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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in Council Chamber, County Hall on Monday 13th March 2006 at 10.00am

In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor P. Savage

Other Members:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe,  S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully



Officials:

Ms M. Moloney, County Manager






Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services






Ms R. Kenny, Director of Services






Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services






Ms J. Martin, Director of Services 






Ms M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner






Mr. P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. P. Fallon, Senior Engineer






Ms T. McArdle, C&E Development Officer






Mr. B. Eaton, Corporate Services

Ms. E. O’Callaghan, Planner 





Mr. D. Conlan






Ms. P. Watters, Administrative Officer
Apologies


Cllr. Ged Nash

---------------------------------------

Minute No. 34/06

Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 20th February 2006 at 10.00am were adopted on the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy.

Minute No. 35/06

Report Prepared Under Part 8 Of The Planning & Development Regulations 2001 – Back Lane Carlingford

The report was proposed by Councillor F. Mc Coy, seconded by Councillor F. Maher and agreed by the Members.

Minute No. 36/06

Report Prepared Under Part 8 Of The Planning & Development Regulations 2001 – Collon Housing Scheme

The report  was proposed by Councillor T. Brennan, seconded by Councillor J. Lennon and agreed by the Members.

Minute No. 37/06

Report On Submissions Received In Relation To The County Of Louth (Regional Road Speed Limits) Bye-Laws 2005

Following a discussion on the Bye-Laws 2005 with particular reference to the stretch of the R132 at Monasterboice it was agreed to defer the issue to allow further discussion take place at the Area Committee Meeting. J. Martin, Director of Services, advised the Members that any further amendments may require a further period of public display.  

Minute No. 38/06

Young Citizen Awards 2006

A Presentation on the Louth Young Citizen Awards 2006 was given by Ms. Therese McArdle, Community & Enterprise Development Officer.  Congratulations were forwarded by a number of Members to the Community & Enterprise Department for spearheading the programme, Councillor P. Savage for his support and to all those who took part.

Minute No. 39/06

SPC Chairpersons Reports

Planning – Councillor S. Keelan spoke about the items discussed at the recent Planning Strategic Policy Committee on the proposed variation of the County Development Plan.  These items included:

· The number of sites per landholding

· The definition of a landowner for the purpose of the plan

· The desirability of imposing local needs criteria in Control zone 6

· The proposed requirement for a carer to locate on a site “adjoining or as close as possible to the person requiring care

· The definition of housing need

· Restrictions on access from National and Regional Routes

· Loosening the 100 metres setback requirement for certain new developments from the M1

· Submissions on the proposed changes received from elected members.

Corporate, Recreation & Amenity – The Chairman Councillor M. O’ Dowd  advised the Members that the SPC considered the Draft Sports and Recreation Strategy and suggestions were put forward for the need for greater use of community school halls and pitches. He also advised of the grant of €300 available to schools for playground markings.  

Minute No. 40/06

Proposed Variation Of The County Development Plan 2003-2005

Councillor D. Breathnach proposed that the special meeting of the County Council to consider the proposed variation of the County Development Plan take place on Monday March 27th 2006 at 6.00 pm.  This proposal was seconded by Councillor T. Clare and agreed.  Councillor I. Munster requested a copy of the Variation of the County Development Plan.

Minute No. 41/06

Roads and Marine Progress Report

Members noted the contents of the report.

Minute No. 42/06

Housing Progress Report

The Housing Progress Report was discussed and the following issues were discussed:

· The time taken to allocate boarded up houses.

· Two unoccupied houses in Lavin Park, Tullyallen.

· The time taken to bring houses back into the housing stock.

Mr. Michael Curran, Director of Services announced that we are currently in the process of obtaining a tender for Lavin Park.

Minute No. 43/06

13.1 Notice of Motion – From Councillors T. Brennan & S. Keelan

“That Louth County Council acting in co-operation with our neighbouring authority Dundalk Town Council in compliance with the requirements created by the Dundalk and Environs Development Plan 2003 – 2009, proceed forthwith to produce an Action Area Plan for the area designated as “Policy Priority Area 12”, and incorporating other riverside adjoining areas.   PPA12 incorporates the general area from Dundalk harbour as far as the Railway Bridge at the Castletown River.  This plan will incorporate properly marked, safe, off road or elevated cycle lanes and footpaths, with a high quality surface for cyclists and pedestrians.

Simultaneously, in compliance with the requirements created by The Louth County Development Plan 2003 – 2009, cycle lanes will be provided as outlined below.  An important objective of the scheme is to encourage cycling and walking by providing for a safe right of way for people going to school, work or for accessing various public parks and waterside recreational areas as well as creating pedestrian and cycling links with various communities in Northern Ireland.

· The route will start on the Newry Road from the border with Northern Ireland linking with the off road cycle lanes from the Flurry River to Feede Cross, rejoining the Newry Road onto the 3 to 4 Ballymascanlon Motorway roundabouts and proceeding on to Dundalk, pass the Race Course and on to the Tain Bridge.

· Linking into PPA 12 by providing for cycle ways and walkways on both banks of the Castletown River from the western limit of Dundalk Harbour to the Motorway bridges at the Castletown and Kilcurry rivers.

· The cycle/walk route will also link up with the De La Salle, Dun Lughaidh and Marist secondary schools near the river and existing and future parklands and water recreational facilities along the river.

That the necessary amendments to the Development Plan, for both local authorities, as well as maps, be submitted to both sets of Councillors as well as being presented on public display no later than June 2006.”

A short discussion ensued wherein the following items were raised and responded to by G. Duffy, Senior Planner:

· Timescale for the amendment to the County Development Plan.

· The affect the Mount Avenue/Armagh Road Masterplan has on the location of the cycle lanes.

The notice of motion was proposed by Councillor T. Brennan and seconded by Councillor S. Keelan and agreed.

13.2 Notice of Motion – From Councillor Sharkey

“That Louth County Council displays the 1916 Proclamation in a prominent location in all its public offices”

The notice of motion was proposed by Counciller T. Sharkey and seconded by Counciller T. Reilly.  

A short discussion ensued which raised a number of issues and it was agreed on the suggestion of Councillor P. Savage to refer the issues to the Protocol Committee.

Minute No. 44/06

Civic Reception/Congratulations

It was suggested by the Chairman, Councillor Peter Savage, that the council should hold a Civic Reception for Dermot O’Brien. A Civic Reception for David Carrie from Dunleer who ran 182 miles from Galway to Dunleer over eight days to raise awareness of the SADS disorder was proposed by Councillor P. Mc Geough, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy.  Councillor D. Lynch stated that Stephen Staunton should be included in any Civic Reception.  Councillor S. Keelan also congratulated the St. Pats tug-o-war team which recently won three medals in Co. Kerry.

The Members agreed to put these proposals to the Protocol Committee.

Councillor F. Mc Coy wished the Civil Defence the best of luck on their trip to the New York Parade, and also wished the Vice-Chairman and representative of the County Manager the best of luck at the Parade.

Councillor D. Breathnach wished the best of luck to T. Smith, a Louth native, who is to be the leader of the New York Parade.

Minute No. 45/06

Vote of Sympathy

A vote of sympathy to Councillor T. Brennan on the death of his father and to Declan Mc Mahon, Senior Executive Engineer on the death of his brother was proposed by Councillor P. Savage and a minute’s silence was observed. 

Minute No. 46/06

Variation Of The Dundalk & Environs Development Plan 2003 –  2009

An up-date on the variation of the Dundalk & Environs Development Plan 2003-2009 was given by G. Duffy, Senior Planner.  Rose Kenny, Director of Services, clarified the provision under the Planning and Development Act, 2000 regarding the making of a plan by two Local Authorities where the area straddled both boundaries.    She also confirmed that the required motion under standing orders was submitted in advance of the meeting.  It was then proposed by Councillor J. D’Arcy, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy that:
“The elected members of Louth County Council, pursuant to standing order no. 18, hereby amend the element of motion number 20/06 which agreed the manager’ recommendation on proposed variation no. 2 as adopted at the meeting of February 20th (see above) to now reject the manager’s recommendation and thereby agree that:

“the lands south of the former McArdle Moore Brewery site and north of the proposed Priorland – Ardee Road link road  (DSWLAP Roadway 2),  which is currently subject to land use zoning “Employment Mixed Use Zone:  Colour Code Brown”,  be zoned for land use zoning objective,  “Premature for Residential Pending the Provision of a Public Mains Drainage Scheme:  Colour Code:  Hatched Yellow”.

A roll call vote being taken the result of which was as follows:-

For:  Cllrs. M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Clare, J. D’arcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. Mc Coy, P. Mc Geough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, I. Munster, M. O’Dowd, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully.

Against: Cllr. T. Brennan

Absent: Cllrs. G. Nash, M. Grehan, J. Mulroy.

Abstain: Cllr. K. O’Heiligh

Accordingly, the amendment to the resolution was adopted.

Dundalk South West Local Area Plan
A short presentation on the Dundalk South West Local Area Plan was made by Gerry Duffy, Senior Planner.

Following a discussion on the phasing of development it was proposed by Councillor J. D’Arcy seconded by Councillor T. Reilly:  

“That the elected members of Louth County Council, pursuant to standing order no. 18, hereby amend the phasing element of motion number 21/06 adopted at the meeting of February 20th (see above) to introduce new phasing arrangements in accordance with the attached document “Dundalk South West Local Area Plan (DSWLAP) – Proposed Local Area Plan – Amendment to Phasing”.

A roll call vote being taken the result of which was as follows:-

For:  Cllrs. M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’arcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. Mc Coy, P. Mc Geough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully.

Absent : Cllrs. I. Munster, J. Mulroy, G. Nash, M. Grehan.

Accordingly, the amendment to the resolution was adopted.

The Dundalk South West Sector Local Area Plan including the aforementioned amendment to the resolution was then adopted by the Members.

Minute No. 47/06

14.1 From Councillor T. Sharkey

“What steps have been taken to erect the Irish sign on Millennium Centre as previously agreed by this council?”
Joe Mc Guinness, Director of Service, replied that there is a three week lead in period for the sign.

Minute No. 48/06

Conferences
Approval was given to the attendance of members at conferences as set out hereunder:-
	3rd & 4th March 2006
	Kadenza Consultancies
	The Councillor & Community Leadership
	Clonmel, Co. Tipperary
	J. Ryan

S. Keelan

M. O’Dowd

M. Bellew

	22nd, 23rd & 24th March 2006
	Safe Driving Pledge
	Death on Our Roads, What Can we do?
	Ennis, Co. Clare
	M. Bellew

	9th, 10th & 11 March 2006
	Association of County & City Councils
	Annual Conference
	Dundalk, Co. Louth
	S. Keelan
T. Reilly

	2nd March 2006
	Cork County Council
	Annual Mayors Conference
	Macroom, Co. Cork
	D. Lynch

	23rd March 2006
	Nuclear Free Local Authorities
	Chernobyl 20 years on
	City Hall, London
	M. Grehan
M. O’Dowd

	31st March & 1st April 2006
	EPN Communications
	Opinion Polls
	Rosslare, Co. Wexford
	S. Keelan
M. Bellew


That concluded the meeting.

Signed:____________



Date:__________


Cathaoirleach

