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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in Council Chamber, County Hall, on Monday 19th June, 2006 at 10.00 a.m.

In attendance:

Cathaoirleach:

Cllrs. P. Savage

Other Members:     
Cllrs. M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F, Maher, K. Meenan,

J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully

Apologies : 
Cllr. J. Ryan
Officials:

Ms M. Moloney, County Manager




Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services

Ms R. Kenny, Director of Services

Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services

Ms J. Martin, Director of Service

Mr. A. Davis, Head of Finance

Mr. P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. R. McKenna, Senior Engineer 

Mr. E. Mulholland, Head of Information Technology
Mr. B. Lynch, Accountant
Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner



Mr. P. Fallon, Senior Engineer

Ms C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer

Ms M. Quinn, Senior Executive Planner




---------------------------------

Minute No. 71/06

Minutes
The minutes of the county council meeting held on 15th May 2006 were adopted on the proposal of Councillor T. Brennan, seconded by Councillor J. Lennon.

65/06
Councillor T. Clare requested that the following correction be made, “developer” should read “development committee”.

Matters Arising:-

67/06
Councillor K. O’Heiligh requested a copy of a report presented by R. Kenny at the Drogheda East and West Area meeting.  R. Kenny informed Councillor O’Heiligh that there was no written report as she had simply answered questions posed at that meeting and agreed to forward him minutes of the meeting.

Minute No. 72/06

Sale of Lands at Dunleer
The sale of lands at Main Street, Dunleer in accordance with the terms of notice dated 7th June 2006 was proposed by Councillor F. McCoy, seconded by Councillor J. Lennon and agreed.
Minute No. 73/06

Sale of Lands at Callystown
The sale of lands at Callystown, Clogherhead in accordance with the terms of notice dated 7th June, 06 was proposed by Cllr M. O’Dowd, seconded by Cllr F. McCoy and agreed.

Minute No. 74/06
Annual Report
The Annual Report for 2005 was adopted on the proposal of Cllr. T. Brennan, seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach.

Minute No. 75/06

Guidelines for Plan Authorities on Development Plans – Public Consultation Draft
A brief overview on the guidelines was given by Ms. R. Kenny, Director of Service. A short discussion followed during which members raised the need for members to be fully informed and consulted throughout the process.
Minute No. 76/06

Report on Section 10 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997
A number of issues were raised in regard to the report which included the following:-
· Emptying of Bring Banks and the monitoring of littering in the vicinity of bring banks

· Congratulations given to the Environment Section on work undertaken on litter control

· Number of Litter Fines

· Building sites to be included in the report

· I.B.A.L Reports

· New recycling centre in Drogheda

· School awards

· Littering of entrance to Templetown beach

· Method of dealing with litter offences by drivers of Northern registered vehicles

The report was then adopted by the Council on the proposal of Cllr. J. McConville and seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy

Minute No. 77/06

Amenity Grant Scheme 2006
The 2006 amenity grant scheme was proposed by Cllr. T. Clare seconded by Cllr. J. Lennon and agreed by the members.
Minute No. 78/06

Electoral Register 2006
A powerpoint presentation on the proposed method for compiling the 2007 electoral register was given by J. McGuinness, Director of Service. A short discussion followed wherein questions raised by the members were responded to by J. McGuinness.

Minute No. 79/06

S.P.C. Chairpersons Reports
Infrastructure SPC.

The Chairman, Councillor J. Lennon stated that the harbour bye-laws and harbour dues were discussed at the last meeting.  A working group is being set up to look at road safety matters and it is proposed to review speed limits in school locations.  He also referred to the international ISO Award received recently by Louth County Council and Monaghan County Council.
Planning SPC

The Chairman, Councillor S. Keelan informed the members that the SPC received a presentation by Emer O’Callaghan, Senior Executive Planner on the Conservation and Design Awards at their last meeting.  He also gave details of the training received by the members on the operation of SPC’s.

Minute No. 80/06

Roads & Marine – Progress Report
Members noted the content of the report.  A discussion followed which raised the following issues which were responded to by Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services.
· Servicing of public lighting by ESB.

· Update on commencement of Part 8 Procedure for the Drogheda Northern Cross Port Access Route.
· Cleaning of cycle lanes between Xerox and Fairways hotel.

· Need for new link road between Armagh and Newry Road.

· Timescale for completion of study on dune fencing at Port Beach.

· Pedestrian bridge at Termonfeckin.

· Closure of entry to Ravensdale from N1.

· Light on Dunleer/Collon Road.

Minute No. 81/06
Housing Progress Report 
Members noted the content of the report and a discussion followed which raised the following issues:-
· Housing repairs.

· Numbers of affordable houses provided under Part V of the Planning and Development Act.

· Valuation of affordable houses.

Minute No. 82/06

Comments made at May County Council Meeting
The County Manager expressed her concern and disappointment at the inappropriate comments made by a council member at the May Council Meeting which referred to the office of the County Manager and to the emerging trend of personal comments about staff being made by some council members. A proposal that the matter be referred to the Protocol Committee to address the issue and make recommendations they deem appropriate.  This was then proposed by Councillor T. Brennan, seconded by Councillor S. Keelan and agreed by the members.

Councillor K. O’Heiligh asked that the comments made between members at the May meeting also be addressed by the Protocol Committee.

Minute No. 83/06

Notices of Motions from other County Councils
It was proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey, seconded by Councillor J. Loughran and agreed to support the Notice of Motion from Monaghan Town Council dated 2nd June 2006 that:-
“That this council calls to:-
· Have the legislation governing the location of telecommunication masts altered so existing masts can be removed from areas of high density population in addition to new masts being prevented from locating there.
· Have the safety threshold governing the radiation emissions permitted from such masts lowered considerably.”

Minute No. 84/06

Notices of Motions 
From Councillors  S. Keelan, J Loughran, J. Ryan. T. Brennan, P. Savage

“We propose that a tree preservation order be placed on the 180 year old sycamore tree at the Kilcurry, Carrickedmond and Balriggan junction (See Kilcurry Road Improvement Scheme)

The motion was proposed by Councillor S. Keelan and seconded by Councillor T. Sharkey.  A short discussion followed during which reference was made to a report by Tom Kilkenny regarding the state of health of the tree in question.  J. Martin, Director of Services agreed to look at this second opinion and discuss the issue with the Department Inspector and return to the Area Meeting on the matter.
From Councillor I. Munster
“That before engaging outside contractors or any other external personnel to carry out work for, or on behalf of this council in the future, that a written guarantee confirming that all employees engaged or sub contracted by these companies while working for or on behalf of this council are being afforded their full statutory labour rights and entitlements, is sought and obtained before signing contracts, in the same way as the council demands proof of insurance cover, tax clearance certificates etc.”

Councillor Munster noted the reply and then proposed the motion which was seconded by Councillor J. Loughran.  Councillor Munster also requested that a copy of Clause 34 of the conditions of contract referred to in the reply be forwarded to the members.

Minute No. 85/06
Conferences

Approval was given to the attendance of members at conferences as set out hereunder:-
	23rd June 06
	Chambers Ireland
	2nd Annual Regional Policy Forum
	Mullingar
	T. Sharkey

	23rd – 25th June 06
	Byrne Perry Summer School
	Easter 1916
	Keough Notre Dame Centre, Dublin
	A. Donohoe



That concluded the meeting
Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson

