J. Mulroy, seconded by Councillor G. Nash and agreed to adopt the recommendation of the County Manager with regard to open spaces.
· Attenuation – Concern was expressed on the possible development within the designated flood plain.  G. Duffy stated that a total of 22.6 hectares could be affected by flooding of which 6.8 hectares are being retained as a wetland park.  Before any development would be permitted of the remaining area, a flood study/survey would be carried out over a 5 year period.  Development would only be permitted within this area if the results of the survey demonstrated that it would have no impact on the capacity of the flood plain to prevent flooding in the area.
· Termon Abbey – A request for traffic management plans on future housing development;
· G. Duffy stated that each planning application will be required to identify construction traffic routes and interested parties will then have the option to make submissions on same.

· The issue of fencing within the developments was also raised and it was agreed that this could also be dealt with through the planning permission process.

· Open spaces   –   It   was confirmed that existing open spaces would be protected.

· Renewable Energy – It as proposed by Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor G. Nash and agreed that in respect of all developments, including residential developments comprising 10 or more units, and non-residential development exceeding 1000m² gross floorspace, the council will require at least 10% of predicted energy requirements to be provided, on site, from renewable energy sources and also that the heating energy performance of new buildings shall not exceed 50kwh/m² of useful floor area.
· Provision of Primary and Post-Primary Schools – A discussion on the number of schools required in the area took place and clarification given that the plan will ensure provision of three primary schools and one post primary school together with the provision for additional primary and post primary schools should additional need arise. The issue of a letter from the Department of Education dated 25th May, 2005 which had not been forwarded to the members was raised with clarification given that the letter was prior to the drafting of the plan and had been forwarded to the Consultants for consideration.  This is in line with the normal and legal procedure in relation to all pre-draft submissions on a Local Area Plan.  All pre-draft submissions were treated in a similar fashion.  Any submissions made during the public display were referred to in the Manager’s report in accordance with the statutory process.  Reference was also made to a further letter received from the Department of Education dated May, 2006 which acknowledges the Departments satisfaction with the number of schools in the plan.
It was proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey that the variation of the Drogheda Northern Environs Plan should not be adopted as recommended in the Manager’s report as he was dissatisfied regarding a meeting held between council officials and officials from the Department of Education on 3rd May, 2006 and the content of the letter of 4th May which he felt was at variance with the submission received during the period of public consultation.  This motion was seconded by Councillor I. Munster.   Following a heated argument, Councillors T. Sharkey, I. Munster, K. Meenan, J. Loughran and P. McGeough withdrew from the meeting.  A roll call vote followed, the result of which was as follows:

For:

Councillor K. O’Heiligh

Against:
Councillors:  D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, A. Donohoe, J. Lennon, F. McCoy, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage               Total 12
Absent:
Councillors:  M. Bellew, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. MConville, P. McGeough, K. Meenan, I. Munster, T. Sharkey, O. Tully              Total 11
Accordingly the proposal that the variation of the Drogheda Northern Environs Plan should not be adopted was defeated.   It was then proposed by Councillor J. Mulroy and seconded by Councillor G. Nash to adopt the variation to the Drogheda Northern Environs Local Area Plan in accordance with the Manager’s report and the amendments agreed at the meeting as set out above.
A roll call vote ensued the result of which was as follows:-
For:
Councillors:   D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, A. Donohoe, J. Lennon, F. McCoy, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage                     Total 12
Against:
Councillor K. O’Heiligh
Absent:
Councillors:    M. Bellew, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, P. McGeough, K. Meenan, I. Munster, T. Sharkey, O. Tully    Total 13    

Accordingly it was resolved to adopt the variation to the Drogheda Northern Environs Local Area Plan in accordance with the Manager’s report and the amendments agreed at the meeting as set out above.

 Minute No.  68/06

Notice of Motion
17.3
From Councillor T. Sharkey

“That this council invite a representative from CAWT (Co-operation and Working Together) to make a presentation to the June monthly meeting on the work that organisation does on All-Ireland health issues.”

The Chairman asked if any member had been authorised by the proposer to speak on the motion and as this was not the case the motion could not be progressed.

Minute No.  69/06
Any other Business

The Chairman asked if there were any other issues the members wished to discuss and the following issues were raised in relation to the new Louth Local Authorities website.

· Drogheda Borough Council’s title.

· Information on Drogheda Borough Council and Dundalk Town Council can only be accessed through Louth County Council website.

· Information on the number of Freedom of Information requests not presently available on the website.

Minute No.  70/06
Conferences

Approval was given to the attendance of members at conferences as set out hereunder:-
	4th & 5th May 06
	Sherkin Island Marine Station
	The Cost of Waste Disposal
	Carrigaline, Co. Cork
	S. Keelan

J. Ryan

	18th – 20th May 06
	Blackwater Valley Tourism
	Blackwater Valley Annual Partnership Conference
	Mallow, Co. Cork
	F. McCoy
T. Reilly

J. Lennon

J. D’Arcy

	18th & 19th May 06
	Westport Town Council
	The Westport Experience
	Westport, Co. Mayo
	M. Bellew

	11th & 12th May 06
	Kerry Literary & Cultural Centre
	The Importance of the Arts in Urban Regeneration
	Listowel, Co. Kerry
	M. Bellew
J. Ryan


That concluded the meeting
Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson

